7%
REMOTE PARTICIPATION ONLY

REGIONAL ADVANCED
MITIGATION PLANNING
ADVISORY TASK GROUP

Friday, January 28, 2022
3:00 p.m. —5:00 p.m.

To Attend and Participate on Your Computer:
https://scag.zoom.us/j/92156366986

To Attend and Participate by Phone:
Call-in Number: 1-669-900-6833
Meeting ID: 921 5636 6986

Please see next page for detailed
instructions on how to participate in the meeting.

PUBLIC ADVISORY

Given the declared state of emergency (pursuant to State of Emergency
Proclamation dated March 4, 2020) and local public health directives imposing and
recommending social distancing measures due to the threat of COVID-19, and
pursuant to Government Code Section 54953(e)(1)(A), the meeting will be held
telephonically and electronically.

If members of the public wish to review the attachments or have any questions on any of
the agenda items, please contact Maggie Aguilar at (213) 630-1420 or via email at
aguilarm@scag.ca.gov. Agendas &  Minutes are also available at:
WWWw.scag.ca.gov/committees.

SCAG, in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), will accommodate
persons who require a modification of accommodation in order to participate in this
meeting. SCAG is also committed to helping people with limited proficiency in the English
language access the agency’s essential public information and services. You can request
such assistance by calling (213) 630-1420. We request at least 72 hours (three days)
notice to provide reasonable accommodations and will make every effort to arrange for
assistance as soon as possible.


http://www.scag.ca.gov/committees
https://scag.zoom.us/j/92156366986
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Instructions for Public Comments

You may submit public comments in two (2) ways:

1.

In Writing: Submit written comments via email to: scaggreenregion@scag.ca.gov by
5pm on Thursday, January 27, 2022. You are not required to submit public comments
in writing or in advance of the meeting; this option is offered as a convenience should
you desire not to provide comments in real time as described below.

All written comments received after 5pm on Thursday, January 27, 2022 will be
announced and included as part of the official record of the meeting.

In Real Time: If participating in real time via Zoom or phone, during the Public
Comment Period (Matters Not on the Agenda) or at the time the item on the agenda
for which you wish to speak is called, use the “raise hand” function on your computer
or *9 by phone and wait for SCAG staff to announce your name/phone number. SCAG
staff will unmute your line when it is your turn to speak. Limit oral comments to 3
minutes, or as otherwise directed by the presiding officer. For purpose of providing
public comment for items listed on the Consent Calendar, please indicate that you
wish to speak when the Consent Calendar is called; items listed on the Consent
Calendar will be acted on with one motion and there will be no separate discussion of
these items unless a member of the legislative body so requests, in which event, the
item will be considered separately.

If unable to connect by Zoom or phone and you wish to make a comment, you may
submit written comments via email to: scaggreenregion@scag.ca.gov.

In accordance with SCAG’s Regional Council Policy, Article VI, Section H and California
Government Code Section 54957.9, if a SCAG meeting is “willfully interrupted” and the
“orderly conduct of the meeting” becomes unfeasible, the presiding officer or the Chair
of the legislative body may order the removal of the individuals who are disrupting the
meeting.


mailto:scaggreenregion@scag.ca.gov
mailto:scaggreenregion@scag.ca.gov
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Instructions for Participating in the Meeting

SCAG is providing multiple options to view or participate in the meeting:

To Participate and Provide Verbal Comments on Your Computer

1.
2.

Click the following link: https://scag.zoom.us/j/92156366986

If Zoom is not already installed on your computer, click “Download & Run Zoom” on
the launch page and press “Run” when prompted by your browser. If Zoom has
previously been installed on your computer, please allow a few moments for the
application to launch automatically.

Select “Join Audio via Computer.”

The virtual conference room will open. If you receive a message reading, “Please wait
for the host to start this meeting,” simply remain in the room until the meeting
begins.

During the Public Comment Period (Matters Not on the Agenda) or at the time the
item on the agenda for which you wish to speak is called (see note above regarding
items on the Consent Calendar), use the “raise hand” function located in the
participants’ window and wait for SCAG staff to announce your name. SCAG staff will
unmute your line when it is your turn to speak. Each speaker is limited to oral
comments totaling 3 minutes for all matters, or as otherwise directed by the presiding
officer.

To Listen and Provide Verbal Comments by Phone

1.

w

Call (669) 900-6833 to access the conference room. Given high call volumes recently
experienced by Zoom, please continue dialing until you connect successfully.

Enter the Meeting ID: 921 5636 6986, followed by #.

Indicate that you are a participant by pressing # to continue.

You will hear audio of the meeting in progress. Remain on the line if the meeting has
not yet started.

During the Public Comment Period (Matters Not on the Agenda) or at the time the
item on the agenda for which you wish to speak is called (see note above regarding
items on the Consent Calendar), press *9 to add yourself to the queue and wait for
SCAG staff to announce your name/phone number. SCAG staff will unmute your line
when it is your turn to speak. Each speaker is limited to oral comments totaling 3
minutes for all matters, or as otherwise directed by the presiding officer.


https://scag.zoom.us/j/92156366986

REGIONAL ADVANCED MITIGATION PLANNING -
ADVISORY TASK GROUP

Regional Advance Mitigation Planning — Advisory Task Group
Members - lil-yizl-ié HnHH

Hon. Sean Ashton
Downey, RC District 25

Sup. Curt Hagman
San Bernardino County

Hon. Peggy Huang
TCA Representative

Hon. Clint Lorimore
Eastvale, RC District 4

Hon. David Pollock
EEC Chair, Moorpark, RC District 46



SCAG

Southern California Association of Governments
Remote Participation Only

Friday, January 28, 2022

3:00 PM

The Regional Advance Mitigation Planning - Advisory Task Group may consider and act upon any of
the items on the agenda regardless of whether they are listed as Information or Action items.

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
(The Honorable Clint Lorimore, President)

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD (Matters Not on the Agenda)

This is the time for persons to comment on any matter pertinent to SCAG’s jurisdiction that is not
listed on the agenda. Although the committee may briefly respond to statements or questions, under
state law, matters presented under this item cannot be discussed or acted upon at this time. Public
comment for items listed on the agenda will be taken separately as further described below.

General information for all public comments: Members of the public are encouraged, but not
required, to submit written comments by sending an email to: scaggreenregion@scag.ca.gov by 5pm
on Thursday, January 27, 2022. Such comments will be transmitted to members of the legislative
body and posted on SCAG’s website prior to the meeting. Any writings or documents provided to a
majority of the Regional Advance Mitigation Planning - Advisory Task Group regarding any item on
this agenda (other than writings legally exempt from public disclosure) are available at the Office of
the Clerk, located at 900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700, Los Angeles, CA 90017 during normal business
hours and/or by contacting the office by phone, (213) 630-1420, or email to aguilarm@scag.ca.gov.
Written comments received after 5pm on Thursday, January 27, 2022, will be announced and
included as part of the official record of the meeting. Members of the public wishing to verbally
address the Regional Advance Mitigation Planning - Advisory Task Group in real time during the
meeting will be allowed up to a total of 3 minutes to speak on items on the agenda, with the presiding
officer retaining discretion to adjust time limits as necessary to ensure efficient and orderly conduct
of the meeting. The presiding officer has the discretion to equally reduce the time limit of all speakers
based upon the number of comments received. If you desire to speak on an item listed on the
agenda, please wait for the chair to call the item and then indicate your interest in offering public
comment by either using the “raise hand” function on your computer or pressing *9 on your
telephone. For purpose of providing public comment for items listed on the Consent Calendar (if
there is a Consent Calendar), please indicate that you wish to speak when the Consent Calendar is
called; items listed on the Consent Calendar will be acted upon with one motion and there will be no
separate discussion of these items unless a member of the legislative body so requests, in which
event, the item will be considered separately.

REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS


mailto:scaggreenregion@scag.ca.gov
mailto:aguilarm@scag.ca.gov
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CONSENT CALENDAR

Approval

1. Minutes of the Meeting — December 10, 2021
INFORMATION/DISCUSSION ITEM

2. Information/Discussion Items No. 2 through No. 6 15 Min.
(Jason Greenspan, Manager of Sustainable and Resilient Development)

3. Regional Advanced Mitigation (RAMP) Research and Draft White Paper 25 Min.
(Jason Greenspan, Manager of Sustainable and Resilient Development)

4. Presentation from Orange County Transportation Commission (OCTA) on the Freeway

Environmental Mitigation Program 25 Min.
(Lesley Hill, Freeway Environmental Mitigation Program Project Manager, OCTA and Melanie
Schlotterbeck, OCTA Environmental Oversight Committee)

5. Presentation from Riverside Conservation Authority (RCA) Western Riverside County Multiple
Species Habitat Conservation Plan 25 Min.
(Aaron Hake, Interim Regional Conservation Deputy Executive Director, RCA)

6. Summary of feedback shared from interviews with County Transportation Commissions on
SCAG’s upcoming Regional Advanced Mitigation Program 25 Min.

(Kimberly Clark, Program Manager Il of Resource Conservation & Resilient Communities)

ADJOURNMENT
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Southern California Association of Governments
Remote Participation Only
January 28, 2022

MINUTES OF THE MEETING
REGIONAL ADVANCED MITIGATION PLANNING —
ADVISORY TASK GROUP (RAMP-ATG)
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2021

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES IS A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE REGIONAL ADVANCED
MITIGATION PLANNING - ADVISORY TASK GROUP (RAMP-ATG). A VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDING
OF THE ACTUAL MEETING IS AVAILABLE AT: http://scag.igm2.com/Citizens/.

The Regional Advanced Mitigation Planning - Advisory Task Group (RAMP-ATG) of the Southern
California Association of Governments (SCAG) held its meeting virtually (telephonically and
electronically), given the declared state of emergency (pursuant to State of Emergency
Proclamation dated March 4, 2020) and local public health directives imposing and recommending
social distancing measures due to the threat of COVID-19, and pursuant to Government Code
Section 54953(e)(1)(A). A guorum was present.

Members Present

Hon. Clint Lorimore, President, Chair Eastvale District 4

Hon. Sean Ashton, Chair, TC Downey District 25

Hon. Curt Hagman San Bernardino County
Hon. Peggy Huang, Vice Chair, LCMC TCA

Hon. David Pollock, Chair, EEC Moorpark District 46

Staff Present

Kome Ajise, Executive Director

Sarah Jepson, Director of Planning

Javiera Cartagena, Director of Government and Public Affairs
Michael Houston, Chief Counsel, Director of Legal Services
Maggie Aguilar, Clerk of the Board

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable Clint Lorimore called the meeting to order at 3:01 p.m. President Lorimore asked
Supervisor Curt Hagman, San Bernadino County, to lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

Packet Pg. 7
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Given the declared state of emergency (pursuant to State of Emergency Proclamation dated March
4, 2020) and local public health directives imposing and recommending social distancing measures
due to the threat of COVID-19, and pursuant to Government Code Section 54953(e)(1)(A), President
Lorimore announced the meeting was being held virtually (telephonically and electronically).

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

President Lorimore opened the Public Comment Period and outlined instructions for public
comments. He noted this was the time for persons to comment on any matter pertinent to SCAG’s
jurisdiction that were not listed on the agenda.

Chief Counsel Michael Houston acknowledged there were two written public comments received by
email before the 5 p.m. deadline and that no written public comments had been received by email
after the 5 p.m. deadline.

Rich Lambros, Southern California Leadership Council, thanked the RAMP-ATG members for taking
the time to form this taskforce and for all the time they will be putting in on this important issue
over the next few months. He stated they looked forward to working with them all.

President Lorimore reminded the public to submit comments via email to
scaggreenregion@scag.ca.gov.

Seeing no public comment speakers, President Lorimore closed the Public Comment Period.

REVIEW AND PRIORITIZE AGENDA ITEMS

There was no prioritization of agenda items.

President Lorimore provided a brief overview on the background of how they got to this point. He
reported that in October, SCAG’s Regional Council voted to continue the pause on implementation
of the SoCal Greenprint, and during this pause, direction was provided for SCAG staff to develop a
white paper and work with a five-member advisory task group of the Regional Council on
establishing a policy framework for advance mitigation in the SCAG region to ensure the SoCal
Greenprint was aligned with policy objectives. He noted that on November 4™, he announced the
appointment of Hon. Sean Ashton, Hon. Curt Hagman, Hon. Peggy Huang, and Hon. David Pollock to
serve on the advisory task group. He further noted that in addition to establishing a policy
framework, this group would advise on a white paper on Regional Advance Mitigation Planning and
that the group would disband upon reporting to both the Regional Council and Energy &
Environment Committee, which is expected to occur in April 2022.

Packet Pg. 8
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ACTION ITEM
1. Selection of Chair
President Lorimore opened the Public Comment Period.

Seeing no public comment speakers, President Lorimore closed the Public Comment Period.

A MOTION was made (Pollock) to nominate Clint Lorimore as Chair to the RAMP-ATG. Motion was
SECONDED (Huang) and passed by the following votes:

AYES: Ashton, Hagman, Huang, Lorimore, and Pollock (5)
NOES: None (0)
ABSTAIN: None (0)

INFORMATION/DISCUSSION ITEM

2. SCAG Welcome and Update

President Lorimore opened the Public Comment Period.

Seeing no public comment speakers, President Lorimore closed the Public Comment Period.

Sarah Jepson, Planning Director, stated she acknowledged and appreciated that they had some
good discussions on the Greenprint over the last six to nine months and that staff takes that
feedback very seriously. She expressed that they were glad to have this opportunity to take a step
back to make sure that when the pause is lifted and as they develop the project moving forward,
that they are doing it in a way that best supports the policy objectives that were established in
Connect SoCal and the Programmatic Environmental Impact Report (PEIR). Most importantly, that
this Greenprint tool that they are developing becomes most useful for the cities, counties, and
transportation agencies. She reported that this meeting was to help them set a strong foundation
for the RAMP-ATG. She noted that staff would be going through the background information, in
addition to discussing the meeting schedule and outlining the issues they planned to discuss at
future meetings so that they were all on the same page.

Regional Councilmember Curt Hagman, San Bernardino County, stated he was really looking
forward to getting into the mechanics of this and what their due diligence is. He indicated it would
be helpful to start with the basic building blocks and work their way through this.

Packet Pg. 9




Regional Councilmember Peggy Huang, TCA, stated their work here was important, and was looking
forward to working with everyone. She stated this was a very important document and policy that
they needed as part of their RTP.

3. Discussion on the Purpose, Goals, and Structure of the Regional Advance Mitigation Planning -
Advisory Task Group (RAMP-ATG)

President Lorimore opened the Public Comment Period.
Seeing no public comment speakers, President Lorimore closed the Public Comment Period.

Jason Greenspan, Manager of Sustainable and Resilient Development provided a brief update on
the vote taken by the Regional Council on October 7, to support the staff recommendation and
continue the pause on the implementation of the SoCal Greenprint, allowing further engagement
with stakeholders to ensure the tool advances PEIR mitigation measures and is aligned with regional
policy objectives. He noted that during this pause on implementation, there were a number of
ongoing steps underway as directed by the Regional Council, which included the 1) RAMP-ATG
helping to establish a policy framework and white paper for advance mitigation; 2) continuing to
develop the Greenprint tool with focus on maximizing benefits to cities, counties and transportation
agencies; 3) reviewing and revising proposed Greenprint data layers with feedback from strategic
and scientific advisors, stakeholders, and this advisory task group; 4) conducting some user testing
in 2022; 5) developing a disclosure statement and user acknowledgement; and 6) returning to the
Regional Council later in 2022 to seek feedback and remove the implementation pause. He also
noted that they planned for the RAMP-ATG to meet 4 times between December and March 2022.

He briefly described Regional Advance Mitigation Planning as a science-based approach to identify
mitigation opportunities to support regional conservation priorities. He noted that by considering
mitigation development early in the planning process, prior to design and permitting phases,
proponents can identify higher-quality mitigation opportunities. He also noted that advance
mitigation planning can save on project costs and time for implementing agencies, helping them
meet mitigation requirements early in the process and provide certainty for development. He also
noted how Connect SoCal, which was adopted by the Regional Council in late 2020, discusses
regional advance mitigation. He highlighted that SCAG was obligated to meet the requirements of
the mitigation measures included in Connect SoCal’s adopted PEIR, and that one mitigation
measure related to the region’s biological resources was to establish a new RAMP initiative to
preserve habitat. He further noted that to assist in defining the RAMP, SCAG would lead a multi-
year effort to develop new regional tools, like the Regional Data Platform and the Greenprint, with
the Greenprint effort producing a whitepaper on the RAMP initiative. Additionally, that SCAG will
use the Greenprint to identify priority conservation areas and work with County Transportation

Packet Pg. 10
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Commissions to develop advanced mitigation programs or include them in future transportation
measures.

Lastly, he reported that the SoCal Greenprint was an important first step in the formation of a
RAMP and that through the Greenprint, stakeholders would be able to more easily identify lands to
prioritize for growth and conservation based on principles such as connectivity, ecological function,
endangered species habitats, climate resilience, and biodiversity. Further, that the Greenprint
would also include themes and data sets that will supplement regional advance mitigation, such as
environmental justice and built environment data. He noted that this would increase the tool’s
relevance and utility for many SCAG stakeholders and communities, some of which may be more
urbanized or have needs in addition to advance mitigation such as planning for housing production
or utility infrastructure. He further noted that it was important to ensure the Greenprint remains
focused on consistency with SCAG’s Equity and Climate Change Resolutions and to recognize that
stakeholders strongly advocated for a broad range of data throughout the yearlong outreach
process.

Regional Councilmember Hagman expressed that they needed to focus on the process and the
governance of the Greenprint before the data and information can go into it. Mr. Greenspan
acknowledged Regional Councilmember Hagman’s comment. Regional Councilmember Hagman
further noted that they needed a good process that they can follow so that they can take it to the
board and say that this is the process for data to come together.

President Lorimore requested that all the information on the Greenprint be placed in a centralized
location for them to be able to access. He asked staff to add a link on the next agenda.

4. Review of the Anticipated Agendas and Dates for the Next Three Meetings
President Lorimore opened the Public Comment Period.
Seeing no public comment speakers, President Lorimore closed the Public Comment Period.

Jason Greenspan, Manager of Sustainable and Resilient Development provided a brief overview of
the content they would be covering over the four proposed meetings of the RAMP-ATG. He
indicated this meeting was to help people get familiar with the content. For the January meeting, he
indicated that they thought it would be very valuable to 1) have some of their partner agencies
speak to this group about how advanced mitigation is helping them with their infrastructure in
expediting permitting and construction funding; 2) would review some of the feedback they had
received from their interviews with the County Transportation Commission's as they had been
working on a white paper; 3) review some of the strategies, goals and PEIR mitigation measures;
and 4) get some feedback from the RAMP-ATG and provide them with the draft outline of the white
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paper. For the February meeting, he stated they would have a second presentation from another
partner agency, and then start working on those recommendations for a policy framework for
advanced mitigation, so that they can make sure that the data layers for the Greenprint have a
rational nexus. For the March meeting, he stated they would look at the draft white paper and get
their feedback so they can finalize those recommendations for a policy framework for advanced
mitigation, and hopefully then advance that to the Energy and Environment Committee (EEC) and
the Regional Council for their consideration and potential action in April. Lastly, he noted that: 1) in
May, they would finalize the list of data layers based on feedback from their strategic and scientific
advisors, stakeholders and RAMP-ATG members; 2) in June and August of 2022, they would
complete the draft tool and conduct user testing; and 3) in October, they would present the tool to
the Regional Council and the EEC for consideration of removing the pause.

Regional Councilmember Hagman indicated he would like to have a better understanding of the
basic framework of the Greenprint and asked for a meeting with staff to better understand the
background on the Greenprint. He also noted that he did not see anything on the governance or
process for this and stated it would be helpful. Mr. Greenspan acknowledged the request.

President Lorimore reiterated the need to have a centralized location for them to access all
information on Greenprint.

Regional Councilmember Huang stated she agreed with both President Lorimore and Regional
Councilmember Hagman and asked if they could have a separate tab like they did for Regional
Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) [on the website] where they can access information. She also
asked what kind of role the Nature Conservancy would play in these sessions as many concerns
were expressed and if they wanted to continue with them or look for other consultants. Mr.
Greenspan acknowledge the question and indicated they could provide more detail on the scope of
their work.

Regional Councilmember Sean Ashton stated he would also like a similar briefing as requested by
Regional Councilmember Hagman so that he has a better understanding of the Greenprint.

Regional Councilmember Hagman stated that since three members were requesting a briefing then
perhaps they could have a meeting to get into the basics of the Greenprint as he realized they could
not have the discussion on this day as it was a Brown Act meeting. President Lorimore and Regional
Councilmembers Ashton and Pollock agreed.

President Lorimore asked if the dates had been confirmed for the next meetings as it appeared that
they were going to try and add another meeting in January, assuming schedules permitted. Mr.
Greenspan acknowledged the question and indicated they would be working with the Clerk on
everyone’s schedules.

Packet Pg. 12




President Lorimore asked if the RAMP-ATG would not be discussing data points.

Mr. Greenspan acknowledge the question and stated that he thought it was important for the
RAMP-ATG to discuss data and ensure that that there was a nexus between what the tool would be
providing and the data that would be in the Greenprint itself. He also noted that they did have a
section on the Greenprint on the website, with a lot of information posted and would make sure
the RAMP-ATG had the link.

Regional Councilmember Huang indicated that there was a lot of discussion on the data points. She
stated that she thought that it may be worthwhile to somehow categorize the datasets and that
they really needed to look at the ones that were proposed.

Ms. Jepson acknowledged Regional Councilmember Huang’s comment and stated that the goal of
the policy framework was to set up the larger governance structure, so that they can have their
technical experts select the right type of data to fit into the tool. She further stated that they
anticipated that this group would be providing the parameters around the data and that will be part
of the discussion.

Regional Councilmember Pollock stated that he understood that one of the main purposes of this
group was really to make sure they have a common understanding of what it is and how it's going
to be used.

President Lorimore asked how they came up with the group of advisors. Mr. Greenspan
acknowledge the question and noted that the group of advisors was convened in January 2020
which consisted of both policy and science advisors, and included universities as well.

Kome Ajise, Executive Director, noted that it was not unusual for them [SCAG] to convene panels of
experts on different topics.

Regional Councilmember Hagman stated he appreciated the opportunity for the board to weigh in
on policy. He asked about the schedule and the need to meet certain obligations. He indicated this
was their opportunity to make peace with two divided camps. He further stated that he was in
agreement that they should not have to go through 160 data sets because they never talked about
the requirements.

Executive Director Ajise acknowledged Regional Councilmember Hagman’s comments and stated
staff would be prepared to staff them as needed. He clarified that what they were trying to do with
the RAMP-ATG was create a policy that drives where this tool is going to be. He further stated that
the tool was secondary to this conversation because it was a larger policy discussion. He noted that
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he thought that Regional Councilmember Hagman’s request to do a deep dive into the governing
authority was very good instinct, and that would be part of their next meeting.

President Lorimore stated they were going to remain flexible, but that they were already talking
about adding another meeting and would take issues as they came up. He noted there had been
some concerns regarding data points and that they needed to talk about some of the ones they had
received feedback on before they disband the RAMP-ATG.

Regional Councilmember Huang stated she was very committed to this process to make sure they
get it right because it was important for the region. She stated she also had concerns about the data
points and there was some need to go through it to make sure it was relevant to the Greenprint.

Executive Director Ajise stated that the data points were already published and available for people
to look at. He stated it would make sense to have the conversation at some point about datasets in

categories. He further noted that over time, those data sets had been refined based on the input
that they had received from various stakeholders.

President Lorimore stated that they needed to talk about the data points at some point with the
end goal being the white paper.

Regional Councilmember Hagman asked that they also discuss a process for how they add or take
off data.

The RAMP-ATG members engaged in discussions regarding the scheduling of the next meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, President Lorimore adjourned the Regular Meeting of the Regional
Advanced Mitigation Planning - Advisory Task Group at 4:14 p.m.

[MINUTES ARE UNOFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED BY THE RAMP-ATG]
//
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Southern California Association of Governments
Remote Participation Only

January 28" 2022
To: Regional Advance Mitigation Planning — Advisory Task Group EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S
APPROVAL
(RAMP-ATG)

From: Jason Greenspan, Manager of Sustainability
(213) 236-1859, greenspan@scag.ca.gov

Subject: Information/Discussion Items No. 2 through No. 6

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR RAMP-ATG:
Information Only — No Action Required

STRATEGIC PLAN:
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 3: Be the foremost data information hub for the
region.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
This report contains a summary of attached documents for the January 28™ Meeting.

BACKGROUND:

The attachments for the January 28" RAMP-ATG meeting include reference documents for discussion
items 2 through 6, as well as documents from the October 7t" 2021 Regional Council meeting that
provide background information on the origins of the SoCal Greenprint and stakeholder comments.
Inclusion of these documents is to fulfill the request made at the December 10", 2021 meeting to
include more background information about the SoCal Greenprint in the next meeting’s agenda.

Additionally, SCAG staff have posted a comprehensive repository of past Greenprint staff
reports, presentations, public hearings, and meeting minutes dating back to 2018 on the SoCal
Greenprint website, which can be found at this link: https://scag.ca.gov/gis-socal-greenprint/staff-
reports-presentations-and-documents.

For further information, RAMP-ATG members are invited to refer to the Greenprint Newsletters,
which are archived on the website at this link: https://scag.ca.gov/pod/socal-greenprint-newsletter.

The following chart provides a table of contents and a description of the attached documents:
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Document

Description

Agenda Item #2 — Information/Discussion
Items No. 2 through No. 6

Oct 7t" Regional Council Greenprint Staff Report
and Attachments

This staff report provides background on the
SoCal Greenprint, an overview of outreach
conducted prior to and after the July 1st
Regional Council vote; a summary of feedback
received from stakeholders; SCAG’s response to
common stakeholder concerns; and proposed
next steps to address stakeholder concerns. A
comprehensive report in response to the
Regional Council’s July 1 direction and actions
pursued is included as ATTACHMENT A (which
includes, among other things, responses to a
number of concerns expressed during the public
outreach process), along with ATTACHMENTS B,
C, D, E, Fand G as referenced in this report.

Email Regarding Updated Presentation

Email informing RC and EEC members about
updated presentation for the October 7t
meeting that was not included as an attachment
in the original staff report.

Updated October 7" RC & EEC Presentation on
SoCal Greenprint

SCAG staff presentation to RC and EEC on SoCal
Greenprint that includes updated staff
recommendation to continue pause on the
SoCal Greenprint

Email Regarding Supplemental Staff Report
Email informing RC and EEC members about
supplemental staff report that includes revised
staff recommendation to continue pause on
SoCal Greenprint.

Supplemental Staff Report
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Supplemental staff report for October 7" RC and
EEC meeting with revised recommended action
to continue pause on SoCal Greenprint.

Public Comments Received before 5pm
Public comments received prior to the 5pm
deadline on October 6.

Public Comments Received after 5pm
Public comments received after to the 5pm
deadline on October 6.

Agenda Item #3 — Regional Advanced
Mitigation (RAMP) Research and Draft White
Paper Outline

Current draft outline of the RAMP white paper
for RAMP-ATG review.

Agenda Item #4 - Presentation from Orange
County Transportation Commission (OCTA) on
the Freeway Environmental Mitigation Program

Fact sheet on OCTA’s Freeway Environmental
Mitigation Program to accompany presentation.
Example of existing RAMP best practice in the
region.

Agenda Iltem #5 — Presentation from Riverside
Conservation Authority (RCA) Western
Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat
Conservation Plan (MSHCP)

Fact Sheet on RCA’s Multiple Species Habitat
Conservation Program to accompany
presentation. Example of existing RAMP best
practice in the region.

Agenda ltem #6 - Summary of feedback shared
from interviews with County Transportation
Commissions and transportation providers on
SCAG’s upcoming Regional Advanced
Mitigation Program

Summary of interviews conducted with CTCs,
Caltrans and other agencies about potential
RAMP in the SCAG region. Interviews we
conducted as research for the RAMP white

paper.

FISCAL IMPACT:

This project is funded in SCAG’s Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Overall Work Program under 290-4862.01 and

290-4862.02.

ATTACHMENT(S):

Email Regarding Updated Presentation
Email Regarding Supplemental Staff Report

Supplemental Staff Report
Email Regarding Public Comments before 5pm

Ok wNR

Oct 7+ Regional Council Greenprint Staff Report and Attachments

Updated October 7™ RC & EEC Presentation on SoCal Greenprint
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a. October 7th Regional Council Greenprint Staff Report and Attachments
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Southern California Association of Governments
Remote Participation Only
October 7, 2021
To: Energy & Environment Committee (EEC) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S

APPROVAL
Regional Council (RC)
From: Jason Greenspan, Manager of Sustainability
(213) 236-1859, greenspan@scag.ca.gov
Subject: SoCal Greenprint Update

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR EEC:
Information Only — No Action Required

RECOMMENDED ACTION FOR RC:
Staff recommends that the Regional Council remove the pause on Greenprint implementation as
directed on July 1, 2021, and direct staff to:

1. Proceed with developing the SoCal Greenprint as identified in Connect SoCal and its
associated Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR);

2. Include features in the SoCal Greenprint to convey limitations and foster its proper use,
such as a disclosure statement and mandatory user acknowledgement feature;

3. Conduct an open advisory meeting for further review and revision of data layers;

4. Remove datasets for inclusion in the tool if they are not publicly available (i.e. layers are
accessible for download online, or are downloadable via request and/or license to the
author or custodian of the data);

5. Complete prospective user testing with at least ten stakeholders representing the
diverse array of potential users to ensure that the tool is working and functional as
developed with targeted audiences;

6. Engage in continued public outreach as described at the July 1, 2021 RC meeting; and

7. Return to the Regional Council and Energy & Environment Committee once prospective
user testing is complete to demonstrate the tool and seek feedback prior to public
launch.

STRATEGIC PLAN:
This item supports the following Strategic Plan Goal 3: Be the foremost data information hub for the
region.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

SCAG is in the process of developing the SoCal Greenprint tool as an optional, flexible, and open
regional conservation-focused data and mapping tool for the six counties in the SCAG region. The
SoCal Greenprint provides information to support integrated planning to advance Connect SoCal’s
housing, transportation and conservation goals; its development is also a program-wide
mitigation measure in the Connect SoCal PEIR.

On July 1st, 2021, the Regional Council voted to pause implementation of the SoCal Greenprint for
at least 30 days and to hold a public hearing for further discussion, thus permitting staff to
engage in additional outreach with stakeholders to understand their concerns with implementing
the tool. The October 7, 2021 Regional Council meeting includes a noticed public hearing, which
along with the public hearing conducted on August 24, 2021, ensures that SCAG staff meets and
exceeds the direction from Regional Council.

The additional outreach pursued since July 1 (including a data survey, public hearing and one-on-
one meetings with various stakeholders and stakeholder groups) has focused on better
understanding concerns related to the data shared through the tool and the tool’s operability.
Data is divided into six themes: Agriculture & Working Lands, Biodiversity & Habitat, Built
Environment, Environmental Justice, Equity and Inclusion, Vulnerabilities and Ecological
Resilience, and Water Resources, with specific data sets identified within each theme to address
the information needs of developers, local planners, infrastructure agencies, community-based
organizations, and conservation professionals. The feedback on the data layers themselves, while
largely supportive, has also included specific concern relating to data types and data sources that
has helped SCAG identify several data sets to remove or for reconsideration to ensure alignment
with the goals of the project. However, the majority of the input received has been general in
nature, either in support or opposition to the project.

To address concerns raised by stakeholders expressing concern with the project or its scope
(including concerns relating to the tool’s impacts on housing production and local agency
planning efforts), staff has outlined a series of actions in the recommendation that staff will
pursue once the pause is lifted and as the tool is developed. These changes to the tool and its
development process were informed by additional analysis of feedback received from
stakeholders. Further, in response to concerns expressed by some stakeholders, SCAG received
outside legal opinion of, Margaret M. Sohagi, Esq., the principal of The Sohagi Law Group, an
expert in counseling public agencies on CEQA. Per the attached analysis (ATTACHMENT F), Ms.
Sohagi concludes that “the Greenprint does not disrupt the traditional CEQA process in any way,
nor does it interfere with a public agency’s exercise of discretion when evaluating projects under
CEQA. Specifically, the Greenprint is not, by itself, evidence of new information that would trigger
additional CEQA review.”

Staff is recommending the pause be lifted (along with those other actions contained in the
recommendation) to allow for the completion of the Greenprint tool to support integrated
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planning and project delivery that advances Connect SoCal’s housing, transportation and
conservation goals, while also meeting the program-wide mitigation measure requirements in the
Connect SoCal PEIR.

This staff report provides background on the SoCal Greenprint, an overview of outreach
conducted prior to and after the July 1°* Regional Council vote; a summary of feedback received
from stakeholders; SCAG’s response to common stakeholder concerns; and proposed next steps to
address stakeholder concerns. A comprehensive report in response to the Regional Council’s July
1 direction and actions pursued is included as ATTACHMENT A (which includes, among other
things, responses to a number of concerns expressed during the public outreach process), along
with ATTACHMENTS B, C, D, E, F and G as referenced in this report.

BACKGROUND:

Project Purpose & Goals

Development of the SoCal Greenprint tool commenced in January 2020 to provide information that
can help a wide-range of stakeholders including developers, local planners, infrastructure agencies,
community-based organizations, and conservation professionals integrate the protection of natural
and agricultural resources into land use and infrastructure plans. The goals of the project are to:

e Balance regional growth with the multiple challenges affecting Southern California such as
drought, climate change, and habitat loss;

e Better prioritize lands for mitigation that have regional conservation benefits;

¢ Accommodate infrastructure development while protecting important natural resources;

e Address the lack of consistent, regional data and tools that can be used across sectors to
assess land use decisions transparently and objectively; and

¢ Help guide conservation investments and communicate the multiple benefits of natural
resources, agricultural lands, and urban greening to people and communities.

Once completed, the SoCal Greenprint can serve as an optional, flexible, and open regional
conservation-focused data and mapping tool for the six counties in the SCAG region. It can also
expedite project delivery and reduce uncertainty by identifying potential environmental issues early
in project development, which can be especially beneficial for under-resourced local agencies.

The SoCal Greenprint advances Connect SoCal’s specified goals to “promote conservation of natural
and agricultural lands and restoration of habitats” and to balance the region’s need for increased
housing production with environmental protection. Development of the SoCal Greenprint is also
required by mitigation measures of Connect SoCal’s Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR),
which state that SCAG shall develop and use the Greenprint to identify priority conservation areas
in support of advanced mitigation efforts in the region (SMM AG-2) and that new regional tools like
the Greenprint will provide an easily accessible resource to help municipalities, conservation
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groups, developers and researchers prioritize lands for conservation based on the best available
scientific data (SMM BIO-2).

Importantly, these mitigation measures apply only to SCAG, and nothing in the PEIR supersedes
existing regulations and policies of individual jurisdictions. Since SCAG has no authority to impose
mitigation measures, mitigation measures to be implemented by local jurisdictions in their own
processing of projects are subject to a lead agency’s independent discretion as to whether
measures are applicable to projects in their respective jurisdictions. Lead agencies are under no
obligation to use measures identified in the PEIR. The determination of significance and
identification of appropriate mitigation under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) is
solely the responsibility of the lead agency.

Scope of Work & Project Deliverables

In 2019 SCAG entered into a contract with The Nature Conservancy (TNC) to secure assistance in
developing the SoCal Greenprint based on their extensive experience and expertise in developing
Greenprints in California. They have been actively involved in helping staff achieve project
objectives including engaging stakeholders; work plan development; identification of themes;
existing dataset collection; data framework development; web-based tool development; and
identification of next steps and resources.

Stakeholder engagement has been a key component of tool development since the project
launched in 2020 and has featured several rounds of feedback and input from a diverse group of
stakeholders in the fields of planning, land development, transportation, infrastructure,
conservation, and community services organizations. The project’s first year entailed extensive,
targeted outreach to stakeholders to gain insight on the tool’s potential key stakeholders, uses,
main themes, and the most useful datasets to include. More than 60 organizations, representing
every county in the SCAG region, have participated in the development process. Eighteen science
advisors from regional universities, conservation entities, and museums have also provided
guidance to ensure that the best available scientific data is utilized in the tool.

This input has helped inform the data identified for potential inclusion available to view in the
Greenprint. In addition, all data sources must meet all the following criteria:

¢ Data must be publicly available, meaning that existing datasets are available online or can
be accessed if requested and/or licensed;

e Data was vetted for inclusion by the SoCal Greenprint Scientific Advisors; and

e Data would support decision-making from the five key user groups identified through the
planning process (planners, infrastructure agencies, developers, community-based
organizations, and conservation organizations) based on suggestions and feedback from
Science and Strategic Advisors.
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Importantly, stakeholder engagement helped match user needs with data availability. For example,
developers and builders indicated that it would be useful to understand where existing
infrastructure such as utility lines are located to make it easier to understand where it would be
more efficient and affordable to build new development. Other data additions made by stakeholder
input include data from CalEnviroScreen that helps local leaders understand the relationship
between socioeconomic factors and environmental hazards. For additional information on the
SoCal Greenprint’s data vetting process, please refer to ATTACHMENT G.

Each dataset will be used in the same way on the SoCal Greenprint platform to view data by one of
several methods: (1) webmaps with individual/combined layers, (2) multi-benefit asset maps that
combine data layers by theme, and (3) summary reports that explain data outputs for a user-
generated area. Further explanation of each feature is described as follows:

1. Aninteractive webmap function will allow users to view any individual data layer on its own,
or a combination of layers. Users turn on and turn off layers, or can adjust transparency
based on what’s important to them. These layers are already publicly available and
downloadable from existing resources, either online or via request to the author or
custodian of the data. The map merely permits users to aggregate these available data sets
in a customizable and easy to use fashion. Layers will be shown in their native versions, and
will not be altered;

2. Multi-benefit asset maps combine data layers along a common theme, and are used for
visualization purposes. The application of this data is flexible and priorities are user driven,
as users can toggle transparencies to see how benefits within that data theme vary by area
based on what’s important to them. This enables users to view data based on their unique
needs and perspectives; and

3. Users can access summary reports for an area by drawing boundaries in the application or
adding a shapefile with boundaries. The tool will generate reports summarizing underlying
data elements in the area, and users can compare two areas side-by-side if desired.
Summary reports and the underlying data will be available for download.

Beyond sorting data sets into relevant themes (Agriculture & Working Lands, Biodiversity & Habitat,
Built Environment, Environmental Justice, Equity and Inclusion, Vulnerabilities and Ecological
Resilience, and Water Resources), there is no separate or special use for individual datasets and the
“use” of the data to populate the maps or summary reports will be based on users’ selections.

Regional Council Direction, Staff Activities and Findings

On July 1st, 2021 the Regional Council voted to pause implementation on the SoCal Greenprint for
at least 30 days and to hold a public hearing at a future date for further discussion, permitting staff
to engage in further outreach with stakeholders. In adherence to the Regional Council’s direction,
SCAG staff and the project consultant, TNC, have continued to engage stakeholders and have
solicited feedback on the tool as well as the proposed datasets in multiple formats — principally,
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through a stakeholder survey on the proposed data layer list, a public hearing on the tool, and one-
on-one meetings with various stakeholder groups expressing concern and/or support for
implementation of the tool.

Stakeholder Survey

On July 19, the SoCal Greenprint’s Proposed Data Layer List (ATTACHMENT C) list was posted
online, and stakeholders were invited to provide feedback on specific data layers through a survey.
This data listing currently provides background information on the proposed individual data layers
that draw from diverse sources, including public agencies, universities, non-profit organizations,
amongst others. Data is divided into six themes: Agriculture & Working Lands, Biodiversity &
Habitat, Built Environment, Environmental Justice, Equity and Inclusion, Vulnerabilities and
Ecological Resilience, and Water Resources.

The survey was distributed widely and made publicly available between July 19 and August 13,
2021. SCAG sent the survey to more than 4,200 people, including all SoCal Greenprint advisors, city
managers, clerks, council members, mayors, planning directors, planning staff, public works
directors, representatives from the building industry, business councils, chambers of
commerce, and others. The survey was also published on SCAG’s website for any stakeholder or
member of the public to access. Results of the survey show that:

e Thirty-three respondents submitted the survey. Users could comment on one or more
layers, with 69 survey comments addressing 45 different data layers;

o Feedback on the data layers was generally positive: 75% of comments were supportive of
the data layer(s), 13% offered suggestions to improve data layer(s) or consider additional
data, 3% expressed a concern over the data layer(s), and no comments through the survey
requested exclusion of specific data layer(s). Letters provided in lieu of the survey before
the deadline identified less than five data layers with potential issues;

e When asked for feedback on concerns about the goal of the SoCal Greenprint, 53% of
respondents reported no concerns about the goal and no respondents reported concerns.
However, 12% of respondents expressed concerns over pausing or not completing the
project and 18% of respondents expressed other concerns; and,

e When asked for feedback on general concerns about the SoCal Greenprint, 47% of
respondents expressed concern over pausing or not completing the project, 27% expressed
concern over the data content, 13% expressed other concern, and 13% expressed no
concern.

Some stakeholders opted to provide written feedback on data layers independent of the survey.
These letters frequently requested that data and layers generated by universities and non-profit
entities be removed from the tool. A request was also made for the tool’s function to be narrowed
so that it would apply only to lands designated for open space or agricultural uses in local general
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Analysis and response to these concerns, along with a number of others identified below, is
included in ATTACHMENT A.

August 24 public Hearing

SCAG held the first of two planned public hearings on August 24th, 2021 from 4pm to 6pm. After a
presentation on the SoCal Greenprint from SCAG Staff, stakeholders had the opportunity to provide
verbal comments. Written comments were also accepted from July 28th through the close of the
hearing. A recording of the hearing can be found on the SCAG website, and written comments can
be found in ATTACHMENT B.

A total of 34 speakers participated in the public hearing. An equal number of comments expressed
support for the project to those who expressed concerns. Specifically:

e 41% expressed support;

e 41% expressed concerns;

e 9% expressed support and concerns; and

e 9% had general feedback or questions

Additionally, a total of 39 comment letters were received. Of the 39 letters, there were 35 unique
respondents/letters. A significant majority of the comment letters received were supportive of the
project.
o Of the 35 letters, 74% of letters were supportive and 26% expressed concerns;
e Most letters did not address specific data layers and provided more general comments
and/or concerns; and
o Of the 35 letters, 17% of letters addressed specific data layersand 2 letters requested
including additional data layers.

Common general concerns included:
e Broken or inaccessible links to background information on the data layers, which were
subsequently repaired and reposted by SCAG on September 14, 2021;
e Inclusion of non-governmental data sets;
e Data credibility and transparency;
e Process challenges such as CEQA litigation;
e Perceived conflicts with other regional development goals; and,
e Exclusion or inclusion of certain data.

Common general comments included: support for the inclusion of an equity section and data;
reiteration of the SoCal Greenprint’s goals and expectations; expected housing and transportation
service needs; support to advance sustainable development and conservation amid environmental
challenges (e.g., climate change); and the importance of including data on essential infrastructure,
natural resources, and climate change impacts.
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Stakeholder Meetings

SCAG staff made presentations on the SoCal Greenprint to the Technical Working Group (TWG) on
July 15 and September 30, and hosted a special hour-long workshop for TWG members on July 29.
At this workshop, participants were given an in-depth overview of the data and technical aspects of
the tool and had an extended question and answer period with SCAG and TNC staff. SCAG staff also
made a presentation on the SoCal Greenprint to the Global Land Use & Economic (GLUE) Council
meeting on August 9, and included the topic on their October 4 meeting agenda. Members were
invited to provide feedback.

SCAG staff and leadership have also been engaging in one-on-one meetings with stakeholders. On
August 16, SCAG’s Board Officers and staff met with representatives from the building industry,
with a follow-up meeting on September 13. Building industry representatives expressed concerns
about moving forward the Greenprint without reevaluating several of its proposed data layers and
expressed concern in having the tool include lands designated for open space or agricultural uses in
local general plans, and exclude lands where transportation projects have been included in Connect
SoCal. On August 18, SCAG’s Board Officers and staff met with representatives of environmental
and architecture organizations, who emphasized the importance of removing the current pause on
tool implementation and developing the Greenprint as identified in Connect SoCal and the PEIR.

TNC and SCAG staff have also met with stakeholders who responded to the survey to address any
guestions about the Proposed Data List and listen to comments and concerns about proposed data
layers.

Proposed Next Steps in Response to Stakeholder Concerns

Staff is recommending the pause be lifted to allow the project team to pursue a series of activities
in response to stakeholder concerns and complete the Greenprint tool, as further described below
and contained in the staff recommendation:

Removal of Certain Data Layers

As previously noted, the complete list of proposed data layers has been made publicly available and
SCAG collected feedback via survey on the inclusion of individual layers (ATTACHMENT C & D). The
Proposed Data Layer List is not final, and SCAG staff is actively evaluating stakeholder comments
and concerns about specific data sets. SCAG will consider removal or replacement of certain data
layers with alternative datasets based on the recommendations and concerns raised by
stakeholders. Ultimately, SCAG staff, in consultation with the SoCal Greenprint’s Scientific and
Strategic Advisory Committees, will determine which proposed data layers will be available in the
Greenprint tool.

After hearing concerns from stakeholders and applying data vetting criteria, SCAG staff have
decided to remove the Antelope Valley Regional Conservation Investment Strategy (AVRCIS) Cores
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and Linkages dataset from consideration for the final list of data layers. This decision was made
since the AVRCIS has not received approval from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife.

It is important to emphasize that over 50 data sets were removed from consideration prior to the
release of the Proposed Data Layer List for a number of reasons, including but not limited to:

e Datasets did not meet the criteria listed above;
e Advisors noted concerns about limitations or incompleteness of the data; and
e Data elements could be replaced with a similar, but superior dataset

The full list of data sets removed from consideration for the Proposed Data Layer list can be found
in ATTACHMENT E.

Expanded Stakeholder Engagement & User Testing

After revising the Proposed Data Layer List according to stakeholder feedback, SCAG staff will
present the revised list to the Technical Working Group (TWG) for further consultation on revisions
to data layers for inclusion in the tool. The Charter for the Technical Working Group can be found
on SCAG’s webpage at https://scag.ca.gov/technical-working-group. After receiving feedback from
the TWG, SCAG will make recommendations for layer adjustments and subsequently seek feedback
from project stakeholders and Scientific Advisors at an open project Advisory Committee meeting.
From there, SCAG staff will determine the final list of data layers to include in the SoCal Greenprint.

SCAG will then conduct User Acceptance Testing (UAT), specifically live application beta testing,
where at least 10 targeted stakeholders will test a draft version of the tool to identify any issues
with functionality before it is completed and publicly launched. Included in the SoCal Greenprint’s
Scope of Work, User Acceptance Testing (UAT) is an important process necessary to draft the tool
and engage with stakeholders on its refinement.

Development and Inclusion of Disclosure and User Acknowledgment Language

To emphasize to users that the SoCal Greenprint is a non-regulatory tool with no legal effect on
land-use decisions made by local agencies or property owners, some stakeholders requested that
SCAG include disclosure language in the tool. The final, publicly available version of the tool will
include a pop-up screen displaying disclosure language. Prior to using the tool, users will be
required to click an “l understand/acknowledge” box.

Recommendation

To ensure these activities can be completed, staff is recommending that Regional Council remove
the pause on Greenprint implementation. Staff will then return to the Regional Council and Energy
& Environment Committee once prospective user testing is complete to demonstrate the tool and
seek feedback prior to public launch. Thereafter, regular updates will be provided to the Energy
and Environment Committee.
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FISCAL IMPACT:
This project is funded in SCAG’s Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Overall Work Program under 290-4862.01
and 290-4862.02.

ATTACHMENT(S):

ATTACHMENT A - SoCal Greenprint Background and Analysis Report
ATTACHMENT B - Written Comments from the August 24, 2021 Public Hearing
ATTACHMENT C - SoCal Greenprint Proposed Data Layer List

ATTACHMENT D - Proposed Data Layers Survey Results

ATTACHMENT E - Datasets removed prior to posting of Proposed Data Layer List
ATTACHMENT F - Correspondence from Margaret Sohagi, Esq regarding CEQA
ATTACHMENT G - SoCal Greenprint Data Vetting Process

PowerPoint Presentation - SoCal Greenprint Hearing
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ATTACHMENT A

SoCal Greenprint Background and Analysis Report Related to July 1, 2021 Board Directive

Report Contents:

1.

w

REGIONAL POLICY FOUNDATION

1a.
1b.
1c.

Connect SoCal and the Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS)
Natural and Farm Lands Conservation and Climate Resolution 21-628-1
Connect SoCal’s PEIR

SOCAL GREENPRINT PURPOSE AND SCOPE
STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH PRIOR TO JULY 2021
REGIONAL COUNCIL ACTION RECAP AND SUBSEQUENT ACTIVITIES

4a.
4b.
4c.

Proposed Data Layer List and Survey
August 24th Public Hearing
Stakeholder Meetings

SCAG RESPONSE TO COMMENTS

5a.
5b.

5c.
5d.
Se.
5f.
5g.
5h.
5i.
5j.
5k.

51.

5m.

5n.
50.

Is the SoCal Greenprint a plan that will dictate local land use decisions?

Will local jurisdictions need to align data used in general plans and environmental
assessments with the SoCal Greenprint?

There is concern that some of the data sources in SoCal Greenprint do not just identify
data, but simply propose a best management practice, as a future course of action.

Why are non-governmental data layers generated by non-governmental organizations
and universities included? Are layers from these non-governmental institutions vetted?
Will SoCal Greenprint be used or referenced by SCAG as part of the Intergovernmental
Review Program (IGR)?

Are locally-approved General Plans included in the SoCal Greenprint?

How will datasets be used in the tool?

Planned High Quality Transit Areas (HQTAs) for year 2045 should be removed and the
2016 base year data should be utilized in its place.

Links to datasets are not working on the proposed data list that was posted online.

Is this project being rushed? What is the project schedule and delivery timeline?

Why was The Nature Conservancy Chosen as a Consultant for this Project? Since they
purchase and manage conservation easements, is there a conflict of interest?

What are the SoCal Greenprint related Connect SoCal PEIR Mitigation Measures and what
are SCAG’s required actions?

Pertinence of California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

Data Vetting Criteria

Data Citation Requirements

PROPOSED NEXT STEPS TO ADDRESS STAKEHOLDER CONCERNS

6a.
6b.
6c.
6d.
6e.
6f.
6g.

Removal and/or replacement of certain data layers
Consultation with SCAG’s Technical Working Group

Advisory Committee Meeting for final Data Layer List Review
User Acceptance Testing

Development and Inclusion of Disclosure language

Regular updates to SCAG Energy and Environment Committee
Staff Recommended Action

Attachment: ATTACHMENT A - SoCal Greenprint Background and Analysis Report [Revision 2] (SoCal Greenprint Update)
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Note: This Background and Analysis Report refers to, and incorporates, Attachments B, C, D, E, F and
G as included in the associated Regional Council staff report prepared for October 7, 2021. This report
is a part of and incorporated into the staff report by this reference.

1. REGIONAL POLICY FOUNDATION

1a. Connect SoCal and the Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS)

Development and deployment of the SoCal Greenprint tool is part of SCAG’s comprehensive efforts to
provide cities, counties and transportation agencies with the best available scientific information and tools
needed to implement the vision outlined in Connect SoCal, namely to advance the region’s economic
vitality, improve mobility options, and grow in a sustainable way that builds healthy and vibrant
communities. The tool is intended to advance Connect SoCal’s specified goal to “promote conservation of
natural and agricultural lands and restoration of habitats.”? It also is meant to balance Connect SoCal’s
housing production strategies with the conservation of natural and agricultural lands as well as the
restoration of habitats, and support strategies to preserve existing affordable housing and avert
displacement.?

Connect SoCal includes specific strategies to support implementing the region’s adopted Sustainable
Communities Strategy (SCS). Several strategies are directly tied to supporting related greenhouse gas
(GHG) reductions while others support the broader plan goals. The SoCal Greenprint tool can provide
important information to help implement several “Green Region” SCS strategies including:

e Support development of local climate adaptation and hazard mitigation plans, as well as project
implementation that improves community resiliency to climate change and natural hazards;

e Support local policies for renewable energy production, reduction of urban heat islands and
carbon sequestration;

e Integrate local food production into the regional landscape;

e Promote more resource efficient development focused on conservation, recycling and
reclamation;

e Preserve, enhance and restore regional wildlife connectivity;

e Reduce consumption of resource areas, including agricultural land; and

e Identify ways to improve access to public park space.?

1b.Natural and Farm Lands Conservation and Climate Resolution 21-628-1
Connect SoCal includes a Natural and Farm Lands Conservation Technical Report that outlines an
integrated land use and conservation planning approach that seeks to protect the environment and
reduce GHG emissions while meeting the needs of current and future populations. Specific next steps are
included to support further development of a regional conservation strategy, including the development
of a regional greenprint to provide “the best available scientific data and scenario visualizations to help
cities, counties and transportation agencies make better land use and transportation infrastructure
decisions and conserve natural and farm lands.”* Moreover, Resolution 21-628-1, which was adopted
unanimously by the Regional Council on January 7, 2021, affirmed a climate emergency in the SCAG region

! Connect SoCal p. 9

2 Connect SoCal p. 153

3 Connect SoCal p. 50

4 Connect SoCal Natural and Farm Lands Conservation Technical Report p. 22

Attachment: ATTACHMENT A - SoCal Greenprint Background and Analysis Report [Revision 2] (SoCal Greenprint Update)
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and emphasized the SoCal Greenprint as a tool to highlight the benefits of natural lands, waters and
agricultural lands, including access to parks and trails, habitat protection and connectivity, food
production and increased resilience to climate change.

1c. Connect SoCal’s PEIR

Development of the SoCal Greenprint fulfills required mitigation measures of Connect SoCal’s Program
Environmental Impact Report (PEIR), which state that SCAG shall develop and use the Greenprint to
identify priority conservation areas in support of advanced mitigation efforts in the region (SMM AG-2)
and that new regional tools like the Greenprint will provide an easily accessible resource to help
municipalities, conservation groups, developers and researchers prioritize lands for conservation based
on the best available scientific data (SMM BIO-2). Please refer to section 5| for additional information and
language reflected in these measures. Importantly, this mitigation measure applies only to SCAG, and
nothing in the PEIR supersedes existing regulations and policies of individual jurisdictions. Since SCAG has
no authority to impose mitigation measures on other jurisdictions, mitigation measures to be
implemented by local jurisdictions in their own processing of projects are subject to a lead agency’s
independent discretion as to whether measures are applicable to projects in their respective jurisdictions.
Lead agencies are under no obligation, legal or otherwise, to use measures identified in the PEIR. The
determination of significance and identification of appropriate mitigation under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) is solely the responsibility of the lead agency.

2. SOCAL GREENPRINT PURPOSE AND SCOPE

The SoCal Greenprint will be an optional, flexible, and open regional conservation-focused data tool for
the six counties in the SCAG region. It will allow users to convert more than 100 existing data sources into
interactive maps and summary reports, making it easier to understand how to integrate nature into future
planning and development at a user’s discretion. The SoCal Greenprint tool itself will not be a policy
document, report, plan, or manual and has not regulatory effect on any jurisdiction. Examples of the data
that will be available to inform interactive maps and summary reports generated by user-derived priorities
include locations of groundwater sources, wildlife corridors, areas at risk of experiencing wildfires, and
places that will experience extreme temperatures threatening public health. Each map and summary
report will include a thorough explanation of what the data is conveying, how the data was generated,
data sourcing, and context for how the information may be used to integrate nature into project planning.
For example, a data layer that highlights where groundwater sources are located can offer guidance for
best management practices and designs that protect and reduce impacts to groundwater. Suggestions
can be included on how to plan and mitigate for the impacts of climate change in support of Resolution #
21-628-1 adopted by the Regional Council on January 7, 2021.

The tool was built with five user groups in mind who are shaping the future of the region: developers,
planners, infrastructure agencies, community-based organizations and conservation professionals. One of
the project goals is to make it simpler for intended users to easily access information about natural
resources so that planning and mitigation measures can be identified early in project development,
thereby reducing overall project costs, expediting project-delivery, and making it possible to proactively
address issues to help avoid potential litigation.

In 2019 SCAG contracted with The Nature Conservancy (TNC) to assist in developing the SoCal Greenprint.
TNC has extensive experience and expertise in developing Greenprints in California that serve as easy-to-
use resources to promote conservation and smart growth.
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Overall, the SoCal Greenprint will be an important tool to identify environmental challenges and
opportunities early in the planning process to help expedite and reduce risks to infrastructure project
delivery and build healthy communities. It is important to understand the limitations of the tool and
recognize that it is not a plan for future development.

A GREENPRINT IS A GREENPRINT IS NOT

A regulatory plan or acquisition map that puts
constraints on land use for any public or private
entity.

A data tool that can help to advance the pace and
scale of voluntary conservation in a region.

A data tool that identifies landscape features that are
important to residents and communities, like
recreation, habitat, water resources, habitat, climate
change resiliency or community.

A required tool for use in project-level mitigation

may work in concert with each other and with other an area or new data set, nor a comprehensive
values, like climate resilience. solution for natural resource protection.

A data tool that illustrates how conservation values A complete inventory of everything important within

A resource that helps stakeholders understand

collaboration.

factors in a specific area to help facilitate A requirement that stakeholders engage in projects.

An information tool to support data-driven decision

An effor rt pri roperty rights.
making for infrastructure investments. effort to subvert private property rights

3. STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH PRIOR TO JULY 2021

Development of the SoCal Greenprint launched in 2020 and has featured several rounds of feedback and
input from a diverse group of stakeholders in the fields of planning, land development, transportation,
infrastructure, conservation, and community services organizations. The project’s first year entailed
extensive, targeted outreach to stakeholders to gain insight on the tool’s potential key stakeholders, uses,
main themes, and the most useful datasets to include. More than 60 organizations, representing every
county in the SCAG region, have participated in the development process. Eighteen science advisors from
regional universities, conservation entities, and museums have also provided guidance to ensure that the
best available scientific data is utilized in the tool.

Additional information on project stakeholders, outreach, and how feedback informed the data vetting
process for the selection of proposed layers for inclusion in the tool is included in ATTACHMENT G.

4. REGIONAL COUNCIL ACTION RECAP AND SUBSEQUENT ACTIVITIES
On July 1st, 2021 the Regional Council voted to pause implementation on the SoCal Greenprint for at least
30 days and to hold a public hearing at a future date for further discussion, permitting staff to engage in
further outreach with stakeholders.

An initial hearing to solicit feedback from stakeholders was conducted on August 24, 2021. A recording of
the meeting can be found on SCAG’s website, and written comments received prior to the August 24"
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meeting can be found in ATTACHMENT B. A noticed public hearing is also scheduled during the Regional
Council’s October 7, 2021 regularly scheduled meeting.

In adherence to the Regional Council’s direction, SCAG staff and TNC continue to engage stakeholders and
have solicited feedback on the tool as well as the proposed datasets for inclusion in multiple formats —
principally, through a stakeholder survey on the proposed data layer list, a public hearing on the tool, and
one-on-one meetings with various stakeholder groups expressing concern and/or support for
implementation of the tool.

4a.Proposed Data Layer List and Survey
On July 19, the SoCal Greenprint’s Proposed Data Layer List (ATTACHMENT C) list was posted online, and
stakeholders were invited to provide feedback on specific data layers through a survey. This data listing
currently provides background information on the proposed individual data layers that draw from diverse
sources, including public agencies, universities, non-profit organizations, amongst others. Data is divided
into six themes: Agricultural & Working Lands; Built Environment; Vulnerabilities & Resilience;
Environmental Justice, Equity & Inclusion; Habitat & Biodiversity; and Water Resources.

SCAG staff was made aware of certain inoperable links to data on the Proposed Data Layer List. Staff
determined that this was due to a technical error in converting the original Excel file into Portable
Document Format (.pdf). All links were fully repaired and reposted by September 14, 2021.

The six themes and datasets were developed with robust stakeholder engagement throughout 2020 and
during the first half of 2021 to ensure that the tool is crafted to address the information needs of
developers, local planners, infrastructure agencies, community-based organizations, and conservation
professionals. The SoCal Greenprint team has conducted regular engagements with over 60 advisors from
these key user groups and other stakeholders through meetings with the project’s Steering, Advisory, and
Scientific committees, and have also completed interviews with 35 partners. Further, “Rapid Assessment”
sessions have been conducted with a diverse array of organizations to identify their priorities and walk
individual stakeholders through potential data outputs for inclusion in the SoCal Greenprint.

A survey was conducted to continue engagement with stakeholders and solicit additional feedback on
individual data layers proposed to be included in the SoCal Greenprint. The survey builds on the project’s
continuous engagement process and was developed in response to the July 1, 2021 motion by SCAG’s
Regional Council to pause the implementation of the SoCal Greenprint and engage with stakeholders to
consider and address concerns.

The survey was distributed widely and made publicly available between July 19 and August 13, 2021. SCAG
sent the survey to more than 4,200 people, including all SoCal Greenprint advisors, city managers, clerks,
council members, mayors, planning directors, planning staff, public works directors, representatives from
the building industry, business councils, chambers of commerce, and others. The survey was also
published on SCAG's website for any stakeholder or member of the public to access. Results of the survey
show that:

e Thirty-three respondents submitted the survey. Users could comment on one or more layers, with
69 survey comments addressing 45 different data layers;

e Feedback on the data layers was generally positive: 75% of comments were supportive of the data
layer(s), 13% offered suggestions to improve data layer(s) or consider additional data, 3%
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expressed a concern over the data layer(s), and no comments through the survey requested
exclusion of specific data layer(s). Letters provided in lieu of the survey before the deadline
identified less than five data layers with potential issues;

e  When asked for feedback on concerns about the goal of the SoCal Greenprint, 53% of respondents
reported no concerns about the goal and no respondents reported concerns. However, 12% of
respondents expressed concerns over pausing or not completing the project and 18% of
respondents expressed other concerns; and,

e When asked for feedback on general concerns about the SoCal Greenprint, 47% of respondents
expressed concern over pausing or not completing the project, 27% expressed concern over the
data content, 13% expressed other concern, and 13% expressed no concern.

Some stakeholders opted to provide written feedback on data layers independent of the survey. These
letters requested that data and layers generated by universities and non-profit entities be removed from
the tool. A request was also made for the tool’s function to be narrowed so that it would apply only to
lands designated for open space or agricultural uses in local general plans, and exclude lands where
transportation projects have been included in Connect SoCal. SCAG’s response to these concerns are
included in section #5, SCAG RESPONSE TO COMMENTS.

4b.August 24th Public Hearing
SCAG held the first of two planned public hearings on August 24th, 2021 from 4pm to 6pm. After a
presentation on the SoCal Greenprint from SCAG Staff, stakeholders had the opportunity to provide verbal
comments. Written comments were also accepted from July 28th through the close of the hearing. A

recording of the hearing can be found on the SCAG website, and written comments can be found in
ATTACHMENT B.

A total of 34 speakers participated in the public hearing. An equal number of comments expressed support
for the project to those who expressed concerns. Specifically:

e 41% expressed support;

o 41% expressed concerns;

o 9% expressed support and concerns; and
9% had general feedback or questions

Additionally, atotal of 39 comment letters were received. Of the 39 letters, there were 35 unique
respondents/letters. A significant majority of the comment letters received were supportive of the
project.
e Ofthe 35 letters, 74% of letters were supportive and 26% expressed concerns;
e Most letters did not address specific data layers and provided more general comments
and/or concerns; and
e Of the 35 letters, 17% of letters addressed specific data layers and 2 letters requested including
additional data layers.

Common general concerns included:
e Broken or inaccessible links to background information on the data layers, which were
subsequently repaired and reposted by SCAG on September 14, 2021;
e Inclusion of non-governmental data sets;
e Data credibility and transparency;
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e Process challenges such as CEQA litigation;
e Perceived conflicts with other regional development goals; and,
e Exclusion or inclusion of certain data.

Common general comments included: support for the inclusion of an equity section and data; reiteration
of the SoCal Greenprint’s goals and expectations; expected housing and transportation service needs;
support to advance sustainable development and conservation amid environmental challenges (e.g.,
climate change); and the importance of including data on essential infrastructure, natural resources, and
climate change impacts.

4c. Stakeholder Meetings

SCAG staff made presentations on the SoCal Greenprint to the Technical Working Group (TWG) on July 15
and September 30, and hosted a special hour-long workshop for TWG members on July 29. At this
workshop, participants were given an in-depth overview of the data and technical aspects of the tool and
had an extended question and answer period with SCAG and TNC staff. SCAG staff also made a
presentation on the SoCal Greenprint to the Global Land Use & Economic (GLUE) Council meeting on
August 9, and included the topic on their October 4 meeting agenda. Members were invited to provide
feedback.

SCAG staff and leadership have also been engaging in one-on-one meetings with stakeholders. On August
16, SCAG’s Board Officers and staff met with representatives from the building industry, with a follow-up
meeting on September 13. Building industry representatives expressed concerns about moving forward
the Greenprint without reevaluating several of its proposed data layers and expressed concern in
havening the tool include lands designated for open space or agricultural uses in local general plans, and
exclude lands where transportation projects have been included in Connect SoCal. On August 18, SCAG’s
Board Officers and staff met with representatives of environmental and architecture organizations, who
emphasized the importance of removing the current pause on tool implementation and developing the
Greenprint as identified in Connect SoCal and the PEIR.

TNC and SCAG staff have also met with stakeholders who responded to the survey to address any
guestions about the Proposed Data List and listen to comments and concerns about proposed data layers.

5. SCAG RESPONSE TO COMMENTS

Since the project kicked-off in January 2020, SCAG has received multiple letters expressing concerns or
support for the SoCal Greenprint, in addition to verbal comments made during the Public Hearing on
August 24", The following is an overview of frequently cited concerns, with SCAG’s response:

5a.Is the SoCal Greenprint a plan that will dictate local land use decisions?
The SoCal Greenprint will not be a policy document, plan, regulation, manual, or report. As with the
region’s adopted 2020 Sustainable Communities Strategy (contained within the Connect SoCal plan), it
will be non-regulatory, optional resource providing convenient access to multiple datasets that can help
inform local land use decisions. The tool will provide access to existing data to inform interactive maps
and summary reports generated by user-derived priorities. It will not be a regulatory document that is
intended to limit or restrict land use decisions made by local jurisdictions. Consistent with the Connect
SoCal PEIR mitigation measures referenced previously, the SoCal Greenprint is being developed as an
optional GIS-based mapping tool that permits users at their own discretion to view and summarize data
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related to agriculture and working lands, the built environment, vulnerabilities and resilience,
environmental justice and equity, habitat and biodiversity, and water resources in a user-defined area.
Nothing requires a local agency or governmental jurisdiction to use the SoCal Greenprint for land use
planning.

5b.Will local jurisdictions need to align data used in general plans and

environmental assessments with the SoCal Greenprint?

Foremost, local jurisdictions have land use authority and are therefore best equipped to make decisions
on what data is utilized for local planning initiatives, including general plans and environmental
assessments. The SoCal Greenprint tool is not a regulatory program or plan, and local jurisdictions have
no obligation whatsoever to use or consult the SoCal Greenprint tool as part of their planning process.
The SoCal Greenprint tool will make it easy for users to view a range of publicly available, existing data
sets that may or may not be the same as those datasets used by local jurisdictions in their environmental
assessments. Further, the SoCal Greenprint will be utilizing datasets that have regional coverage, and local
jurisdictions may be better suited to identify datasets with more precision at smaller scales (e.g. parcel,
neighborhood, and community levels). SCAG will convey to users that local jurisdictions are the authority
on land use decisions and data selected for local planning in the tool through inclusion of disclosure
language that users must acknowledge when using the tool (as discussed further in section 6e). The SoCal
Greenprint tool returns data results based on user inputs, which will vary based on user interest. As a
result, local jurisdictions may use data sets of their choosing when completing environmental
assessments. Users will be able to turn map layers on and off in the web map portion of the tool to better
understand the overlap of different environmental resources in their area of interest. As previously noted,
the SoCal Greenprint tool will not be a policy document, plan, regulation, manual, or report that
establishes a course of action for local agencies and other stakeholders. It will be a resource that
aggregates data that is already open, existing, and public information into a mapping tool. If a selected
area of interest is too small for certain data to support, the data will deprecate and not be reported. In
such cases, the summary report will include language saying that the area of interest is below the tool’s
acreage thresholds.

5c. There is concern that some of the data sources in SoCal Greenprint do not
just identify data, but simply propose a best management practice, as a

future course of action.

SCAG has solicited input from a number of stakeholders on the Proposed Data Layer List and will continue
to work with strategic advisors, scientific advisors, and members of the Technical Working Group. One
layer that has been flagged as a concern from these stakeholders is the “Tree Equity Score” data produced
by American Forests, which calculates a score for all 150,000 neighborhoods and 486 municipalities in
urban America. Each score indicates whether there are enough trees for everyone to experience the
health, economic and climate benefits that trees provide. The scores are based on how much tree canopy
and surface temperature align with income, employment, race, age and health factors. SCAG will be
examining this layer for inclusion based on feedback provided, and will be seeking guidance on its
potential exclusion from strategic advisors, scientific advisors, and members of the Technical Working
Group in fall 2021.
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5d.Why are non-governmental data layers generated by non-governmental
organizations and universities included? Are layers from these non-

governmental institutions vetted?

Consistent with the Connect SoCal PEIR mitigation measures, the SoCal Greenprint must utilize the best
available scientific data. Best available science and data enables sound decisions based on current
conditions, which is critical in a region that is continually changing. The majority of data sources used for
the SoCal Greenprint are government sources. Other data sources include academic sources, many which
are either peer reviewed, based on peer reviewed methods, or are used for official government purposes
and thus have been vetted. Many datasets are the result of collaboration between government agencies,
non-governmental organizations, and/or academic institutions. These datasets are often hosted by
government agencies. Excluding non-governmental layers from the SoCal Greenprint would reduce the
comprehensiveness of the tool and ignores general tenets of sound planning.

In several instances, non-governmental organizations were contracted by governmental agencies to
develop datasets due to their expertise in a particular area of science and geographic information systems.
Of the layers included in the Proposed Data Layer List, more than 80% are developed by government
institutions. Nearly 10% of layers in the Proposed Data Layer List are funded by governmental agencies,
but authored by non-governmental organizations. The remaining layers that are produced by non-profit
organizations and universities.

In many instances, non-governmental institutions are better equipped to develop data layers due to their
scientific expertise and/or ability to collaborate across political boundaries. One example is the South
Coast Missing Linkages data, which was developed by the non-profit organization SC Wildlands in
collaboration with National Park Service, U.S. Forest Service, California State Parks, The Wildlands
Conservancy, The Resources Agency, California State Parks Foundation, The Nature Conservancy (TNC),
Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, Resources Legacy Foundation, Conservation Biology Institute, San
Diego State University Field Stations Program, Environment Now, Mountain Lion Foundation, and the
Zoological Society of San Diego’s Conservation and Research for Endangered Species, among others.
Cross-border alliances were also formed with Pronatura, Universidad Autonoma de Baja California, Terra
Peninsular, and Conabio. This layer was used for modeling purposes by SCAG in Connect SoCal is widely
used by local governments and other actors to support decision-making on strategic conservation
investments, and builds from a highly collaborative inter-agency effort to identify and conserve the
highest priority linkages in the South Coast Ecoregion. Origination of the data layer by a non-governmental
organization helped facilitate this collaboration between public and private entities.

S5e. Will SoCal Greenprint be used or referenced by SCAG as part of the

Intergovernmental Review Program (IGR)?
SCAG’s Intergovernmental Review (IGR) Program is responsible for providing informational resources
to regionally significant plans, projects, and programs per CEQA Guidelines Section 15206 to facilitate the
consistency of these projects with SCAG’s adopted regional plans, to be determined by the lead agencies.
Informational resources include regional goals and policies, jurisdictional-level growth forecast and
mitigation measures contained in the Program Environmental Impact Report. This process helps lead
agencies to identify the project’s impact on a regional scale and how the proposed project contributes to
our region’s plan and vision as SCAG is also the designated Regional Transportation Planning Agency under
state law and is responsible for preparation of the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) including the
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Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) pursuant to Senate Bill (SB) 375. Informational resources such
as SCAG’s Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Community Strategies (RTP/SCS) goals, strategies and
mitigations measures referenced in SCAG’s comment letters during the Notice of Preparation (NOP) stage
are provided as guidance for lead agencies for consideration during project development. Since the SoCal
Greenprint is not an adopted plan, it will not be utilized for Intergovernmental Review.

5f. Are locally-approved General Plans included in the SoCal Greenprint?
Every four years, SCAG engages one-on-one with the 197 local jurisdictions in the region to develop a
regional snapshot of general plan land uses, specific plan land uses, zoning, and existing land uses at the
parcel-level for all areas in the SCAG region. Importantly, these layers include both local general plan codes
and regional general plan standardized codes, and were shared with local jurisdictions for review and
refinement in 2017 and 2018. These datasets are included for each county in the Proposed Data Layer List
as items number 52 to 57, as described:

“This is SCAG's 2016 land use dataset developed for the Final Connect SoCal, the 2020-2045
Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS), including general plan
land use, specific plan land use, zoning code and existing land use.”

5g. How will datasets be used in the tool?
Each dataset will be used in the same way on the SoCal Greenprint platform, to view data by one of several
methods: (1) webmaps with individual/combined layers, (2) multi-benefit asset maps that combine data
layers by theme, and (3) summary reports that explain data outputs for a user-generated area with more
detail on each feature as follows:

1. Aninteractive webmap function will allow users to view any individual data layer on its own, or
a combination of layers. Users turn on and turn off layers, or can adjust transparency based on
what’s important to them. These layers are already publicly available and downloadable from
existing resources, either online or via request to the author or custodian of the data. The map
merely permits users to aggregate these available data sets in a customizable and easy to use
fashion. Layers will be shown in their native versions, and will not be altered;

2. Multi-benefit asset maps combine data layers along a common theme, and are used for
visualization purposes. The application of this data is flexible and priorities are user driven, as
users can toggle transparencies to see how benefits within that data theme vary by area based
on what’s important to them. This enables users to view data based on their unique needs and
perspectives; and

3. Users can access summary reports for an area by drawing boundaries in the application or adding
a shapefile with boundaries. The tool will generate reports summarizing underlying data
elements in the area, and users can compare two areas side-by-side if desired. Summary reports
and the underlying data will be available for download.

Beyond sorting data sets into relevant themes (Agriculture & Working Lands, Biodiversity & Habitat, Built
Environment, Environmental Justice, Equity and Inclusion, Vulnerabilities and Ecological Resilience, and
Water Resources), there is no separate or special use for individual datasets and the “use” of the data to
populate the maps or summary reports will be based on users’ selections.
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5h.Planned High Quality Transit Areas (HQTAs) for year 2045 should be

removed and the 2016 base year data should be utilized in its place.

SCAG will take this feedback and consider excluding planned HQTAs, with consultation from the Strategic
and Scientific Advisors for the SoCal Greenprint as well as SCAG’s Technical Working Group (TWG).

5i. Links to datasets are not working on the proposed data list that was posted

online.

There were a handful of hyperlinks that were not working due to a technical error in converting the
original Excel file into Portable Document Format (.pdf). The majority of the inoperable links were
replaced with working ones on September 9, 2021. A few more were spotted subsequently, and the
remainder were resolved on September 14, 2021.

5j. Is this project being rushed? What is the project schedule and delivery
timeline?
Developing the SoCal Greenprint is a multi-year process and has included numerous opportunities for
public input and involvement. The contract with TNC was approved at a public meeting of SCAG’s Regional
Council in June 2019 and the project kicked off in January 2020, with a planned launch of the tool during
the first half of 2022, reflecting a more than two-year development process.

The Greenprint was included as a project feature and mitigation measure of the Connect SoCal plan, which
was approved following numerous meetings and opportunities for stakeholder input. Since engaging in
the project, SCAG has delivered multiple presentations and reports to policymakers and working group
members including the Regional Council; Energy and Environment Committee; Community, Economic and
Human Development Committee; Emerging Technologies Committee; Natural and Farm Lands
Conservation Working Group; Technical Working Group; and the Global Land Use and Economic (GLUE)
Council. Additionally, SCAG has continued the pause on project implementation for over 70 days to get
more stakeholder feedback, well past the minimum 30 days. Timely completion and launch of the SoCal
Greenprint is important to align with implementation of mitigation measures contained in the 2020
Connect SoCal PEIR and sufficiently in advance of the 2024 Connect SoCal Plan.

5k. Why was The Nature Conservancy Chosen as a Consultant for this Project?
The TNC has extensive experience and expertise in developing Greenprints in California that serve as easy-
to-use resources to promote conservation. TNC is the only entity to have developed a large-scale regional
web-based Greenprint tool specifically for use by local and transportation agencies. As a non-profit public
charity, TNC’s actions are designed to benefit the public.

51. What are the SoCal Greenprint related Connect SoCal PEIR Mitigation

Measures and what are SCAG’s required actions?
As a mitigation measure for the Connect SoCal plan, the SoCal Greenprint will provide the best available
scientific data to help local jurisdictions and transportation agencies make better land use and
transportation infrastructure decisions that can support conservation of natural and farm lands.
Further, the SoCal Greenprint will help SCAG, municipalities, conservation groups, and developers to
prioritize lands for future conservation to support advanced mitigation in established and forthcoming
transportation measures as well as the development of advanced mitigation programs.
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Regarding the comment that the SoCal Greenprint should apply only where the respective local
jurisdiction has identified areas as permanent open space/agricultural land, and should exclude lands
where transportation projects have been included in Connect SoCal, it is important to understand the
precise language of the PEIR, and its call for advanced mitigation. The specific PEIR mitigation measures
referencing the need to establish the SoCal Greenprint are included here:

SMM AG-2: SCAG shall develop a Regional Greenprint, which is a strategic web-based conservation
tool that provides the best available scientific data and scenario visualizations to help cities,
counties and transportation agencies make better land use and transportation infrastructure
decisions and conserve natural and farm lands. SCAG shall use the Greenprint to identify priority
conservation areas and work with CTCs to develop advanced mitigation programs or include them
in future transportation measures by (1) funding pilot programs that encourage advance
mitigation including data and replicable processes, (2) participating in state-level efforts that
would support regional advanced mitigation planning in the SCAG region, and (3) supporting the
inclusion of advance mitigation programs at county level transportation measures.

SMM BIO-2: SCAG shall continue to develop a regional conservation strategy in coordination with
local jurisdictions and other stakeholders, including the county transportation commissions. The
conservation strategy will build upon existing efforts including those at the sub-regional and local
levels to identify potential priority conservation areas. SCAG will also collaborate with stakeholders
to establish a new Regional Advanced Mitigation Program (RAMP) initiative to preserve habitat.
The RAMP would establish and/or supplement regional conservation and mitigation banks and/or
other approaches to offset impacts of transportation and other development projects. To assist in
defining the RAMP, SCAG shall lead a multi-year effort to SCAG shall develop new regional tools,
like the Regional Data Platform and Regional Greenprint that will provide an easily accessible
resource to help municipalities, conservation groups, developers and researchers prioritize lands
for conservation based on best available scientific data. The Regional Greenprint effort shall also
produce a whitepaper on the RAMP initiative, which includes approaches for the RAMP in the SCAG
region, needed science and analysis, models, challenges and opportunities and recommendations.

Advanced mitigation is a “science-based approach to identify mitigation opportunities to support regional
conservation priorities. By considering mitigation development early in the planning process prior to
design and permitting phases, proponents can identify higher-quality mitigation opportunities” >
Identifying mitigation opportunities early in the planning stages can reduce costs for projects, and can
also reduce uncertainty in the CEQA process. Advanced mitigation involves identifying areas that are rich
in habitat value that are not presently preserved for conservation. In supporting the future conservation
of these lands elsewhere in the region, environmental impacts from a project in an immediate vicinity can
be mitigated. In pursuing advanced mitigation, local stakeholders should use the best available scientific
information to identify areas that are valuable for habitat value but are not presently conserved.

Limiting the utility of the SoCal Greenprint tool and/or narrowing its data accessibility or applicability to
only select areas within the region (e.g. lands designated for open space or agricultural uses in local
general plans, or excluding lands that cover Connect SoCal transportation projects) would effectively
negate its utility for advanced mitigation purposes. Regional advanced mitigation opportunities would be
hamstrung since users would not be able to identify areas apt for conservation using the tool — especially
areas that would be in close proximity to transportation projects. Since the SoCal Greenprint could

5 California Department of Fish and Wildlife
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connect stakeholders across political boundaries, it can also be a strong tool to identify areas apt for
conservation in one county when a project falls in another.

5m. Pertinence of California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Concerns have been raised about how the use of the SoCal Greenprint’s data sets and tool may impact a
project’s CEQA analysis. Please see the attached correspondence from Margaret Sohagi, Esq., the principal
of The Sohagi Law Group, who has been retained to render an opinion on this matter (ATTACHMENT F).

5n.Data Vetting Criteria
After many rounds of consultation with the SoCal Greenprint Scientific and Strategic Advisors, as well as
other stakeholders, data will be selected for potential inclusion by SCAG staff through ongoing
consultation with stakeholders and the consultant team and must meet all the following criteria:

e Data must be publicly available, meaning that existing datasets are available online or can be
accessed if requested and/or licensed;
e Data was vetted for inclusion by the SoCal Greenprint Scientific Advisors; and
e Data would support decision-making from the five key user groups identified through the planning
process (planners, infrastructure agencies, developers, community-based organizations, and
conservation organizations) based on suggestions and feedback from Science and Strategic
Advisors.
Importantly, stakeholder engagement helped match user needs with data availability. For example,
developers and builders indicated that it would be useful to understand where existing infrastructure such
as utility lines are located to make it easier to understand where it would be more efficient and affordable
to build new development. Other data additions made by stakeholder input include data from
CalEnviroScreen that helps local leaders understand the relationship between socioeconomic factors and
environmental hazards. For additional information on the SoCal Greenprint’s data vetting process, please
refer to ATTACHMENT G.

50.Data Citation Requirements
The SoCal Greenprint will include an extensive glossary that cites the data sources, explains the data, and
offers guidance on how the information can be used.

Consistent with SCAG’s past and current practice, all data layers included in the SoCal Greenprint will
feature individual background information on methods, limitations, sourcing, as well as guidance on their
proper use, including:

e A narrative glossary definition explaining what the measure is in user-friendly terms;

e A description of the methodology used to include the data. If any more complex formulas were
used, those will be detailed;

e Names, URLs, and last-updated date for data source(s). Usually a single source, butinrare
instances one measure might draw on two data sources. In all cases, URLs will link back to the
original source of the data; and

e Minimum reporting size. Where data is accurate at larger areas but not smaller, we will display
the minimum reporting size alongside the glossary entry. (Note that this reporting threshold will
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be used in the tool to hide reporting for measures that are not precise enough for a given area of
interest report).

Further, layers will be combined in a single database for external use through an Automated Programming
Interface (API), and the database will include metadata consistent with the Geospatial Metadata
Standards and Guidelines established by the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC), as such:

e Identification Information (originator, publication date, title, abstract, purpose, time period for
content, currentness, progress, maintenance, etc.);

e Data Quality Information (attribute accuracy, completeness, positional accuracy, etc.);

e Spatial Data Organization Information (indirect spatial reference for locating data without using
coordinates);

e Spatial Reference Information (geographic coordinate system, latitude and longitude, etc.);

e Entity and Attribute Information (detailed description of dataset, overview description, attribute
domain values, etc.);

e Distribution Information (contact information for the individual or organization that distributes
the data, a statement of liability assumed by the distributing individual or organization); and

e Metadata Reference Information (date metadata was written, contact information for the
metadata author, metadata standard, metadata access constraints, metadata use constraints).

6. PROPOSED NEXT STEPS TO ADDRESS STAKEHOLDER CONCERNS
SCAG recommends the following steps and actions in order to address stakeholder concerns:

6a. Removal and/or replacement of data layers
As previously noted, the complete list of proposed data layers has been made publicly available and SCAG
collected feedback via survey on the inclusion of individual layers (ATTACHMENT C & D). The Proposed
Data Layer List is not final, and SCAG staff is actively evaluating stakeholder comments and concerns about
specific data sets. SCAG will consider removal or replacement of data layers with alternative datasets
based on the recommendations and concerns raised by stakeholders. Ultimately, SCAG staff, in
consultation with the SoCal Greenprint’s Scientific and Strategic Advisory Committees, will determine
which proposed data layers will be available in the Greenprint tool.

After hearing concerns from stakeholders and applying data vetting criteria, SCAG staff have decided to
remove the Antelope Valley Regional Conservation Investment Strategy (AVRCIS) Cores and Linkages
dataset from consideration for the final list of data layers. This decision was made since the AVRCIS has
not received approval from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife.

It is important to emphasize that over 50 data sets were removed from consideration prior to the release
of the Proposed Data Layer List for a number of reasons, including but not limited to:

e Datasets did not meet the criteria listed above;
e Advisors noted concerns about limitations or incompleteness of the data; and
e Data elements could be replaced with a similar, but superior dataset
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The full list of data sets removed from consideration for the Proposed Data Layer list can be found in
ATTACHMENT E.

6b. Consultation with SCAG’s Technical Working Group
After revising the Proposed Data Layer List according to stakeholder feedback, SCAG staff will present
the revised list to the Technical Working Group (TWG) for further consultation on revisions to data
layers for inclusion in the tool. The Charter for the Technical Working Group can be found on SCAG’s
webpage at https://scag.ca.gov/technical-working-group.

6¢. Advisory Committee Meeting for final Data Layer List Review
After receiving feedback from the TWG, SCAG will make recommendations for layer adjustments and
subsequently seek feedback from project stakeholders and Scientific Advisors at an open project
Advisory Committee meeting. From there, SCAG staff will determine the final list of data layers to
include in the SoCal Greenprint.

6d. User Acceptance Testing
Should the pause be lifted, SCAG will conduct User Acceptance Testing (UAT), specifically live application
beta testing, where at least 10 targeted stakeholders will test a draft version of the tool to identify any
issues with functionality before it is completed and publicly launched. Included in the SoCal Greenprint’s
Scope of Work, User Acceptance Testing (UAT) is an important process necessary to draft the tool and
engage with stakeholders on its refinement.

6e.Development and Inclusion of Disclosure and User Acknowledgment
Language
To emphasize to users that the SoCal Greenprint is a non-regulatory tool with no bearing on land-use
decisions made by local agencies or property owners, stakeholders requested that SCAG include
disclosure language in the tool. The final, publicly available version of the tool will include a pop-up screen
displaying disclosure language. Prior to using the tool, users will be required to click an “I
understand/acknowledge” box.

6f. Regular updates to SCAG Energy and Environment Committee

Should the pause be lifted, during the development process and after its release, SCAG staff will provide
qguarterly updates to the Energy and Environment Committee.

6g. Staff Recommended Action

To ensure these activities can be completed, staff is recommending that Regional Council remove the
pause on Greenprint implementation as directed on July 1, 2021, and direct staff to:

1. Proceed with developing the SoCal Greenprint as identified in Connect SoCal and its associated
Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR);

2. Include features in the SoCal Greenprint to convey limitations and foster its proper use, such
as a disclosure statement and mandatory user acknowledgement feature;

3. Conduct an open advisory meeting for further review and revision of data layers;
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https://scag.ca.gov/technical-working-group

Remove datasets for inclusion in the tool if they are not publicly available (i.e. layers are
accessible for download online, or are downloadable via request and/or license to the author
or custodian of the data);

Complete prospective user testing with at least ten stakeholders representing the diverse array
of potential users to ensure that the tool is working and functional as developed with targeted
audiences;

Engage in continued public outreach as described at the July 1, 2021 RC meeting; and

Return to the Regional Council and Energy & Environment Committee once prospective user
testing is complete to demonstrate the tool and seek feedback prior to public launch.
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Attachment B

Written Comments from the August 24, 2021 Public Hearing

List of Organizations that Submitted Comment Letters
Active SGV

American Institute of Architects

Belinda Faustinos, Nature for All

Bowman Change, Inc.

Building Industry Association of Southern California

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)

California League of Conservation Voters

Center for Demographic Research
Central Coast Alliance United for a Sustainable Economy

City of Mission Viejo

Coalition A (Climate Resolve, Endangered Habitats League, California YIMBY, Everyone In, Natural
Resources Defence Council, Abundant Housing LA, Center for Biological Diversity, The Climate Reality
Project Los Angeles Chapter, League of Women Voters of Los Angeles County)

Coalition B (Amigos de Bolsa Chica, Amigos de los Rios, Ballona Wetlands Land Trust, Banning Ranch
Conservancy, Bolsa Chica Land Trust, California Chaparral Institute, California Cultural Resource
Preservation Alliance, California Native Plant Society — Orange County Chapter, California Wildlife
Foundation/California Oaks, Center for Biological Diversity, Coachella Valley Waterkeeper Defenders
of Wildlife, Diamond Bar-Pomona Valley Task Force of the Sierra Club, Endangered Habitats League,
Fallbrook Land Conservancy, Friends of Coyote Hills, Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks, Hills For
Everyone, Hobo Aliso Task Force of the Sierra Club, Huntington Beach Tree Society, Inc., Inland Empire
Waterkeeper, Laguna Ocean Foundation, League of Women Voters of Orange Coast, Los Angeles,
Santa Monica Chapters of the California Native Plant Society, Los Cerritos Wetlands Land Trust,
Natural Resources Defense Council, Naturalist For You — Santa Ana Mountains Wild Heritage Project,
Orange Coast River Park, Orange County Interfaith Coalition for the Environment, Orange County
League of Conservation Voters, Orange County Coastkeeper, Pomona Valley Audubon Society,
Puente-Chino Hills Task Force of the Sierra Club, Residents for Responsible Desalination, Responsible
Land Use (Diamond Bar), Rio Hondo Group of the Sierra Club, Rural Canyons Conservation Fund,
Saddleback Canyons Conservancy, Sea and Sage Audubon Society, Surfrider — Newport Beach
Chapter, Surfrider — South Orange County Chapter, Surfrider LA, The Trust for Public Land, Tri-County
Conservation League, Ventura Land Trust, Wild Heritage Planners, Women 4 Orange County)
Coalition C (Southern California Leadership Council, Los Angeles County Business Federation (BizFed),
Orange County Business Council, Inland Empire Economic Partnership, Los Angeles Area Chamber of
Commerce, Rebuild SoCal Partnership, Engineering Contractors’ Association Southern California,
Contractors Association, San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership, Santa Clarita Valley Chamber of
Commerce, Hispanic 100, Long Beach Area Chamber of Commerce, Torrance Area Chamber of
Commerce, Southern Orange County Economic Coalition, Ventura County Coalition of Labor,
Agriculture and Business (CoLAB), Construction Industry Air Quality Coalition / Construction Industry
Coalition on Water Quality, NAIOP SoCAL Chapter, North Orange County Chamber of Commerce)
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Coalition for Clean Air

Communities for a Better Environment

Construction Industry Air Quality Coalition

Council of Mexican Federations

Diamond Bar - Pomona Valley Sierra Club, Angeles Chapter

Endangered Habitats League

Friends of Harbors, Beaches, and Parks

Inland Empire Resource Conservation District

LA Conservation Corps

Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy

Maria del Carmen Lamadrid

Mojave Desert Land Trust

Orange County Transportation Authority

Orange County Business Council

Peoples Collective for Environmental Justice

Pitzer College - Robert Redford Conservancy

Puvungna Wetlands Protectors; Sierra Club's Los Cerritos Wetlands Task Force

Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority

Stephanie Pincetl, UCLA Institute of the Environment and Sustainability

Tejon Ranch Company

US Green Building Council Los Angeles

Warehouse Workers Resource Center
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activeSGV.org #ActiveSGV

August 19, 2021

Clint Lorimore

Regional Council President

Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

RE: SUPPORT | SoCal Greenprint
Dear SCAG President Lorimore,

As a place-based community organization dedicated to realizing a more sustainable,
equitable, and livable San Gabriel Valley, ActiveSGV supports the SoCal Greenprint to
create a free, easy-to-use resource for community stakeholders like our organization.

California is in the midst of unprecedented wildfires, extreme drought conditions,
worsening air quality, and other serious health and safety challenges. Faced with
these crises it is imperative that we advance efforts to accelerate sustainable development
and environmental best practices. SoCal Greenprint has the potential to help Southern
California along this path. By compiling more than 100 sources of publicly-available data
into a tool that helps stakeholders visualize how to build healthier communities, the project
can help us make smarter, more cost-effective decisions at the local, regional, and state
level.

Given the time-sensitive nature of the challenges facing us, ActiveSGV urges SCAG to keep
the SoCal Greenprint on track for a Fall 2021 launch. Time is of the essence. The impacts of
the climate crisis are already being felt more severely than forecasted across the state.
Improving access to data and information is a simple step SCAG can take to help key
stakeholders across southern California make better decisions in the months and years
ahead. As a place-based organization focused on some of the most pollution-burdened
communities in California, which deals with the outcomes of discriminatory land-use and
transportation planning on a daily basis, ActiveSGV finds special value in the inclusion of an
equity section that focuses on the unique challenges and needs of these communities. This
is especially important as these very communities are also the most susceptible to the
impacts of global warming and the least prepared to mitigate its effects at the local level.

We encourage SCAG to advance the SoCal Greenprint project and support cities in making
sustainable, equitable development the new norm in southern California.

Thank you,

David Diaz, MPH
Executive Director
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From: Will Wright

Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2021 2:04 PM
To: SCAG Green Region
Subject: Support for SoCal Greenprint Initiative

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Honorable Clint Lorimore

President, Regional Council

Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Re: SUPPORT for SoCal Greenprint Initiative
Dear Hon. Clint Lorimore and the Board of Directors,

As the Director of Government & Public Affairs for the Los Angeles Chapter of the American Institute of Architects, | am
writing to share strong support for the SoCal Greenprint Initiative.

With investment and implementation from SCAG, the SoCal Greenprint will serve as an important tool for policymakers
and civic officials to gain insight into specific information about the land-sue strategies.

The SoCal Greenprint provides the information and resources we need for the region to make smarter and more reliable
decisions that will improve the sustainability of our environment and economic systems while planning for growth.
Given the challenges that lie ahead, we know that our planning has to be smarter and focused on protecting our
treasured natural resources.

Data can help us make better decisions and Southern California has no time to waste in proactively building for a better
future. Heat waves, wildfires and chronic poor air quality have made it clear that climate change is a challenge that
requires data, action, and visionary leadership.

| encourage you to support this initiative and to invest in additional strategies and tools that will allow all of us to have
greater access to information about our region.

Very truly yours,

Will Wright, Hon. AIA LA

Director, Government & Public Affairs

American Institute of Architects, Los Angeles Chapter
Architecture for Communities Los Angeles

3780 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 701, Los Angeles (Yaangna), CA 90010
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August 19, 2021

Honorable Clint Lorimore

President, Regional Council

Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Re: SoCal Greenprint
Dear SCAG President Lorimore,

| have been honored to serve on the SoCal Greenprint Advisory Committee and applaud the
efforts of SCAG in undertaking this effort which will substantively benefit regional planning for
all stakeholders. The advisory committee represents a broad range of interest groups who have
been actively engaged in providing input on development of this GIS tool.

Therefore | am deeply concerned about the July 1 discussion about the future of the SoCal
Greenprint, | urge the SCAG Regional Council to keep the project on track and ensure that the
free, interactive, easy-to-use resource is completed in time to make it possible to plan for the
sustainable growth needed to build a healthy and vibrant Southern California.

The SCAG Regional Council’s efforts to ensure that there is rigorous debate and substantive
public input for the launch of the informational resource tool welcomed, clearly this needs to
be a tansparent process. However, it is essential that the plan move forward in order to make
more than 100 publicly available data sources available via interactive maps to make it easier to
integrate nature into the future growth and development of the region.

The data layers chosen were selected based on feedback provided on what information is
essential to the five primary stakeholders that will be building the future of the region:
developers, planners, government agencies, community organizations and conservation
professionals. Data such as the location of essential infrastructure like sewage lines, where
wildfires have historically occurred, groundwater sources and where tree canopies are located
are among the maps that will make it clear what the most efficient locations are for building
new housing, what natural resources need to be protected and the climate change impacts that
need to be considered to build resilient communities.

Access to information will make it easier to build the housing needs required to sustain an
economically dynamic region, and that is what the SoCal Greenprint offers. It does not establish
new rules, create new regulations or alter existing data, as some opponents have claimed. It
was built by experts on environmental stewardship and data, with transparent input from a
diverse number of stakeholders, including the building industry, to make it a free, useful and
optional resource to protect the environmental assets of the region.
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| enthusiastically support the project and agree that it is important to listen to other
stakeholders who may have additional feedback to strengthen the usefulness of the tool.
However, | hope that the Aug. 24 public hearing and subsequent action serve as a way to
improve the tool and process and not derail it. At a time when the threats of climate change —
including drought, wildfire, environmental degradation and air quality — are clearer than ever,
now is not the time to ignore the information that will empower us to make smarter decisions.

Thank you,

Belinda Faustinos
Retired Executive Director
Nature for All
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August 20, 2021

Honorable Clint Lorimore

President, Regional Council

Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Re: SoCal Greenprint Initiative

Dear SCAG President Lorimore,

As a local business, we are reaching out to thank the Southern California Association of Governments for
its visionary move to sponsor the development of the SoCal Greenprint project. We strongly urge the
organization to keep the project on track for a Fall 2021 launch.

There is no question that Southern California as a region will continue to expand and develop in the years
to come. Southern California needs additional housing and transportation services to help it continue to
be an economically vibrant region. Bowman Change, Inc. is a supporter of the SoCal Greenprint because
it elevates existing data to help decision makers and stakeholders like ourselves understand how to best
integrate nature into the future growth and development of the region.

The SoCal Greenprint is a tool that is in line with SCAG and the region’s leadership in ensuring that our
continued growth is done so in a sustainable way that prepares our communities for the climate
challenges that lie ahead. As a region, Southern California is connected by watersheds, wildlife corridors,
air quality issues and economic activity that is not constrained by jurisdictional boundaries. The SoCal
Greenprint will help our organization and others overcome those boundaries to promote smart regional
planning that also makes sense locally. We appreciate the opportunity to leverage the SoCal Greenprint’s
data to understand how to better plan and prepare for a collective future of growth and environmental
leadership.

We appreciate the opportunity to express our support for the continued development of the SoCal
Greenprint as part of the August 24 public hearing. We urge you to take the feedback collected to

strengthen the tool and develop the resource we need for sustainable growth in Southern California.

Thank you,

Tom Bowman
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Greenprint Survey Response

Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Re: SoCal Greenprint Themes and Data Survey

On behalf of the Building Industry Association of Southern California (BIASC), thank you for
the opportunity to continue our conversation on the SoCal Greenprint. Our concerns with the
Themes and Data proposed for the SoCal Greenprint span generally across all data sets and in an
effort to reduce repetitive survey submissions, we submit the following comment:

1. Require Transparency. The planned content of Greenprint must be fully disclosed,
inclusive of all “factors” chosen to “map” what SCAG’s Greenprint team has
concluded is a “constraint” on development in the region, along with the agency,
academic, NGO, or other “open source” which developed either the factor, the
mapping criteria to measure the factor, or the actual maps that apply each factor. On
July 28, 2021 an email was sent that offered the first disclosure of the proposed data
list that will be used to create the SoCal Greenprint’s interactive maps. This was an
important first step that must be continued, in real time, as changes are made to data
points proposed for inclusion within the SoCal Greenprint.

2. Require Accountability. As stated on the SoCal Greenprint website, once
developed, the SoCal Greenprint will be an “online mapping tool to help stakeholders
prioritize lands for growth and conservation based on the best available scientific
data.” The July 28™ Proposed Data Layer List includes multiple sources that offer
data from private organizations and/or data that has not been peer reviewed or
credibly vetted, preventing it from being called scientific data. Inclusion of such data
sets in the SoCal Greenprint impart the credibility of the SCAG organization to it and
as such, create significant new information that can be used in CEQA challenges. To
avoid this concern, all data points included in the SoCal Greenprint must, at a
minimum, be from official Government sources.

3. Right-Size Scope. Unless otherwise directed by Regional Council Resolution,
“Greenprint” shall be applied only to lands designated for open space or agricultural
uses in local General Plans, excluding such lands for which transportation projects
have been included in the SCAG Regional Transportation Plan (2020). The proposed
boundaries of “Greenprint” mapping shall be disclosed within 30 days of the
Regional Council direction, and the full draft content of Greenprint shall be disclosed
no later than 60 days prior to Regional Council action to approve the final version of
Greenprint for its use, as required by Connect SoCal’s Program EIR Agricultural and
Biological Resource Mitigation Measures, to identify which of the open space and
agricultural lands designated in locally-approved General Plans can also provide
agricultural and biological resource mitigation for implementation of the Regional
Transportation Plan, and local General Plans.
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From: Appiah, Francis O@DOT_

Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2021 4:40 PM
To: SCAG Green Region

Subject: Supporting the Greenprint

Hello,

My name is Francis Appiah, Senior Environmental Planner and Mitigation Specialist with Caltrans. | am here to express
my support for the SoCal Greenprint project and underscore the importance of data in planning for the future
transportation needs of the state and region.

As Connect SoCal made clear, the future of the region’s vitality and continued economic prowess depends on building
enough homes and ensuring that the transportation network supports the region’s mobility needs. That will mean
increasing transportation options, continuing to expand the region’s transit network and ensuring that roads and
highways are safe and maintained.

Transportation projects and smart environmental planning go hand-in-hand. At Caltrans, we understand that any
transportation project must consider how to best integrate nature and protect essential natural resources. A tool like
the SoCal Greenprint will provide essential information to give us a baseline view of how projects can impact the natural
environment and how to be efficient in our planning and development.

Access to information will make it easier for us to identify early challenges, proactively work with community members
to build awareness and support, and better understand how to make our projects sustainable. We currently rely on
many of the data sources that will be available in the SoCal Greenprint and making them publicly available in one easy-
to-navigate location will be an invaluable resource to any planner, transportation agency or developer building any
development project in the region.

We urge you to complete the SoCal Greenprint and make the resource widely available to all stakeholders.
Thank you,

Francis Appiah

Mitigation Specialist

Department of Transportation

Division of Environmental Planning

100 S. Main Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012
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From: Appiah, Francis O@DOT_

Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2021 5:08 PM
To: SCAG Green Region

Subject: Greenprint Support

Hello,

As a Senior Environmental Planner and Mitigation Specialist with Caltrans; | am here to express my support for the
SoCal Greenprint project and underscore the importance of data in planning for the future transportation needs of the
state and region.

1. As a State Transportation Agency in a busy SCAG Region, having a Greenprint in this region will assist us to plan
future projects within the region by considering resources available within the region either to improve the resources or
protect them using our best management practice that will bring benefits to these highlighted by this Greenprint.

2. Future Caltrans projects must consider the current issues such sea level rise, adaptation, and resiliency within
the SCAG’s Region. Having Greenprint in the region will help us to prioritize and address these issues during project
planning stages before implementation.

3. Greenprints will allow Caltrans to plan for multiple benefits projects within the region, and as a result, we can
create partnerships among practitioners, unlock different funding sources, inform smart growth, and lead to durable
and lasting results at many levels and in many sectors.

4. A transportation agency within a data driven Region like ours, A tool like the SoCal Greenprint will provide
essential information to give us a baseline view of how projects can impact the natural environment and how to be
efficient in our planning and development.

Therefore, we urge you to complete the SoCal Greenprint and make the resource widely available to all stakeholders.

Francis Appiah

Mitigation Specialist

Department of Transportation

Division of Environmental Planning

100 S. Main Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012
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From: Appiah, Francis O@DOT

Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2021 5:59 PM
To: SCAG Green Region

Subject: Favor the SoCal Greenprint

Hello,

After listening to many people talk with my coworker, | heard Housing shortage, but no affordable housing.

They did not mention capacity increase on roads and highways when these expensive houses are built.

As a staff to transportation agency, | am worry about our infrastructure network such Highways, freeways, bridges and
more. Also, water crisis: The Developers and their associations who have concerns did not see water crisis in the SCAG
region. One person was bold enough to say there is no shortage of open spaces, but we have seen wildlife such as
mountain lions, bobcats, coyotes, to name few coming to residential areas. This means there is a shortage in open
spaces, so we need to preserve the existing ones and make that information available for all SCAG citizens and our
visitors. Think about future for all. We support the SoCal Greenprint. It has not new laws and it does not against
development.

Lastly should SCAG tagged UCLA, or USC or UCSB or UCI or any of the institution in the SCAG Region, would the
Developers accept or favor the Greenprint?

Thank you,

Francis Appiah

Mitigation Specialist

Department of Transportation

Division of Environmental Planning

100 S. Main Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012
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August 20, 2021

Honorable Clint Lorimore

President, Regional Council

Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Re: SoCal Greenprint Initiative
Dear SCAG President Lorimore,

As an environmental organization, the California League of Conservation Voters writes to
express our thanks to the Southern California Association of Governments for its visionary
move to sponsor the development of the SoCal Greenprint project. We strongly urge the
organization to keep the project on track for a Fall 2021 launch.

The California League of Conservation Voters represents over 130,000 members, with a
mission to protect and enhance the environment and the health of all California
communities by electing environmental champions, advancing critical priorities, and
holding policymakers accountable.

There is no question that Southern California as a region will continue to expand and
develop in the years to come. Southern California needs additional housing and
transportation services to help it continue to be an economically vibrant region. The
California League of Conservation Voters is a supporter of the SoCal Greenprint because
it elevates existing data to help decision makers and stakeholders like ourselves
understand how to best integrate nature into the future growth and development of the
region.

The SoCal Greenprint is a tool that is in line with SCAG and the region’s leadership in
ensuring that our continued growth is done so in a sustainable way that prepares our
communities for the climate challenges that lie ahead. The tool also ensures the legacy of
development in Southern California is about advancing science and data in ways that will
guide the development of healthy cities and places for all. As a region, Southern California
is connected by watersheds, wildlife corridors, air quality issues and economic activity that
is not constrained by jurisdictional boundaries. The SoCal Greenprint will help our
organization and others overcome those boundaries to promote smart regional planning
that also makes sense locally. We appreciate the opportunity to leverage the SoCal
Greenprint’s data to understand how to better plan and prepare for a collective future of
growth and environmental leadership.

We appreciate the opportunity to express our support for the continued development of

Attachment: ATTACHMENT B - Written Comments from the August 24, 2021 Public Hearing (SoCal Greenprint Update)

california league of conservation voters / www.ecovote.org
a 350 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 1100, Oakland, California 94612 / phone: 510.271.0900 / fax: 510.271.0901
0 6310 San Vicente Boulevard, Suite 425, Los Angeles, California 90048 / phone: 323.939.6790 / fax: 323.939.6791

188

Printed with soy-based inks on processed chlorine-free, 100% post-consumer waste recycled paper %8 g

Packet Pg. 57




the SoCal Greenprint as part of the August 24 public hearing. We urge you to take the
feedback collected to strengthen the tool and develop the resource we need for
sustainable growth in Southern California.

Thank you,

Qﬂ //L/C'{/b;\/\,a\__ (AN =

Melissa Romero
Legislative Affairs Manager
California League of Conservation Voters
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From: Diep, Debora
Sent: Monday, August 9, 2021 1:04 PM

To: Kimberly S. Clark <Clark@scag.ca.gov>
Cc:

Subject: Greenprint feedback

Hi Kim,

As follow up to my phone message, | haven'’t been able to dedicate much time to the Greenprint, but | did notice in the

attached document something that I've commented on in regard to other data elements.

The document attached lists SCAG as the source for multiple data points but doesn’t differentiate between what the
original source data was and how SCAG modified/aggregated/manipulated the data. An example is the land use data.
These layers may be the land use categories that SCAG aggregated and standardized from the original source data from
the jurisdictions, but the source or description should indicate that. The “SCAG Open Data Portal” isn’t actually a source; it

is the location of where the data can be found.

Original categories in attached document:
Source: SCAG Open Data Portal

Description: This is SCAG's 2016 landuse dataset developed for the Final Connect SoCal, the 2020-2045 Regional
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS), including general plan landuse, specific plan landuse,

zoning code and existing landuse.
Additional Information: ...website link...

Recommended:

Source: 197 SCAG local jurisdictions’ General Plan, specific plan, zoning and existing land use databases from ~2016-

2017.

Description: This land use dataset was aggregated and standardized by SCAG from local jurisdiction land use information
developed for SCAG’s Final 2020 Connect SoCal, the 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities
Strategy (RTP/SCS), which includes general plan land use, specific plan land use, zoning code and existing land use

(year 2016).
Additional Information/Location: SCAG Open Data Portal ...website link...

BTW- the whole document needs to be proofed, e.g., land use is not one word, but is used as “landuse” throughout.

Let me know if you have any questions.
Thanks for the consideration.
Deborah
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Deborah S. Diep

Director

Center for Demographic Research
1121 N. State College Blvd., Suite 238
Fullerton, CA 92831-3014

www.fullerton.edu/cdr

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail and any attachments, including documents, files, or previous e-mail messages, may contain confidential information that is
legally privileged intended for the sole use of the designated recipient(s). If you are not the intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it, you are
hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of any of the information contained in or attached to this transmission is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. |If
you have received this transmission in error please destroy the original transmission and its attachments without reading or saving in any manner and immediately

notify the sender by return e-mail. Thank you.
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August 24, 2021

Honorable Clint Lorimore

President, Regional Council

Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Re: SoCal Greenprint
Dear SCAG President Lorimore,

CAUSE is an organization that works to support environmental restoration efforts to
enhance equitable access to green space in “park-poor” communities like Oxnard and
Santa Paula facing severe health and environmental disparities. Accessing data about
existing green space access in our communities is vital to our work. Furthermore, as a
community in Ventura County which has been hard-hit by wildfires in recent years,
engaging our residents to understand risk and build resilience to natural disasters is
more important than ever.

Following the July 1 discussion about the future of the SoCal Greenprint, we urge the
SCAG Regional Council to keep the project on track and ensure that the free,
interactive, easy-to-use resource is completed in time to make it possible to plan for the
sustainable growth needed to build a healthy and vibrant Southern California.

We appreciate the SCAG Regional Council’s efforts to ensure that there is rigorous
debate and substantive public input for the launch of the informational resource tool
that will make more than 100 publicly available data sources available via interactive
maps to make it easier to integrate nature into the future growth and development of
the region. We represent one of the more than 60 organizations from across the six
counties that have provided feedback and input to get the SoCal Greenprint to where it
is today.

The data layers chosen were selected based on feedback provided on what information
is essential to the five primary stakeholders that will be building the future of the
region: developers, planners, government agencies, community organizations and
conservation professionals. Data such as the location of essential infrastructure like
sewage lines, where wildfires have historically occurred, groundwater sources and
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where tree canopies are located are among the maps that will make it clear what the most
efficient locations are for building new housing, what natural resources need to be protected and
the climate change impacts that need to be considered to build resilient communities.

Access to information will make it easier to build the housing needs required to sustain an
economically dynamic region, and that is what the SoCal Greenprint offers. It does not establish
new rules, create new regulations or alter existing data, as some opponents have claimed. It was
built by experts on environmental stewardship and data, with transparent input from a diverse
number of stakeholders, including the building industry, to make it a free, useful and optional
resource to protect the environmental assets of the region.

We are eager for the opportunity to reiterate our support for the project and listen to other
stakeholders who may have additional feedback to strengthen the usefulness of the tool.
However, we hope that the Aug. 24 public hearing and subsequent action serve as a way to
improve the tool and process and not derail it. At a time when the threats of climate change -
including drought, wildfire, environmental degradation and air quality - are clearer than ever,
now is not the time to ignore the information that will empower us to make smarter decisions.

Thank you,

Maricela Morales, Executive Director
CAUSE (Central Coast Alliance United for a Sustainable Economy)
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Trish Kelley
Mayor

City of Mission Viejo s

Mayor Pro Tem

Fa ,@

@ l Brian Goodell
it . Council Member
Community Development Department Gres Raths

Council Member

Ed Sachs
Council Member

Electronic Transmittal:
scaggreenregion{@scag.ca.gov

August 13, 2021

Ms. Sarah Jepson

Planning Director

Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700

Los Angeles, California 90017

Subject: City of Mission Viejo Comments: SoCal Greenprint

The City of Mission Viejo appreciates the opportunity to review and provide initial comments on
the proposed data layers for SCAG’s SoCal Greenprint project, and our key comments are
enclosed. We sincerely hope that SCAG’s exploration and SCAG’s responses to the provided
questions and comments, will help the targeted stakeholders — including local jurisdictions and
the building community — better understand the proposed scope and application of SoCal
Greenprint.

We also appreciate the assistance that SCAG staffmembers Kimberly Clark and India Brookover
have provided to us on requested background information on SoCal Greenprint.

Should you have any questions on the City’s comments, please do not hesitate to contact our
consultant, Gail Shiomoto-Lohr.

Respectfully,

%

Elaine Lister,
Director of Community Development
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Attachment: City of Mission Viejo Comments: SoCal Greenprint

cc: Mayor Pro Tem Wendy Bucknum, SCAG Regional Council District 13
Representative
Mayor Trish Kelley, SCAG Transportation Committee Representative
Councilmember Greg Raths, SCAG Energy & Environment Committee

Representative

Dennis Wilberg, City Manager
Mark Chagnon, Public Works Director
Larry Longenecker, Planning Manager
Rich Schlesinger, City Engineer
Jason Greenspan, SCAG, greenspan (@scag.ca.gov
India Brookover, SCAG, brookover@scag.ca.gov
Kimberly Clark, SCAG, clark@scag.ca.gov
Marnie O’Brien Primmer, OCCOG Executive Director, marnie@occog.com
Nate Farnsworth, OCCOG TAC Chair, City of Yorba Linda,
nfarnsworth@yorbalindaca.gov
Justin Equina, OCCOG TAC Vice-Chair, City of Irvine, jequina@cityofirvine.org
Warren Whiteaker, OCTA, wwhiteaker@octa.net
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Attachment
City of Mission Viejo Comments: SCAG SoCal Project Greenprint

Technical Accuracy of Data Layer; Appropriateness of Including Additional Non-
Resource Data Points in Any Proposed Data Layer

Question/Comment:

Does SoCal Greenprint consist of published data alone, or does it also apply published data to
suggest a best management practice or mitigation action? If a SoCal Greenprint data layer
proposes recommendations that result from the application of a published data layer, it is
critical that the origin data be vetted for accuracy, to avoid incorrect or misrepresented
conclusions. Further, the City of Mission Viejo questions the appropriateness of including non-
resource data points in any proposed data layer. These topics are illustrated in the discussion
of the proposed Tree Equity Score Data Layer (Data Layer #166), as outlined below:

Tree Equity Score Data Layer: #166 and Application to the City of Mission Viejo:

SoCal Greenprint includes Data Layer #166: Tree Equity Score, developed by American
Forests (see Exhibit A). The SCAG data layer description says “The Tree Equity Score tool
calculates a score for all 150,000 neighborhoods and 486 municipalities in urban America.
Each score indicates whether there are enough trees for everyone to experience the health,
economic and climate benefits that trees provide. The scores are based on how much tree
canopy and surface temperature align with income, employment, race, age and health factors.’
[emphasis added].

The website for the Tree Equity Score explains its use of a 0 to 100 point system to identify
how a community fares on the number of trees in the geographic census block group area,
with a score of 100 representing tree equity. The first release of scores was conducted in June
2021, and includes cities and towns that have at least 50,000 people.

The City of Mission Viejo is included in the Tree Equity database. There is not a citywide tree
score. The City’s Tree Equity Score is based on a specific census block designation. The
City’s tree score ranges from a high of 94 for Census Tract 320.27 that also includes the City
of Lake Forest, to a low of 36 for Census Block Group 320.223 that includes Saddleback
Community College and the Arroyo Trabuco Golf Club. As illustrated in Exhibit B — a print out
of the Tree Equity tool — for Census Block Group 320.223, the surface temperature is identified
to be 100 degrees, with a current canopy cover of 14% and a recommended canopy cover
goal of 48%. In addition, other indicators besides surface temperature have been factored into
the development of the tree equity score. These additional indicators include Unemployment, a
Health Index, a People in Poverty percentage, a Seniors (65+) percentage, a Children (0-17)
percentage, and a People of Color percentage, as illustrated in Exhibit B.
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City of Mission Viejo Comments:

1) Socioeconomic Data Points Used in Developing the Tree Equity Score: One of the

stated objectives of SoCal Greenprint is to map and identify natural resources from
already published data. Such a tool allows stakeholders, such as local jurisdictions and
project applicants, to understand and achieve an early identification of the location of
natural resources in the project study area, and from this inventory, to better plan a
project with such natural resources in mind.

The City of Mission Viejo expresses several concerns with the SoCal Greenprint Tree
Equity Score data layer, as detailed below:

a)

b)

In developing a Tree Equity Score for a census area, the data layer goes beyond
just the identification of natural resources data (i.e., how much tree canopy cover is
in the area and what is the reported surface temperature of that area), to also
include additional, non-resource data points such as Unemployment, a Health Index,
a People in Poverty percentage, a Seniors (65+) percentage, a Children (0-17)
percentage, and a People of Color percentage. This tool appears to reach beyond
the factual presentation of resource data, to include an application of non-resource
related, socioeconomic data points that are weighted and used in the calculation of a
community’s Tree Equity Score. The City of Mission Viejo expresses concern that
this approach seems to delve into a grey, policy area where there has not been any
evaluation or acceptance of the approach that uses socioeconomic data points such
as unemployment or age cohort data, to not only calculate a community’s tree score,
but also suggest a proposed percentage of how much more the tree canopy should
be increased. The City would suggest that there needs to be a robust vetting and
determination to accept any approach that uses more than just natural resource data
to compile a community index, in SoCal Greenprint.

Regarding the socioeconomic data points used in the Tree Equity Score Tool, the
City of Mission Viejo consulted with the Center for Demographic Research at CSU
Fullerton on the non-resource, socioeconomic score indicators that were used. The
data points of Unemployment, a People in Poverty percentage, a Seniors (65+)
percentage, a Children (0-17) percentage, and a People of Color percentage, largely
mirror data points in the U.S. Census American Community Survey (ACS) data.
However, in further examining some of the ACS data points, two issues surface:

(1) Frequency of Data Layer Updates: The socioeconomic data points in the Tree
Equity Score Tool seem to be derived from the 2014 — 2018 ACS, but there is
also a more recent and published 2015 — 2019 ACS dataset. Aside from the
larger issue of whether non-resource, socioeconomic data should be used in
the calculation of a community’s tree score, there is the technical question of
why the more current 2015 — 2019 ACS dataset is not used, especially when
this tool was released in June 2021. How often should we expect any of the
data layers to be updated in SoCal Greenprint?
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(2) Accuracy of data points: One of the data points used in the Tree Equity Score
Tool, is the percentage of People In Poverty. In looking at the two census
block groups in Mission Viejo that have the lowest tree equity scores, there
seems to be a disconnect with the percentages reported in the Tree Equity
Tool versus what is reported in the ACS. For example, as illustrated in Exhibit
B, the Tree Equity Score Tool identifies that Census Block Group 320.223 is
reported to have 32% of said census group’s population in poverty. However,
the 2014 — 2018 ACS data, which is the year of ACS data used for the other
socioeconomic data points, identifies that 15% of the population is reported to
be in poverty, versus 32%. The current 2015 — 2019 ACS data reports that
17% of the population is reported to be in poverty. Is the Tree Equity Score
data point on poverty accurate, or does it use other considerations besides
the ACS poverty data information to arrive at the percentage of population in
poverty?

c) Reported Surface Temperatures: Surface temperature represents the heat energy
given off by land, buildings and other surfaces. According to the Tree Equity Score
Tool methodology, the reported surface temperature is based on USGS Earth
Explorer Landsat 8 imagery and thermal bands. However, CalEPA has also been
assessing Urban Heat Island Impacts, as a result of AB 296 adopted in 2012.
CalEPA's efforts is summarized at:

https://calepa.ca.gov/climate/urban-heat-island-index-for-california/understanding-
the-urban-heat-island-index/

Of particular interest is the identification that CalEPA is defining and examining the
characteristics of the urban heat island for each census tract in and around most
urban areas in the State of California. The City of Mission Viejo suggests that the
CalEPA effort be examined by SCAG staff, to better understand the status of this
effort and if there has been any public outreach on this effort, especially if any of the
CalEPA data is planned to be incorporated or applied to other statewide efforts. It
would be helpful to know if the CalEPA effort is comparable or compatible with the
approach used in the national Tree Equity Tool, especially since CalEPA also
identifies that its urban heat index could be used for prioritizing urban greening.

Compatibility of SoCal Greenprint Data Layers with Local General Plan and Project
CEQA Analyses

Question/Comment:

How is the information in SoCal Greenprint, envisioned to be used or not used, for project
mitigation assessment and mitigation? How do the SoCal Greenprint data layers align with
data used by local jurisdictions in their environmental assessments? Are there definitive,
recognized data sources for certain subject areas, such as Noise?
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City of Mission Viejo Comments:

SoCal Greenprint proposes to include data on noise levels for Aviation, Passenger Rail, and
Road Noise, using 2018 Noise data from the U.S. Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS).
This is identified in Proposed Data Layer #13: 2018 Noise Data (See Exhibit C).

From a project analysis perspective, conducting a Noise assessment and mitigating Noise
impacts is a requirement of both the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). From a General Plan perspective, noise analyses
and assessment are conducted to develop a jurisdiction’s required General Plan Noise
Element, to ensure that the noise contours are used as a guide to establish a pattern of land
uses in the Land Use Element to minimize exposure to excessive noise.

The City of Mission Viejo did not know if the use of the U.S. Bureau of Transportation Statistics
(BTS) is the definitive data source to measure noise data, and sought the counsel of
environmental consultants for their input on this issue. There was consensus that there is no
one, individual data source for noise. Further, there was recognition that the BTS data source
may have been used because of the large scale of the SCAG region, and the difficulty to
consolidate the individual noise contour maps from local jurisdiction General Plans into one
map. However, one key concern that was raised, is the level of detail in the BTS source data,
and whether it is too generalized to be useful for the SCAG region.

One of the environmental consultants contacted the BTS to better understand what populates
the BTS map and the detail level of the data. The U.S. Department of Transportation
responded to this inquiry with the following caveat:

“Please note that the National Transportation Noise Map and associated data were developed
for national level analysis and includes simplified noise modeling. It is intended for the tracking
of trends and should not be used to evaluate noise levels in individual locations and/or at
specific times. There are potential differences in the data sources and the complexity of the
models used for noise modeling depending on type of analysis. The term “potential to be
exposed” is used because there are several conservative assumptions that go into the
analysis. If any one of those assumptions were to change, the noise exposure numbers could
also change. For example, the documentation states “Shielding is not considered (i.e.
attenuation due to barriers and terrain are not considered)”; for areas that have shielding, the
noise levels may be overestimated. The average implies that sound levels could be both
higher and lower, depending upon time of day, season of the year, etc. Additionally, sounds
from transportation sources other than aviation and road (e.g. rail and maritime) as well as
non-transportation sources are not considered. Sounds from things such as construction sites,
rock quarries, power plants, etc., could dampen some of the transportation noise.”

The consultant further noted that there could be conflict or inconsistency between local noise
assessment data and the BTS noise data. It is recommended that one area that should be
further examined, is the BTS’s use of a 24-hour L¢q noise measurement. The consultant noted
that Leq data might not provide any nighttime noise weighting that is used for the Lqn
measurement in California or the evening weighting for the CNEL metric, which would be
important for land use siting decisions in the SCAG region.
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The City of Mission Viejo respectfully requests that the use of the 2018 Noise data from the
U.S. Bureau of Transportation Statistics be further examined with the input provided by the
U.S. Department of Transportation and local environmental consultants consulted.

Related to SoCal Greenprint, the larger key issue is to clearly understand and explain how any
data in SoCal Greenprint is to be used for local planning efforts, including environmental
assessment and mitigation, and to address the potential that data in SoCal Greenprint may
conflict with local planning data, adopted policies and adopted plans.
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SoCal Greenprint

Proposed Data Layers for Inclusion

EXHIBIT A
July 2021 Version

#

Theme

Data Name

Source

Description

Additional Information

166

Environmental
Justice, Equity, and
Inclusion

Tree Equity Score

American Forests

The Tree Equity Score tool calculates a score for all
150,000 neighborhoods and 486 municipalities in urban
America. Each score indicates whether there are
enough trees for everyone to experience the health,
economic and climate benefits that trees provide. The
scores are based on how much tree canopy and
surface temperature align with income, employment,
race, age and health factors.

https://www.americanforests.org/our-work/tree-equity-score/

DRAFT
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SoCal Greenprint

Proposed Data Layers for Inclusion

EXHIBIT C

July 2021 Version

# Theme Data Name Source Description Additional Information
11 Built Environment Light pollution 1) Falchi, Fabio; Cinzano, |www.lightpollutionmap.info is a mapping application https://www.lightpollutionmap.info/
Pierantonio; Duriscoe, Dan; [that displays light pollution related content over
Kyba, Christopher C. M.; Microsoft Bing base layers (road and hybrid Bing
Elvidge, Christopher D.; maps). The primary use was to show VIIRS/DMSP data
Baugh, Kimberly; Portnov, |in a friendly manner, but over the many years it
Boris; Rybnikova, Nataliya |received also some other interesting light pollution
A.; Furgoni, Riccardo related content like SQM/SQC measurements, World
(2016): Supplement to: The |Atlas 2015 zenith brigtness, almost realtime clouds ,
New World Atlas of Artificial [aurora prediction and IAU observatories features.
Night Sky Brightness. GFZ
Data Services.
http://doi.org/10.5880/GFZ.1
.4.2016.001
2) Falchi F, Cinzano P,
Duriscoe D, Kyba CC,
Elvidge CD, Baugh K,
Portnov BA, Rybnikova NA,
Furgoni R. The new world
atlas of artificial night sky
brightness. Science
Advances. 2016 Jun
1;2(6):e1600377.
12 Built Environment Desert Renewable Energy Bureau of Land Zones where renewable energy development is https://www.blm.gov/programs/planning-and-nepa/plans-in-
Conservation Plan (DRECP) Management permitted. development/california/desert-renewable-energy-conservation-
Development Focus Areas & plan#:~:text=The%20Desert%20Renewable%20Energy%20Co
Variance Lands nservation,San%20Bernardino%2C%20and%20San%20Diego ;
https://navigator.blm.gov/data?keyword=DRECP
13 Built Environment 2018 Noise Data Bureau of Transportation Data within the National Transportation Noise Map https://data-usdot.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/2018-noise-
Statistics represent potential noise levels across the nation for an|data
average annual day for the specified year. This dataset
is developed using a 24-hr equivalent A-weighted
sound level (denoted by LAeq) noise metric. The
results represent the approximate average noise
energy due to transportation noise sources over a 24-
hour period at the receptor locations where noise is
computed. Layers include Aviation, Passenger Rail
(prototype), and Road Noise for the Lower 48 States as
well as Alaska and Hawaii.
14 Built Environment Local Area Transportation (vehicle |Bureau of Transportation Average weekday household Vehicle Miles Traveled https://www.bts.gov/latch/latch-data
miles traveled) Statistics (VMT) is the estimated miles traveled by a household.
The estimate is derived using data from the National
Household Transportation Survey and the American
Community Survey. Data is available at the census
tract level.
15 Built Environment Sewer network - LA county LA County Los Angeles Public Works Sanitary Sewer System https://egis-lacounty.hub.arcgis.com/datasets/lacpw-sanitary-
includes sewer lines, manholes, pump stations, sewer-network
treatment plants and SMD Operations grid.

DRAFT
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COALITION A LETTER — COALITION MEMBERS
Climate Resolve

Endangered Habitats League

CA YIMBY

Abundant Housing LA

Natural Resources Defense Council

Everyone In

Center for Biological Diversity

The Climate Realty Project, Los Angeles Chapter
League of Women Voters of Los Angeles County
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Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) Regional Council
900 Wilshire Blvd., Ste. 1700
Los Angeles, CA 90017

August 23, 2021
RE: The SoCal Greenprint Tool - Support
Dear SCAG Regional Councilmembers,

The SoCal Greenprint will compile more than one hundred existing data sources into interactive
maps that help stakeholders visualize how to better integrate nature into future growth and
development. The Greenprint will be an immense help for local jurisdictions, transportation
agencies, developers, non-profits and other stakeholders in advancing the policies adopted in
Connect SoCal.

This project is not only crucial in implementing various SCAG policies, but will also be of
monumental benefit to organizations across the region as we work on a broad range of projects,
issues, and goals. The layers with information on agriculture and working lands, built environment,
vulnerabilities and resilience, environmental justice, equity and inclusion, habitat and biodiversity,
and water resources will be elucidating for many organizations that don’t have access to this
information. Providing a centralized hub for this data will help greatly to expedite important work in
the interest of the public good.
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SoCal Greenprint tool’s implementation.
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Sincerely,

Bryn Lindblad Dan Silver Louis Mirante Leonora Camner
Deputy Director Executive Director Legislative Director Executive Director
Climate Resolve Endangered Habitats League CAYIMBY Abundant Housing, LA
Carter Rubin Tommy Newman
Mobility & Climate Advocate Vice President,
NRDC Engagement & Activation

Everyone In
Elizabeth Reid-Waistcoat Tara Barauskas and Andy Hattala
Urban Wildlands Campaigner Chapter Co-Chairs
Center for Biological Diversity The Climate Reality Project, Los Angeles Chapter
Fatima Malik
President

League of Women Voters of Los Angeles County
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COALITION B LETTER — COALITION MEMBERS

Amigos de Bolsa Chica

Amigos de los Rios

Ballona Wetlands Land Trust

Banning Ranch Conservancy

Bolsa Chica Land Trust

California Chaparral Institute

California Cultural Resource Preservation Alliance
California Native Plant Society — Orange County Chapter
California Wildlife Foundation/California Oaks

Center for Biological Diversity

Coachella Valley Waterkeeper

Defenders of Wildlife

Diamond Bar-Pomona Valley Task Force of the Sierra Club
Endangered Habitats League

Fallbrook Land Conservancy

Friends of Coyote Hills

Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks

Hills For Everyone

Hobo Aliso Task Force of the Sierra Club

Huntington Beach Tree Society, Inc.

Inland Empire Waterkeeper

Laguna Ocean Foundation

League of Women Voters of Orange Coast

Los Angeles, Santa Monica Chapters of the California Native Plant Society
Los Cerritos Wetlands Land Trust

Natural Resources Defense Council

Naturalist For You — Santa Ana Mountains Wild Heritage Project
Orange Coast River Park

Orange County Interfaith Coalition for the Environment
Orange County League of Conservation Voters

Orange County Coastkeeper

Pomona Valley Audubon Society

Puente-Chino Hills Task Force of the Sierra Club
Residents for Responsible Desalination

Responsible Land Use (Diamond Bar)

Rio Hondo Group of the Sierra Club

Rural Canyons Conservation Fund

Saddleback Canyons Conservancy

Sea and Sage Audubon Society

Surfrider — Newport Beach Chapter

Surfrider — South Orange County Chapter

Surfrider LA

The Trust for Public Land

Tri-County Conservation League

Ventura Land Trust

Wild Heritage Planners

Women 4 Orange County
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August 23, 2021
Submitted via email to: SCAGGreenRegion@scag.ca.gov

Attn: SoCal Greenprint Team

Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG)
900 Wilshire Blvd., Ste. 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

RE: Comments on the SoCal Greenprint
Dear SCAG Greenprint Team:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the SCAG SoCal Greenprint. In 2020, a coalition of nearly 50
organizations that spanned the six-countywide region supported the 2020 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP)
and Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) called Connect SoCal because of its inclusive vision to find the
“and” between housing, transportation, and conservation. We are writing to support this vision once again—even
as others can only see value in their interests.
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By way of background, this coalition has grown in size, geography, and interest since it first formed in 2012. In
the 2012 RTP/SCS, the coalition focused on the inclusion of natural lands mitigation and associated policies
within the SCAG plans. Later, in January 2020, we were pleased to see SCAG advancing the preservation

of natural and farmlands by including it as one of the 10 goals for the plan. This was the first time in your
organization’s then 55-year history that conservation was a plan goal.
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We believed at that time, as we do now, that including conservation of natural and farmlands was a step in the
right direction. Because of the very public process around the adoption of the RTP/SCS at that time, we were
not aware that SCAG’s goals would be challenged a year later in such a way that SCAG would even consider
rescinding on its promise to develop the SoCal Greenprint. If this occurred, SCAG would be in breach of its
promises made in environmental documents since it is a twice listed mitigation measure. Consequently, we
support completing the Greenprint and launching it this in Fall 2021—as promised.

To be quite direct, SCAG and the conservation community had not had a robustly positive relationship until
Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks began following and participating in the RTP/SCS process in 2012.
Through its leadership, our organizations were brought along and actively engaged in the process. It would be a
terrible shame if, after three RTP/SCS cycles, SCAG ignores the voices of regional conservation partners because
one very loud voice, the Building Industry Association (BIA) and its members, delayed its engagement on this
topic and is suddenly not happy.

PUBLIC PROCESS HAS BEEN TRANSPARENT & INCLUSIVE

For the last five years, SCAG staff has shepherded a Natural and Farmlands Working Group in quarterly
meetings—all of which are appropriately noticed and open to the public. Numerous presentations on the SoCal
Greenprint and Conservation Module were given in the Working Group meetings. The Greenprint has been
discussed at workshops and the Natural Lands Working Group a minimum of nine times (3/9/17, 9/28/17,
4/19/18, 7/19/18, 12/11/19, 5/28/20, 10/15/20, 2/25/21, and 5/27/21).

Further, the Greenprint was regularly highlighted multiple times at the Energy and Environment Committee; the
Community, Economic, and Human Development Committee; and Regional Council meetings. This is why it
comes as such a shock to see such fierce opposition stemming from one constituent-base toward the Greenprint
now. What happened? We've been engaged in this process for five years—the Greenprint has been an ongoing,
sustained project of SCAG's for years. It was also highlighted in the SCAG Work Plans as well.

MULTIPLE DOCUMENT REVIEWS/APPROVALS OCCURRED

Not only did the SCAG Regional Council approve the RTP/SCS and all other mitigation measures in the
Program Environmental Impact Report/Statement (PEIR/S) at its May 2020 meeting, but it reaffirmed that
approval at its September 2020 meeting after a tightening up and refinement of the mitigation measures. Two
reviews of the documents and its mitigation measures occurred and were approved by majority vote of the
Regional Council.

Members from the conservation community commented at every single meeting where the Natural and
Farmlands Appendix was or could be discussed during this review. Why didn't the BIA raise concerns then?
This is the third Natural and Farmlands Appendix created in an RTP/SCS by SCAG, so it shouldn’t come as any
surprise that it was again included in the 2020 documents. The Greenprint was a natural progression from the
2016 commitments.

GREENPRINT INCLUDED IN NATURAL AND FARM LANDS APPENDIX
Contrary to the letter submitted by the BIA on May 12, 2021, the Greenprint is, in fact, listed in the Natural and
Farmlands Appendix as something SCAG is developing (page 22). It is described as:

Attachment: ATTACHMENT B - Written Comments from the August 24, 2021 Public Hearing (SoCal Greenprint Update)

“SCAG is developing a Regional Greenprint, which is a strategic web-based conservation tool that provides
the best available scientific data and scenario visualizations to help cities, counties and transportation
agencies make better land use and transportation infrastructure decisions and conserve natural and

farm lands. Specifically, the Regional Greenprint will serve as an online mapping platform illuminating
the multiple benefits of natural and agricultural lands through data related to key topics such as habitat
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connectivity, biodiversity, clean water, agriculture, and greenhouse gas sequestration.”

This tool was included in the Appendix. The Appendix is part of Connect SoCal. Therefore, the tool is part of the
RTP/SCS.

Further, language incorporated in the 2016 Plan states:

“[SCAG will] Continue to gather spatial and other data to better inform regional policies regarding natural/
farm lands, such as the 2014 data gathering efforts to provide coarse and fine scale habitat assessment data
for the SCAG region.” (Data Sharing header, page 6)

And,

“Expanding on the Natural Resource Inventory Database and Conservation Framework & Assessment by
incorporating strategic mapping layers to build the database and further refine the priority conservation
areas.” (Strategies and Next Step Recommendations, page 7)

THE GREENPRINT IS A MITIGATION MEASURE

SCAG is fully aware that not only is the Greenprint a goal within the Natural and Farmlands Appendix, but it

is also a twice-listed mitigation measure in the PEIR/S. Specifically, SCAG Mitigation Measure Agricultural
Resources AG-2 (SMM AG-2) expressly requires development of a Greenprint, and SCAG Mitigation Measure
Biological Resources BIO-2 (SMM BIO-2) also expressly requires the development of new regional tools, like the
Greenprint.

Eliminating a mitigation measure in an approved document will simply mean that SCAG will be required to
start the mitigation measure over again from scratch, and the last 18 months will have been a complete waste
of time and taxpayer dollars to fund the work a second time, especially when the existing Greenprint is nearly
completed.

TRANSPORTATION CONFORMITY AT RISK

Further, the Connect SoCal document received its transportation conformity determination on June 5, 2020
from the Federal Highway Administration and the Federal Transit Administration. Stopping the Greenprint, and
functionally eliminating a mitigation measure, would unnecessarily risk approvals and the determination.

THE GREENPRINT IS WELL SUPPORTED

As noted in our letter from January 2020, which was conveniently not referenced in the BIA letter, the Coalition
believes this Greenprint “is a great next step to the 2016 Plan and we support this policy as is.” Part of the reason
this Coalition supported the Natural and Farmlands Appendix and associated environmental documents for
Connect SoCal is because it included this and other ways to meet the regional greenhouse gas emission and
vehicle miles traveled reduction goals set by the State. Conservation is one tool to reduce both. We cannot build
our way to a better climate. We can conserve our way to it. We are facing immediate and dire consequences from
the climate crisis—right now. Any lands protected would be through a willing seller acquisition—land is never
taken through eminent domain for conservation purposes.

Attachment: ATTACHMENT B - Written Comments from the August 24, 2021 Public Hearing (SoCal Greenprint Update)

Further, did we not just learn the value of open space close to neighborhoods during the pandemic? Natural
lands and access to them was a saving grace for many families and individuals that had no other safe space to
visit.

As indicated in the PowerPoint from July 2021 to the Regional Council, the Greenprint integrates nature into the
built environment.
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GREENPRINT SURVEY COMPLETED

While many of us completed the online survey to support the Greenprint layers, wed like to acknowledge the
thoughtful nature, inclusion, and separation by topic of the data layers into relevant categories. All of the layers
have our full support. Each and every master category sheds light onto an important topic that is relevant to both
the natural and built environment. We hope the BIA paid particular attention to this commenting opportunity so
that SCAG can appropriately respond to its concerns.

Further, these layers are already publicly available. No new information was created for this Greenprint.
Consequently, the Greenprint is simply synthesizing what already exists. This type of tool can, for example,
benefit the development community in that they can find mitigation locations and understand site constraints
or future impacts related to climate change. Planning in a vacuum is never a good idea. The inclusivity of this
information makes the tool valuable to many types of stakeholders.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment and provide substantive input. We hope that SCAG leaders, and
even the BIA, recognize the value of collaboration, tools that cross multiple sectors, and that an all-or-nothing
approach does more harm than good.

Should you have any questions, please reach out to this coalition coordinator, Melanie Schlotterbeck of Friends
of Harbors, Beaches and Parks at 714-779-7561.

Sincerely,

Amigos de Bolsa Chica * Amigos de los Rios * Ballona Wetlands Land Trust * Banning Ranch Conservancy
Bolsa Chica Land Trust * California Chaparral Institute * California Cultural Resource Preservation Alliance *
California Native Plant Society - Orange County Chapter * California Wildlife Foundation/California Oaks *
Center for Biological Diversity - Coachella Valley Waterkeeper * Defenders of Wildlife * Diamond Bar-Pomona
Valley Task Force of the Sierra Club * Endangered Habitats League * Fallbrook Land Conservancy * Friends

of Coyote Hills * Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks * Hills For Everyone * Hobo Aliso Task Force of the
Sierra Club * Huntington Beach Tree Society, Inc. * Inland Empire Waterkeeper * Laguna Ocean Foundation °
League of Women Voters of Orange Coast * Los Angeles, Santa Monica Chapters of the California Native Plant
Society " Los Cerritos Wetlands Land Trust * Natural Resources Defense Council * Naturalist For You - Santa
Ana Mountains Wild Heritage Project * Orange Coast River Park * Orange County Interfaith Coalition for the
Environment * Orange County League of Conservation Voters * Orange County Coastkeeper * Pomona Valley
Audubon Society * Puente-Chino Hills Task Force of the Sierra Club * Residents for Responsible Desalination

" Responsible Land Use (Diamond Bar) * Rio Hondo Group of the Sierra Club * Rural Canyons Conservation
Fund * Saddleback Canyons Conservancy * Sea and Sage Audubon Society * Surfrider - Newport Beach
Chapter * Surfrider - South Orange County Chapter * Surfrider LA * The Trust for Public Land * Tri-County

Conservation League * Ventura Land Trust * Wild Heritage Planners * Women 4 Orange County
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COALITION C LETTER — COALITION MEMBERS

Southern California Leadership Council

Los Angeles County Business Federation (BizFed)

Orange County Business Council

Inland Empire Economic Partnership

Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce

Rebuild SoCal Partnership

Engineering Contractors’ Association

Southern California Contractors Association

San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership

Santa Clarita Valley Chamber of Commerce

Hispanic 100

Long Beach Area Chamber of Commerce

Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce

Southern Orange County Economic Coalition

Ventura County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business (CoLAB)
Construction Industry Air Quality Coalition / Construction Industry Coalition on Water Quality
NAIOP SoCAL Chapter

North Orange County Chamber of Commerce
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August 24, 2021

President Clint Lorimore and Regional Council Members
Southern California Association of Governments

900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

RE: Comments on the SoCal Greenprint and Request that the SCAG Regional Council Redirect
the Development of Greenprint to be Consistent with Local Control and the Authorizing

Language in Connect SoCal

Dear President Lorimore and Regional Council Members:

Attachment: ATTACHMENT B - Written Comments from the August 24, 2021 Public Hearing (SoCal Greenprint Update)
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On behalf of the business, industry and community organizations subscribing to this letter, we
write today as a Business Coalition to express our further concerns about SCAG staff’s thus far
very problematic development of the SoCal Greenprint. On April 30, 2021, a diverse coalition of
business and community interests submitted a letter to then-President Rex Richardson outlining
several serious concerns with the early stages of the development of the Greenprint. On June
29, 2021, a similar group of signatories wrote to ask the Regional Council to undertake a special
hearing to discuss, better oversee, and steer the Greenprint effort. Soon afterward, the Regional
Council voted to pause work on the Greenprint so that the Regional Council could grasp and
debate the concerns about the path on which the Greenprint development was headed.

As we indicated previously, we do not oppose — and instead support — SCAG’s determination to
develop a Greenprint. We recognize, in light of two mitigation measures that SCAG formally
adopted in connection with last year’s Connect SoCal (SMM BIO-2 and SMM AG-2), that SCAG is
committed to developing a Greenprint following an appropriate amount of research,
investigation, and consideration. What we oppose is any hasty and poorly-managed Greenprint
development process like the one that is presently underway, which seems sure to result in a
problematic Greenprint. Importantly, a problematic Greenprint would undercut our collective
efforts to provide sufficiently robust job, infrastructure, and housing opportunities in the years
and decades ahead. The Regional Council should not stand by and permit such a result. Especially
in light of our region’s great need for more housing production and the present demand on our
197 local governments to accommodate over 1.3 million housing units under the Regional
Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) process. A wrongheaded approach to the Greenprint will
make our local governments’ challenges even more daunting, and could inadvertently hand
housing opponents the ammunition to delay and prevent greatly needed housing projects.

When SCAG adopted Connect SoCal last year, it concurrently approved an addendum to the
accompanying program environmental impact report (PEIR) which included the adoption of two
mitigation measures specifically pertaining to the development of the Greenprint.! One of the
two mitigation measures, denominated SMM BIO-2, reads as follows (with emphasis added
below):

SCAG shall continue to develop a regional conservation strategy in coordination
with local jurisdictions and other stakeholders, including the county transportation
commissions. The conservation strategy will build upon existing efforts including

1 When SCAG’s Regional Council approved the programmatic environmental impact report (PEIR) that pertains to
the later-approved Connect SoCal, it approved an accompanying addendum containing both (i) final alterations to
promised Connect SoCal mitigation measures, and (ii) an appendix containing SCAG’s responses to public
comments. SCAG is legally bound by the contents of the former (i.e., SCAG is legally obligated to adhere to the
terms of the promised mitigation measures per se).
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The other mitigation measure concerning the Greenprint, which is denominated SMM AG-2,

those at the sub-regional and local levels to identify potential priority
conservation areas. SCAG will also collaborate with stakeholders to establish a new

Regional Advanced Mitigation Program (RAMP) initiative to preserve habitat. The
RAMP would establish and/or supplement regional conservation and mitigation
banks and/or other approaches to offset the impacts of transportation and other
development projects.

To assist in defining the RAMP, SCAG shall lead a multi-year effort to develop new

regional tools, like the Regional Data Platform and Regional Greenprint that will
provide an easily accessible resource to help municipalities, conservation groups,
developers and researchers prioritize land for conservation based on best
available scientific data. The Regional Greenprint effort shall also produce a white
paper on the RAMP initiative, which includes approaches for the RAMP in the SCAG
region, needed science and analysis, models, challenges and opportunities and

recommendations.

reads as follows (with emphasis added below):

We have many concerns about the missteps that SCAG’s staff has already taken in deviation from

SCAG shall develop a Regional Greenprint, which is a strategic web-based
conservation tool that provides the best available scientific data and scenario
visualizations to help cities, counties and transportation agencies make better land
use and transportation infrastructure decisions and conserve natural and farm
lands. SCAG shall use the Greenprint to identify priority conservation areas and
work with CTCs to develop advanced mitigation programs or include them in future

transportation measures by (1) funding pilot programs that encourage advance
mitigation including data and replicable processes, (2) participating in state-level
efforts that would support regional advanced mitigation planning in the SCAG
region, and (3) supporting the inclusion of advance mitigation programs at county
level transportation measures.

the mitigation measures set forth above. Briefly, our concerns are as follows:

Although SCAG tasked itself with undertaking a “multi-year effort” to develop a Regional
Greenprint “to help prioritize land conservation based on best available scientific datal,]”

Attachment: ATTACHMENT B - Written Comments from the August 24, 2021 Public Hearing (SoCal Greenprint Update)

SCAG’s staff then delegated the developmental responsibilities to The Nature

Conservancy, which is an organization whose sole mission and business model is the
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management of lands placed in conservancies and trusts. Thus, they are the beneficiaries
of dedicated open spaces and are naturally inclined to limit and preclude land
development. SCAG’s staff thus chose as the leader of the Greenprint effort an entity
that is inherently biased when it comes to marshalling and balancing the many competing
factors that must be carefully weighed in any sound land use decision-making. SCAG’s
choice of the The Nature Conservancy to lead the Greenprint effort is impolitic and has
the appearance of prejudicing the Greenprint process. SCAG’s staff must now employ a
higher standard of care to assure that all other interests and stakeholders are heard and
respected, that land use data sets in Greenprint are balanced, and that data is properly
vetted, especially for scientific valididty and acceptance, before proceeding to a final
Greenprint.

Although the mitigation measure denominated SMM BIO-2 calls for a “multi-year effort”
to marshal “best available scientific data,” four weeks ago, SCAG’s staff reported out to
stakeholders interested in the Greenprint process that it and The Nature Conservancy
have already gathered 166 different data sets which they propose should all potentially
overlie land use planning in the SCAG region. Generally (ignoring specifics at this point),
the sources and qualities of many of these data sets are problematic by degree. Many of
them are products of neither meaningful public processes nor the careful balancing that
realistically must adhere to sound land use decision-making. Concerning the 166 data
sets, a quick review indicates that 21 were compiled by non-governmental organizations
(having their own agendas and biases ), 14 were compiled by academics (potentially the
same), and 38 reflect various constraints and data sets compiled over time by SCAG’s
staff. Concerning the latter, some are the products of SCAG’s ad hoc working groups,
which are typically populated through self-selection and often by single-issue advocates
having different levels of real-world land use policy expertise. Such products cannot serve
as substitutes for the kind of informed factual analysis and careful balancing that takes
place within the respective local jurisdictions when they undertake land use decision-
making. That is why it is particularly troubling that the 166 different data sets currently
proposed to populate the Greenprint do not include locally-approved general plans and
land use designations, which are perhaps the most important and relevant data of all.
This cannot be regarded as consistent with SCAG’s often-repeated pledge to respect and
adhere to local control in land use planning.

Therefore, we urge SCAG to consider several options that should be pursued concerning
the further development and ultimate use of the Greenprint, as follows:

Attachment: ATTACHMENT B - Written Comments from the August 24, 2021 Public Hearing (SoCal Greenprint Update)
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0 First, Greenprint can and should be appropriately limited in terms of its spatial
applicability. Specifically, within the SCAG region, Greenprint should apply only
where the respective local jurisdiction has identified areas as open
space/agricultural land. Such a spatial limitation in terms of the Greenprint’s
applicability is consistent with the evolution of the relevant mitigation measures
(SMM BIO-2 and SMM AG-2) which led to its formal adoption in connection with
Connect SoCal last year.?

0 Stating the same solution differently, the Greenprint should have no applicability
to areas where the relevant local jurisdiction has identified land as suitable for
development. Specifying such a limitation on the applicability of the Greenprint
is needed so that local governments will be free to redesignate developable land
for housing, infrastructure, and other appropriate uses. Such latitude is needed,
given that local governments must work to meet RHNA allocation mandates, and
otherwise take ongoing steps to address the housing shortage crisis in the region.
Similarly, Greenprint should have no applicability where further land use
approvals can and should be readily anticipated, such as within spheres of
influence, where local governments may have dormant, but foreseeable, land use
discretion.

0 If the above-stated option (limiting the spatial applicability of the Greenprint) is
not adopted, then the Greenprint foreseeably can and will be abused by the
opponents of growth, infrastructure, and housing to attack general plans and
projects under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), which requires
consideration and discussion (rationalization) of the consistency of approvals with
regional plans.? In other words, SCAG should not elevate each of the 166 potential
data sets thus far identified by SCAG’s staff to constitute 166 separate points of
contention for vexatious litigants to grasp upon and advance. Nor should local
governments be forced to marshal substantial evidence to counter each of the
potentially 166 or more data sets, or their countless respective underpinnings in
order to amend or even to maintain and reconfirm or effectuate their existing land

2 Prior to being finalized and approved by the Regional Council, the penultimate draft of SMM BIO-2, in particular,
expressly discussed using the Greenprint to identify infill and redevelopment opportunities, thus implying that the
Greenprint might overlie developable areas and even already developed areas other than areas theretofore
identified by the local jurisdiction as open space and agricultural lands. The implication was removed from SMM
BIO-2 as ultimately expressed.

3 CEQA Guidelines section 15125(d) generally requires local jurisdictions acting as lead agencies to discuss and
rationalize “any inconsistencies between the project and regional plans.”
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use plans and designations. Unless an appropriate spatial limitation on the
Greenprint’s applicability is put in place to protect local jurisdictions’ existing,
approved plans and visions, the Greenprint will be used by foes of land uses to
undermine and negate plans and approvals based on an endless kitchen sink of
considerations, some of which by degree are dubious or merely arguable.

0 If the development and applicability of Greenprint is properly constrained and its
underlying data is limited to that which is appropriate for its purpose, then
additional data sets that were not appropriate for inclusion in Greenprint may still
be made available by SCAG for strictly informational purposes through its online
mapping and data sets. In this way, additional data could be made available, but
without any prejudicial effect under CEQA. The data sets that are being proferred
by various non-governmental organizations and academics for potential inclusion
should be excluded, however, if and to the extent they were compiled and
published without undergoing the kinds of public participation processes that
governmental agencies must administer.

If SCAG were ultimately to refuse to qualify and limit the Greenprint as recommended above,
then the Greenprint will constitute a radical expansion of SCAG’s level of detailed prescription
over local land use decisions, undertaken under the guise of conserving habitat and agricultural
lands. This is easily understood when one considers SCAG’s 2016 RTP/SCS, and particularly
Appendix 10 thereto, entitled “Natural and Farm Lands.” In that 2016 technical appendix, SCAG
adopted a delineation of the SCAG region wherein they designated all privately owned,
undeveloped land as one of three types: low, medium, or high value habitat.* Importantly, even
where SCAG labeled land as “high value habitat” back in 2016, any such labeling could be dealt
with very easily and locally by undertaking or having in hand a local or project-specific habitat
study, whereby superior local knowledge based on presence would speedily prevail. Therefore,
SCAG’s 2016 RTP/SCS delineations and the labeling of natural lands by their supposed habitat
value did not create any Herculean CEQA challenges that might undermine, hamstring, or reverse
local land use decision-making. For the reasons discussed above, however, if our concerns stated
above were to fall on deaf ears, then the Greenprint as it is now unfolding, with its 166 potential
data sets (so far), and with SCAG’s staff seemingly intent upon applying these many data sets to
every speck of land in the region, will create an infinite number of potential CEQA challenges to
development, infrastructure, and housing.
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4 SCAG’s 2016 Natural and Farm Lands technical appendix, at page 3, explained that SCAG’s habitat delineation
was based on its own, internal analysis of “more than 70 GIS databases.” The discussion and context suggest that
these were mostly data sets published by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and the United States Fish
and Wildlife Service — which constitute data that are routinely applied to local land use decisions.

6

Packet Pg. 87




In light of the concerns stated above, we respectfully request that SCAG Leadership and the
Regional Council take charge of the Greenprint process. In doing so, we ask the Regional Council
to move the Greenprint forward in a manner and scope that is consistent with SCAG’s mitigation
measures (SMM BIO-2 and SMM AG-2) that call for its establishment. Through the Regional
Council’s involvement, SCAG must assure that the Greenprint will not conflict with local
governments’ existing land use plans and prerogatives. The result should be a Greenprint that is
focused appropriately on the natural and agricultural lands most suitable for conservation and
preservation.

We greatly appreciate SCAG’s attention to the issues raised in this letter. We look forward to
working with you over the weeks and months ahead to ensure that the SoCal Greenprint is
appropriately crafted.

Sincerely,
Richard Lambros, Managing Director Tracy Hernandez, Chief Executive Officer
Southern California Leadership Council Los Angeles County Business Federation (BizFed)

7 {,E?ﬂf i tear—

Lucy Dimn, President & CEO Paul Granillo, President & CEO
Orange County Business Council (OCBC) Inland Empire Economic Partnership (IEEP)

Jon 500&6@55@

Maria Salinas, President & CEO Jon Switalski, Executive Director
Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce Rebuild SoCal Partnership
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Ray Baca, Executive Director
Engineering Contractors’ Association (ECA)

William R. Manis, President & CEO
San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership

Mario Rodriguez, Chairman
Hispanic 100

Donna Duperron, President & CEO
Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce

Bradley Kimball

Bradley Kimball, Executive Vice President

Southern California Contractors Association (SCCA)

Ivan Volschenk, President & CEO
Santa Clarita Valley Chamber of Commerce

Jeremy Harris, President & CEO
Long Beach Area Chamber of Commerce

Rt

Barbara Thomas, Executive Director
South Orange County Economic Coalition
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Louise Lampara, Executive Director Mike Lewis, Senior Vice President
Ventura County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture Construction Industry Air Quality Coalition (CIAQC)
and Business (CoLAB) and Construction Industry Coalition on Water

Quality (CICWQ)

Timothy Jemal, Chief Executive Officer Andrew W. Gregson, President & CEO
NAIOP SoCal North Orange County Chamber of Commerce
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August 23, 2021

The Honorable Clint Lorimore

President, Regional Council

Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG)
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Re: SoCal Greenprint Initiative

Dear SCAG President Lorimore,

On August 9", the International Panel on Climate Change announced new findings that climate
disruptions are widespread, rapid, and intensifying. While the report’s findings were dire, the
message was clear: immediate proactive action is needed to mitigate the increasing threats of the
climate crisis. Meanwhile, disadvantaged communities — which consist primarily of low-income
earners and people of color, continue to suffer disparate impacts from health-harming pollutants.
The twin threats of climate and dirty air puts the quality of life, health and lives of California’s
most vulnerable residents in peril.

We urge you to keep the SoCal Greenprint project on track as it is an important asset in the effort
to build an economically vibrant and sustainable region. The SoCal Greenprint provides the
information and resources needed to make smarter and more equitable decisions, improving the
sustainability of our environment and economic systems while planning for growth. Given the
challenges that lie ahead, planning has to be smarter and focused on protecting community health
and our treasured natural resources.

The SoCal Greenprint does not create new data or regulations. Instead, it makes it easier to
understand how to best integrate the environment and into future growth and development. By
understanding where existing infrastructure, such as sewage lines, are located, developers can
see where it is cheaper and more efficient to build new projects. Knowing where groundwater
sources are located can help developers understand how to incorporate water quality features into
project designs, resulting in community support for projects and ensuring vital natural resources
are protected. City officials can use the data on tree canopies and the urban heat island effect to
better understand where more trees are needed.
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Many of the disproportionate impacts facing disadvantaged communities are rooted in both poor
land use decisions and historical discrimination. As local governments and developers design the
future of our communities, data can help us make better and more equitable decisions. Southern
California has no time to waste in proactively building for a better future. Heat waves, wildfires
and chronic poor air quality have made it clear the climate crisis is a challenge that requires data,
action, and visionary leadership.

We urge you to continue moving the SoCal Greenprint along and make this invaluable resource
available for all who are responsible for building a vibrant, healthier future for our region.

Thank you,

Chris Chavez
Deputy Policy Director

Attachment: ATTACHMENT B - Written Comments from the August 24, 2021 Public Hearing (SoCal Greenprint Update)
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August 20, 2021

Honorable Clint Lorimore

President, Regional Council

Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Re: SoCal Greenprint Initiative

Dear SCAG President Lorimore,

Communities for a Better Environment (CBE) is pleased to submit this letter of support for the
completion of the SoCal Greenprint. CBE is a nationally recognized environmental justice (EJ)
organization that works to defend the rights of low-income communities of color most
impacted by environmental contamination and pollution in California. For more than three
decades CBE has organized families from the Harbor Area, South East Los Angeles, East Oakland
and Richmond communities to ensure that local and state agencies address efforts in pollution
prevention-reduction and building green sustainable communities. CBE provides technical,
legal, storytelling, civic engagement, and organizing resources to fully equip community
members to create policy and long-lasting change.

We support the SoCal Greenprint and applaud the Southern California Association of
Governments for developing a free, interactive, and easy-to-use resource for constituents like
ourselves. The SoCal Greenprint is an important project that will help Southern California
continue to be a leader and develop a vision for the future of the region that is committed to
both economic vibrancy and environmental stewardship. We strongly urge SCAG to keep the
project on track for a Fall 2021 launch.

Access to data and information is essential in making smart decisions about the future of our
communities. As potential users of the SoCal Greenprint, we applaud SCAG’s leadership for
taking more than 100 sources of already publicly-available data and converting them into a
useful tool that helps stakeholders visualize how to build healthier communities. As extreme
weather, air quality, wildfires and drought become increasingly daily challenges, we expect our
local leaders to seek the best tools to ensure that Southern California is prepared and resilient
for the challenges that we know lie ahead. The SoCal Greenprint can be one of those crucial
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We especially find value in the addition of an equity section that will allow us to understand
how to best plan for growth that addresses the environmental injustices certain communities
have disproportionately faced for far too long, such as challenges that threaten health and
safety. A vibrant future for these communities is coupled with our ability to prepare for the
effects of climate change. The SoCal Greenprint can help us do so in a way that makes it
possible for every Southern Californian to thrive.

We want to reiterate our support for the completion of the SoCal Greenprint. We encourage
SCAG to continue its leadership in demonstrating that growth and sustainability are not

incompatible, but essential for a vibrant future.

Thank you,

Milton Nimatuj
Southern California Program Director
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Construction Industry Air Quality Coalition
Comments on SCAG GreenPrint Program
Michael Lewis
August 24, 2021

| want to express our serious concerns about the construction of the GreenPrint data and its ultimate
use.

A great deal of land is held in this region as AG land. It is not used for that purpose, but it becomes a
holding zone for land until it is acquired for other uses designated and consistent with community and
general plans.

Applying layer, upon layer, upon layer of limitations is not going to help us meet our housing,
employment, transportation, or open space goals.

Trying to apply it to some properties and not others is not a realistic application of the data and that is
not how it will ultimately be used despite SCAG’s disclaimers.

These layers of data are weaponizing the land use process to impede any alternative use of these lands.
That will be the real effect of this exercise and it is the goal of some of the advocates.

Shouldn’t this data have to meet some minimal test for accuracy or veracity?

Shouldn’t there have been some peer review?

Shouldn’t it have been subjected to some public review and vetting process?

Accepting raw data from a reasonably biased source is not a sustainable planning process.

Applying these limitations and burdens, and that is what they are—not one of these layers represents an
opportunity—to private property without the owner’s knowledge or opportunity to refute the accuracy
seems entirely unfair and well beyond the scope of SCAG’s authority and responsibility.

It also tramples all over the rights of property owners.

Everyone of these layers was created by someone for a specific purpose. Not one of those purposes was
more housing, more jobs, more mobility or more recreation.

Where are the priorities in this effort?
Shouldn’t all this data be weighted and counterbalanced with the needs of the region?

Elevating the wants of a few special interests without considering the needs of the region and its
residents is not providing a useful service or tool for policy makers.

| hope you’ll pause this effort and let’s step back to the purpose for this effort and craft some objectives
that will help the region meet all its goals; not just the narrow objectives of a small group of advocacy
organizations looking for a hammer to use in their pursuit of limiting development throughout the
region.
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August 24, 2021

Honorable Clint Lorimore

President, Regional Council

Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Re: SoCal Greenprint Initiative

SCAG President Lorimore,

We support the SoCal Greenprint and applaud the Southern California
Association of Governments for developing a free, interactive, and easy-to-use
resource for constituents like ourselves. The SoCal Greenprint is an important
project that will help Southern California continue to be a leader and develop a
vision for the future of the region that is committed to both economic vibrancy
and environmental stewardship. We strongly urge SCAG to keep the project on
track for a Fall 2021 launch.

Access to data and information is essential in making smart decisions about the
future of our communities. As potential users of the SoCal Greenprint, we
applaud SCAG’s leadership for taking more than 100 sources of already
publicly-available data and converting them into a useful tool that helps
stakeholders visualize how to build healthier communities. As extreme
weather, air quality, wildfires and drought become increasingly daily
challenges, we expect our local leaders to seek the best tools to ensure that
Southern California is prepared and resilient for the challenges that we know
lie ahead. The SoCal Greenprint can be one of those crucial tools to help us
prepare for these challenges.

We especially find value in the addition of an equity section that will allow us
to understand how to best plan for growth that addresses the environmental
injustices certain communities have disproportionately faced for far too long,
such as challenges that threaten health and safety. A vibrant future for these
communities is coupled with our ability to prepare for the effects of climate
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change. The SoCal Greenprint can help us do so in a way that makes it possible

for every Southern Californian to thrive.

We want to reiterate our support for the completion of the SoCal Greenprint.
We encourage SCAG to continue its leadership in demonstrating that growth

and sustainability are not incompatible, but essential for a vibrant future.

Best,

Conservation Program Assistant
1515 Sixth St. Coachella, CA 92236
sbarrows@cofem.org

(760) 984-2724
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From: Diamond Bar-Pomona Valley Sierra Club Task Force

Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2021 5:40 PM
To: SCAG Green Region
Subject: Public Comment Aug. 24, 2021 Greenprint Hearing

TO: Southern California Association of Governments
RE: Receive Written Public Comments for Public Hearing: Greenprint
To Whom It May Concern ---

My name is Cynthia Robin Artish Smith. | am the chair of the Diamond Bar - Pomona Valley Sierra Club, Angeles Chapter. We are
part of the Natural and Farmlands Coalition that supported SCAG’s Connect SoCal.

Our support occurred, in part, because of your prioritization of conservation in the solutions to achieving sustainable communities. | am
here today to support the SoCal Greenprint because of the many benéefits it offers the public, decision makers, developers, and
planners.

The geography we work with in our area, straddles the Los Angeles and San Bernardino County line. Unfortunately, planners typically
only look at the geography they are in and not the entire picture. For example, Diamond Bar’s planning stays in Diamond Bar and Los
Angeles County—even though some of the connected natural lands here are in Chino Hills, in San Bernardino County.

The regional context of this tool will provide immeasurable value to those of us working in geographies that span multiple jurisdictions.

It is also critically important to provide the entire picture for the SCAG region—not just what’s already been conserved or the “what’s
left” picture.

Even if lands are entitled for a land use other than conservation, the decision to build can change. For example, look no further than
Orange County, where The Irvine Company chose to donate 20,000 acres of its land, some of which was entitled in Anaheim for
housing. This land became the Irvine Ranch Open Space owned and managed by OC Parks.

This is why it is important to keep the entire suite of lands (developed/undeveloped, natural and not) on the map. The context of
preserved lands, development, transportation corridors, and possible opportunities for infill or conservation is critically important for the
regional view.

Many of us completed the online survey to support the Greenprint layers, and again | offer my full support. Each and every master
category sheds light onto an important topic that is relevant to both the natural and built environments. We hope the Building Industry
Association paid particular attention to this commenting opportunity, which was offered because of its concerns.

In conclusion, planning in a vacuum is never a good idea. The inclusivity, accessibility, and regional nature of this information makes
the tool valuable to many types of stakeholders.

Thank you for your time and for listening to the many stakeholders that have been engaged in this project for years.

Respectfully Submitted,

=]

C. Robin Smith, chair
324 S. Diamond Bar Blvd. #230
Diamond Bar, CA 91765

Host Website:
https://angeles.sierraclub.org/conservation
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ENDANGERED HABITATS LEAGUE

DEDICATED TO ECOSYSTEM PROTECTION AND SUSTAINABLE LAND USE

August 20, 2021

Honorable Clint Lorimore

President, Regional Council

Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

RE: SoCal Greenprint Initiative - Support
Dear President Lorimore and Members of the Regional Council:

Endangered Habitats League (EHL) supports the Greenprint. We are a Southern
California regional conservation group dedicated to ecosystem protection, sustainable
land use, and collaborative conflict resolution.

Over 30 years, we have been part of many endeavors to reconcile environmental
and economic interests, particularly housing. Examples are the General Plan in Riverside
and Los Angeles Counties, multiple species conservation plans in Orange, Riverside, and
Los Angeles Counties, and advanced mitigation for the Orange County Transportation
Authority. Currently, we co-chair the San Bernardino County Environment Element,
along with the BIA.

In all efforts, stakeholders have reached remarkable consensus on accommodating
housing and infrastructure and protecting the environment. The foundation for this
consensus has always been in mutually accepted, good information, whether that be
biological information or housing projections. The Greenprint is such a source of
information. It can provide input for decision-making so that better planning results.

The Greenprint will serve all interests well, and will help identify the best
locations for needed housing development. Thank you for your consideration.

Yours truly,

Dan Silver
Executive Director
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August 23, 2021

Submitted via email to: SCAGGreenRegion@scag.ca.gov

Attn: SoCal Greenprint Team

Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG)
900 Wilshire Blvd., Ste. 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

RE: Comments on the SoCal Greenprint

Dear SCAG Greenprint Team:

Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks (FHBP) has been engaged with SCAG for many years. In
2012, we formed a coalition that promoted natural lands policies and regional advance mitigation
programs (RAMPs) at the SCAG level. These policies were ultimately adopted by SCAG
leadership in the 2012 Regional Transportation Plan and Sustainable Communities Strategy
(RTP/SCS). We advanced support of the RTP/SCS again in 2016 with a bigger coalition. In
2020, we were able to gain a broader, more inclusive, and geographically diverse coalition for
Connect SoCal. The Coalition is submitting its own Greenprint support letter. This letter serves
to communicate FHBP’s concerns about delaying the development of this web-based tool.

We are deeply concerned about the recent attempts to end the development and release of the
SCAG Greenprint for the following reasons:

1.

The Greenprint is included in the Program Environmental Impact Report and
Environmental Impact Statement. This is a legally binding commitment made by SCAG
to reduce the impacts of the RTP/SCS.

The Greenprint has been envisioned since the 2016 RTP/SCS and has broad support. The
concerns of the Building Industry Association (BIA) should have been raised in 2016 or
in 2020 when this document was being considered and/or during any of the nine meetings
held by the Natural and Farmlands Working Group.

Conservation of natural lands (parks/open space) is a designated land use and zone.
Housing and infrastructure are also designated land uses and zones. These are not
conflicting positions; they are all included on the map and belong there together.

The existing SCAG HELPR tool looks for potential infill or refill sites for the 6™ cycle of
the Regional Housing Needs Assessment. The conservation community didn’t attempt to
end this tool when it was released. We recognize housing and natural land preservation
must co-exist. Why can’t the BIA understand this?

. We cannot build our way to a better climate, smarter cities, and more transit friendly

neighborhoods. Natural lands and farmland preservation can help achieve a more
sustainable future. Habitat and soil both sequester carbon and protect the land from future

P.O. Box 9256 * Newport Beach, CA 92658 * www.FHBP.org * (949) 399-3669
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conversion to urban uses that increase greenhouse gas emissions and vehicle miles
traveled.

6. All of Southern California’s landscapes (developed/undeveloped and
preserved/unpreserved) must be included in the map. The context of preserved lands,
development, transportation corridors, and possible opportunities for infill or
conservation is critically important for the comprehensive view. Ensuring the entirety of
the region is included is the regional context necessary for cross jurisdictional
evaluation. Without it, you are simply back to siloed planning with cities and counties.

For these reasons and more, we again support the SoCal Greenprint.
Further, having a representative on the Greenprint Steering Committee has been extremely
beneficial for Orange County, our Green Vision Coalition, and the broader region. We thank you

for the opportunity to serve.

To conclude, we urge SCAG to continue the commitments made and finish the Greenprint this
fall.

Thank you,

Michael Wellborn
President
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Phone | (909) 799-7407

Fax | (909) 478-5501
25864-K Business Center Drive, Redlands, CA 9237
www.iercd.oi
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August 23, 2021
Honorable Clint Lorimore
President, Regional Council
Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700
Los Angeles, CA goo17

Re: SoCal Greenprint Initiative
Dear SCAG President Lorimore,

As a natural resources conservation organization, we are reaching out to thank the Southern California Association of
Governments for its visionary move to sponsor the development of the SoCal Greenprint project. We strongly urge the
organization to keep the project on track for a Fall 2021 launch.

There is no question that Southern California as a region will continue to expand and develop in the years to come.
Southern California needs additional housing and transportation services to help it continue to be an economically
vibrant region. The Inland Empire Resource Conservation District (IERCD) is a supporter of the SoCal Greenprint
because it elevates existing data to help decision makers and stakeholders like ourselves understand how to best
integrate nature into the future growth and development of the region. As a public agency that works to promote
conservation of natural resources in partnership with residents, municipalities, and other organizations, this tool would
be a great asset in our efforts to identify projects that would increase our region’s fire resiliency, food security, habitat
connectivity, and opportunities to access open space.

The SoCal Greenprint is a tool that is in line with SCAG and the region’s leadership in ensuring that our continued
growth is done so in a sustainable way that prepares our communities for the climate challenges that lie ahead. As a
region, Southern California is connected by watersheds, wildlife corridors, air quality issues and economic activity that
is not constrained by jurisdictional boundaries. The SoCal Greenprint will help our organization and others overcome
those boundaries to promote smart regional planning that also makes sense locally. We appreciate the opportunity to
leverage the SoCal Greenprint’s data to understand how to better plan and prepare for a collective future of growth and
environmental leadership.

We appreciate the opportunity to express our support for the continued development of the SoCal Greenprint as part of
the August 24 public hearing. We urge you to take the feedback collected to strengthen the tool and develop the
resource we need for sustainable growth in Southern California.

Sincerely,

do L

Susie Kirschner, Conservation Programs Manager
Inland Empire Resource Conservation District
skirschner@iercd.org

(909) 307-4934
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Mailing Address
P.O. BOx 861658, LOS ANGELES, CA 90086-1658

August 20, 2021

Honorable Clint Lorimore

President, Regional Council

Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Re: SoCal Greenprint Initiative
Dear SCAG President Lorimore,

We support the SoCal Greenprint and applaud the Southern California Association of Governments for developing a free,
interactive, and easy-to-use resource for constituents like ourselves. The SoCal Greenprint is an important project that
will help Southern California continue to be a leader and develop a vision for the future of the region that is committed
to both economic vibrancy and environmental stewardship. We strongly urge SCAG to keep the project on track for a
Fall 2021 launch.

Access to data and information is essential in making smart decisions about the future of our communities. As potential
users of the SoCal Greenprint, we applaud SCAG’s leadership for taking more than 100 sources of already publicly-
available data and converting them into a useful tool that helps stakeholders visualize how to build healthier
communities. As extreme weather, air quality, wildfires and drought become increasingly daily challenges, we expect
our local leaders to seek the best tools to ensure that Southern California is prepared and resilient for the challenges
that we know lie ahead. The SoCal Greenprint can be one of those crucial tools to help us prepare for these challenges.

We especially find value in the addition of an equity section that will allow us to understand how to best plan for growth
that addresses the environmental injustices certain communities have disproportionately faced for far too long, such as
challenges that threaten health and safety. A vibrant future for these communities is coupled with our ability to prepare
for the effects of climate change. The SoCal Greenprint can help us do so in a way that makes it possible for every
Southern Californian to thrive.

We want to reiterate our support for the completion of the SoCal Greenprint. We encourage SCAG to continue its
leadership in demonstrating that growth and sustainability are not incompatible, but essential for a vibrant future.

Thank you,

DocuSigned by:

(Nu/u}x? Pudts

3430E70CCOCD419...

Wendy Butts
Chief Executive Officer
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August 24, 2021

SCAG Board/Committee,

Thank you to SCAG for the opportunity to provide feedback and voice support for the
continuation of the SoCal Greenprint project. My name is Brittany Rivas, Community Organizer
with the Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy.

At LAANE, we believe that data is the foundation of smart decision making that makes the
stakes, opportunities and benefits clear. Access to information is especially important as we
embark on the important effort to shape the future of a six-county region. We need to make
decisions about where housing growth will occur, where we will place parks and green space so
that people have the resources they need for healthy living, and amid a drought, how we will
protect valuable resources like clean water. The SoCal Greenprint will be an invaluable asset in
getting a baseline understanding of the issues that need to be considered as the region grows
and develops amid what we know will be increasingly concerning climate change challenges.

For our campaigns, we use data to understand how to maximize the public good and ensure
that underserved communities get a fair chance to succeed and thrive. That is why we are
especially eager to see the completion of the equity section that puts an important lens on how
our most impacted residents are experiencing environmental injustices and threats from
climate change.

We encourage SCAG to finalize the SoCal Greenprint and make this important resource
available to the stakeholders who will be shaping the intertwined future of our region.
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From: Maria del C Lamadrid_

Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2021 5:09 PM

To: SCAG Green Region

Subject: Public comment in support of the SoCal Greenprint
Hello,

Thank you for giving the public the opportunity to provide comments on the SoCal Greenprint. My name is
Maria Lamadrid, a concerned citizen who previously had the pleasure and joy of supporting
community members along the LA River as the area developed in the City of Los Angeles.

During my time working to understand the impact of urban renewal as part of the Northeast Los Angeles
Riverfront Collaborative Visioning Plan team, | can attest that the SoCal Greenprint is the kind of tool that
would have truly helped promote access to affordable housing, increase transportation options while also
protecting the natural ecosystem of our community.

We had the resources, time and interest to drive an effective holistic process. Yet a tool like the SoCal
Greenprint would have really lower the threshold of participation for many in the community to advocate for
and participate in the urban planning process. Do not leave other small community groups without the
resources to steer effective urban growth.

We must take immediate action to continue the vital work of releasing the SoCal Greenprint. Thinking that
development and conservation are mutually exclusive is an antiquated idea that will bring harm now and to
future generations. If the Covid-19 crisis has made even more clear is that we live in a period of constant
change where not inaction has grave consequences.

Housing, transportation, public health, and climate are intersectional issues that, when not addressed
holistically, impact those at the margins. Not continuing forward with the commitment to complete the SoCal
Greenprint as envision is truly an equity and self-realization injustice.

| urge the council to publicly back the SoCal Greenprint.

Maria del Carmen Lamadrid
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August 24, 2021

Honorable Clint Lorimore

President, Regional Council

Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Re: SoCal Greenprint Initiative

Dear SCAG President Lorimore,

As a 5013c desert conservation organization which has to date conserved over 100,000 acres of fragile
and unique desert lands within the California Desert Conservation Area, we are reaching out to thank
the Southern California Association of Governments for development of the SoCal Greenprint project.

As potential users of the SoCal Greenprint, we applaud SCAG’s leadership for taking more than 100
sources of already publicly-available data and converting them into a useful tool that helps stakeholders
visualize how to conserve and protect our invaluable desert ecosystems and landscapes. As
development pressures, wildfires and climate change become increasingly greater threats, we expect
our local leaders to seek the best tools to ensure that Southern California is prepared and resilient for
the challenges that we know lie ahead. The SoCal Greenprint can be one of those crucial tools to help us
prepare for these challenges. Specifically, we would request map layers to include boundaries for the
California Desert Conservation Area; wildlife corridors and habitat; and desert landscapes that have
been identified as having high biological diversity and importance for conservation.

As a region, Southern California is connected by National Parks and wilderness areas, wildlife corridors,
conservation areas and economic activity. The SoCal Greenprint will help to promote smart regional
planning that also makes sense to promote environmental conservation.

We urge you to take the feedback collected to strengthen the tool and develop the resources we need
for sustainable growth in Southern California.

Thank you,
Susy Boyd

Public Policy Coordinator
Mojave Desert Land Trust
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August 13, 2021

Mr. Kome Ajise

Executive Director

Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

RE: SoCal Greenprint Comments
Dear Executive Director Ajise,

Orange County Business Council (OCBC), the leading voice of business in Orange County, appreciates
the opportunity to comment on the development of the SoCal Greenprint. OCBC thanks the Regional
Council for responding to feedback from experts in the business and development community and other
key stakeholders in Southern California and allowing for additional time to review the Greenprint and
provide feedback to SCAG. Amendments are needed to ensure the Greenprint is a successful land use
tool without hindering housing production.

As you know, Southern California is suffering from a housing crisis. OCBC’s “2019-20 Workforce
Housing Scorecard” found that Orange County has an existing shortfall of 58,000 units. This shortfall
will likely grow to over 114,000 units unless housing production can meet new job growth and population
growth. Given the severity of the region’s housing needs, it is crucial that new obstacles to housing
production are not introduced—whether intentional or unintentional.

The Greenprint is described as a “strategic conservation mapping tool” to “protect, restore, and enhance
natural lands, public greenspace, working lands, and water resources.” While OCBC supports this goal,
it must be balanced with the SCAG region’s dire housing needs. As currently drafted, Greenprint's
Proposed Data Layer List includes multiple data sources that lack the credibility to be considered
scientific, yet by adding them to Greenprint, they could be seen as more legitimate than they are. As
expressed from multiple speakers who are experts in this field during SCAG’s Regional Council meeting
on July 1, 2021, this data could be used in California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) litigation
resulting in detrimental, unintended consequences for housing or transportation projects. CEQA
litigation abuse is already significant roadblocks for developers; adding another way for housing
opponents to bolster CEQA lawsuits by citing the Greenprint’s data as scientific would be
counterproductive to SCAG’s Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) and the region’s holistic
housing efforts. Instead, OCBC recommends SCAG only include data from official government sources
in the Greenprint. OCBC also urges SCAG to continue notifying all stakeholders of all changes to data,
maps and constraints within the Greenprint and their sources in real time. OCBC supports these and
other recommendations provided by the building industry and encourages SCAG to continue working
with Orange County stakeholders to ensure our shared goals for housing, transportation, and
sustainability are mutually achievable.

Thank you for your consideration and we look forward to revising the Greenprint further to create a tool
that has the support of housing, business, transportation, conservation and local government
stakeholders.

Sincerely,
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From: Warren Whiteaker
Sent: Friday, August 13, 2021 11:12 AM

To: SCAG Green Region <scaggreenregion@scag.ca.gov>
Subject: Comments on Proposed Data Layer List

Please see comments below on data layers. Most comments note a broken link.

# Theme Data Name Comment
1 Agriculture and Farmland Mapping and Both URLs listed in “Additional Information” are
Working Lands Monitoring Program broken links
5 Agriculture and Community Gardens Consider additional instructions on how to access
Working Lands community gardens layer. Unclear if the layer is
available from provided link
6 Agriculture and Agritourism Locations Only cheese and wine links work
Working Lands
19 | Built Environment Riverside County eRED Second URL is broken link
20 | Built Environment Imperial Overlay URL is broken link
21 Built Environment San Bernardino Renewable URL requires access; returns 403 error
Energy Element
31 | Vulnerabilities and Fire Hazard Severity Zone URL is broken link
Resilience
36 | Vulnerabilities and Alquist-Priolo Faults Requires ArcGlIS login to access site
Resilience
49 | Context/Water Water Service Districts URL is broken link
Resources
70 | Context County Boundaries URL is broken link
80 | Environmental Justice, | Trails - CA State Parks Link returns a runtime error; potential broken link
Equity, and Inclusion
91 | Environmental Justice, | National Historic Trails Second and third URLs are broken links
Equity, and Inclusion
92 | Environmental Justice, | Trails - Orange County URL is broken link
Equity, and Inclusion
94 | Environmental Justice, | Priority growth areas First URL requires ArcGlIS login to access site
Equity, and Inclusion
104 | Environmental Justice, | Urban Displacement URL is broken link
Equity, and Inclusion
106 | Environmental Justice, | Trails - Ventura County Requires ArcGlIS login to access site
Equity, and Inclusion
125 | Habitat and Resilient Connected Network | Middle URL is broken link
Biodiversity (AN
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Thanks,
Warren

Warren Whiteaker | he/him

Principal Transportation Analyst
Long-Range Planning & Corridor Studies
Orange County Transportation Authority

Together, We Move Orange County Forward

The information in this e-mail and any attachments are for the sole use of the intended recipient and may contain
privileged and confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, any use, disclosure, copying or distribution
of this message or attachment is strictly prohibited. If you believe that you have received this e-mail in error, please

contact the sender immediately and delete the e-mail and all of its attachments.
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August 23, 2021

Honorable Clint Lorimore

President, Regional Council

Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Re: SoCal Greenprint Initiative

Dear SCAG President Lorimore,

We support the SoCal Greenprint and applaud the Southern California Association of Governments for
developing a free, interactive, and easy-to-use resource for constituents like ourselves. The SoCal
Greenprint is an important project that will help Southern California continue to be a leader and develop
a vision for the future of the region that is committed to both economic vibrancy and environmental
stewardship. We strongly urge SCAG to keep the project on track for a Fall 2021 launch.

Access to data and information is essential in making smart decisions about the future of our
communities. As potential users of the SoCal Greenprint, we applaud SCAG’s leadership for taking more
than 100 sources of already publicly-available data and converting them into a useful tool that helps
stakeholders visualize how to build healthier communities. As extreme weather, air quality, wildfires and
drought become increasingly daily challenges, we expect our local leaders to seek the best tools to
ensure that Southern California is prepared and resilient for the challenges that we know lie ahead. The
SoCal Greenprint can be one of those crucial tools to help us prepare for these challenges.

We especially find value in the addition of an equity section that will allow us to understand how to best
plan for growth that addresses the environmental injustices certain communities have
disproportionately faced for far too long, such as challenges that threaten health and safety. A vibrant
future for these communities is coupled with our ability to prepare for the effects of climate change. The
SoCal Greenprint can help us do so in a way that makes it possible for every Southern Californian to
thrive.

We want to reiterate our support for the completion of the SoCal Greenprint. We encourage SCAG to
continue its leadership in demonstrating that growth and sustainability are not incompatible, but
essential for a vibrant future.

Thank you,

Andrea Vidaurre
Peoples Collective for Environmental Justice
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August 23, 2021
Honorable Clint Lorimore
President, Regional Council
Southern California Association of Governments

900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700
Los Angeles, CA 90017

Re: SoCal Greenprint Initiative

Dear SCAG President Lorimore,

As a climate justice and sustainability organization, the Robert Redford Conservancy for Southern

California Sustainability (RRC) would like to thank the Southern California Association of Governments

for its visionary move to sponsor the development of the SoCal Greenprint project. We strongly urge the
organization to keep the project on track for a Fall 2021 launch.

We support the SoCal Greenprint and applaud the Southern California Association of Governments for
developing a free, interactive, and easy-to-use resource for constituents like ourselves. The SoCal
Greenprint is an important project that will help Southern California continue to be a leader and develop
a vision for the future of the region that is committed to both economic vibrancy and environmental
stewardship. We strongly urge SCAG to keep the project on track for a Fall 2021 launch.

Access to data and information is essential in making smart decisions about the future of our
communities. Access to a resource like this is indispensable for our students who are researching and
innovating on sustainable and balanced approaches to solve complex problems. As potential users of
the SoCal Greenprint, we applaud SCAG’s leadership for taking more than 100 sources of already
publicly-available data and converting them into a useful tool that helps stakeholders visualize how to
build healthier communities. As extreme weather, air quality, wildfires and drought become increasingly
daily challenges, we expect our local leaders to seek the best tools to ensure that Southern California is
prepared and resilient for the challenges that we know lie ahead. The SoCal Greenprint can be one of
those crucial tools to help us prepare for these challenges.

We especially find value in the addition of an equity section that will allow us to understand how to best
plan for growth that addresses the environmental injustices certain communities have
disproportionately faced for far too long, such as challenges that threaten health and safety. A vibrant
future for these communities is coupled with our ability to prepare for the effects of climate change. The
SoCal Greenprint can help us do so in a way that makes it possible for every Southern Californian to
thrive.
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We want to reiterate our support for the completion of the SoCal Greenprint. We encourage SCAG to
continue its leadership in demonstrating that growth and sustainability are not incompatible, but
essential for a vibrant future.

Sincerely,

Susan A. Phillips, Ph.D.

Professor of Environmental Analysis

Interim Director, Robert Redford Conservancy
susan_phillips@pitzer.edu
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From: Anna Christensen [

Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2021 4:37 PM
To: SCAG Green Region

Subject: SO CAL Greenprint comment

To: SCAG

Re: So Cal Greenprint
From: Puvungna Wetlands Protectors, Sierra Club's Los Cerritos Wetlands Task Force

SCAG needs to:

1. Include significant tribal sites on the SoCal Greenprint

Tribal reservations

Sacred sites - consult Native American Heritage Commission(NAHC)
Tribal Traditional Properties, Tribal Traditional Landscapes

Names of major original tribal community/village sites

Examples:
1. Puvungna Village National Register Site on the campus of CSULB and at Rancho Los Cerritos, also
registered as a Sacred Site with the NAHC
The Los Cerritos Wetlands (part of the Traditional Tribal Landscape of Puvungna)
The Ballona Wetlands
Bolsa Chica Mesa and Wetlands
Kuruvungna spring on the campus of University High School, Los Angeles

akrwn

2. Ensure California Native American representation, input, and outreach

In creating, reviewing, promoting, and implementing SC Greenprint, SCAG must ensure California Native
American representation on staff, on Steering, Advisory, and Scientific committees, and in partnerships and
rapid assessments. Outreach to tribal communities through governmental agencies and other organizations
representing tribal peoples, especially those indigenous to Southern California. Taking direction from
indigenous peoples is also far more intelligent and respectful than simply allowing comment (“consultation”) on
plans designed by, and primarily for, non-natives.

3. Prioritize preservation of natural open spaces and tribal sites over development, including erase and replace
“restoration” projects

The preservation of existing natural open spaces is aligned with the protection of California Native American
culture, Sacred Sites, tribal lands, and indigenous plants and animals. Prioritizing preservation over restoration
may seem counter intuitive until one realizes that restoration projects are increasingly likely to include remove
and replace strategies that erase both existing ecosystems and California Native American history.

4.Decolonize

Implement measures ensure that SCAG representatives and staff embrace their responsibilities as caretakers
and unlearn mainstream assumptions about land as property, ownership of land/mineral and water rights, right
to exploit/pollute air, water, land, and prioritizing expanding the human footprint at the expense of other species
and the natural world.
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August 19, 2021

Honorable Clint Lorimore

President, Regional Council

Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Dear Mr. Lorimore,

| am writing to confirm my positive experience with and practical utility of the Pajaro Compass framework,
its resources, and online tools, which are similar to what is being developed for the SoCal Greenprint
Project, when planning transportation infrastructure projects.

| oversee the environmental clearance of two major transportation projects in the Pajaro River Watershed,
which includes an area of approximately 1,300 square miles in Southern Santa Clara County and San
Benito County. These projects are the U.S.101 Improvement Project (Monterey Road to State Route 129)
and State Route 152 Trade Corridor Project. The US 101 Improvement Project consists of widening US
101 from Gilroy to State Route 129, a distance of approximately 7 miles, and reconstructing the U.S.
101/State Route 25 Interchange. The State Route 152 Trade Corridor Project consists of constructing a
new 4-lane freeway between U.S. 101 and State Route 156 and providing eastbound truck climbing lanes
over Pacheco Pass. Both these projects are located in rural areas with considerable environmental
resources including sensitive habitats, special status species, agricultural lands, floodplains, cultural
resources, and so on.

When planning such large projects, notable resources such as the Pajaro Compass Network and Pajaro
Compass Webmap have proven to be extremely valuable tools. The Network itself provides access to key
stakeholders in order to understand public concerns and design constraints during the project planning
and engineering phases. | appreciate this engagement as it helps VTA develop the best project possible
while considering the concerns of those for whom a project directly or indirectly affects. The Pajaro
Compass Webmap includes multiple layers to identify sensitive resources, other environmental concerns,
and potential mitigation opportunities. While ground-truthing in formal technical analysis is required during
project development, the Webmap provides an excellent overview and starting point to identify these
resources at both the local and regional scale.

VTA is an independent special district that provides sustainable, accessible, community-focused
transportation options that are innovative, environmentally responsible, and promote the vitality of our
region. VTA fully supports the Pajaro Compass Network and use of the Webmap and other resources
developed as part of the overall framework. The development and implementation of the SoCal
Greenprint Project should provide equivalent benefits to planners, designers, and decision-makers of
public and private projects in the region for which the Greenprint serves.

Sincerely,

o Calnan

Ann Calnan
Manager, VTA Environmental Programs
(408) 321-5976
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Honorable Clint Lorimore

President, Regional Council

Southern California Association of Governments
900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Re: SoCal Greenprint Initiative
August 17, 2021

Dear SCAG President Lorimore,

Southern California is a region that needs additional housing and public transportation services. The
SoCal Greenprint is an additional tool that enables understanding the region’s resources and their
importance to human well-being and thus an important planning guide. Southern California will likely
add population growth, the SoCal Greenprint provides the resources necessary to ensure this
development happens in a way that is more socially, environmentally, and economically sustainable. The
tool helps to assist the Southern California Association of Governments and California to guide the
development of healthy cities and places for all.

The SoCal Greenprint can help provide the analysis such that proposed projects are built to mitigate
some of the environmental challenges we know lie ahead and protect the region’s many resources. To
date, development has occurred largely with little forethought of impacts. The development, for
example, on the region’s alluvial fans, has exposed people to fire and flood, as well as having reduced
ground water infiltration. Extensive development in the wildland/urban interface has unnecessarily
exposed people to danger and fire fighting has cost all of us an enormous amount of money and stress.
There is plenty of land remaining in the urbanized areas for further housing, ensuring the region can
meet its AB 32 goals and enable people to commute effectively and less expensively. Intelligent
development policy is a matter of political will and foresight by our elected officials. To continue to
permit sprawl as usual is increasingly socially, environmentally, and economically. The Greenprint can
point out such impacts of proposed developments such that policy makers can make more thoughtful
decisions.
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At a time when environmental conditions related to drought, wildfire, earthquakes, and pollution in
Southern California are apparent, | urge SCAG to continue to move the Greenprint project along, it is
benign enough, a map. In the end, its simply another tool that the region can use to build better into the
future.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Pincetl,

Professor, UCLA Institute of the Environment and Sustainability.

Author: Transforming California, a Political History of Land Use in the State; Energy Use in Cities, a
Roadmap for Urban Transformation and over 100 additional articles on land use development, habitat
conservation planning, water and energy management.

Attachment: ATTACHMENT B - Written Comments from the August 24, 2021 Public Hearing (SoCal Greenprint Update)

Packet Pg. 117




TEJON RANCH

C 0 M P A N VY

August 18, 2021

Via Electronic Mail
(scaggreenregion(@scag.ca.gov.)

Southern California Association of Government
900 Wilshire Blvd., Ste. 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

RE: Comments to SoCal Greenprint

Dear Members of Board, Committee Members, and Staff:

Tejon Ranch Company, on behalf of itself and its subsidiary/affiliated entities Tejon Ranchcorp and
Centennial Founders, LLC (collectively, the “Tejon Ranch”), submit this comment letter objecting to the
inclusion of the Antelope Valley Regional Conservation Investment Strategy (AVRCIS) as a data source
in the SoCal Greenprint. The October 2019 Public Draft AVRCIS is fatally flawed both substantively

and procedurally, and as such SCAG must take no further action to incorporate the AVRCIS into the
Greenprint.

Beginning as far back as the AVRCIS’s Steering Committee’s comment period in the fall of 2017, Tejon
Ranch has consistently and repeatedly requested to both the Desert and Mountain Conservation Authority
(“DMCA”), the nominal public agency sponsor of the AVRCIS, and the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife (“DFW™), the approving government agency, to not be included in the study or modeling on
which the AVRCIS is based. This position is based on the fact that Tejon Ranch lands do not promote the

primary stated purposes of the AVRCIS and the modeling used in the AVRCIS is not based upon the best
available science.

The AVRCIS’s primary purpose to aid in identifying “areas for compensatory mitigation for impacts to
species and natural resources” and to “support mitigation needs” for various large-scale infrastructure,
energy and development projects. To that end, Tejon Ranch has already availed itself of, and is presently
implementing the statutory purpose behind the AVRCIS legislation as (1) Tejon Ranch had already
agreed to conserve 90% of its 270,000 acres in exchange for the ability to engage in development on the
remaining 10%, pursuant to the landmark 2008 Tejon Ranch Conservation and Land Use Agreement and
(2) the 2008 agreement, which was entered with various environmental groups and with the endorsement
of California governmental resource agencies, identified land for development based on scientific analysis

demonstrating the areas for development would occur in less environmentally sensitive parts of Tejon
Ranch.

As to the second point, Tejon Ranch has submitted to both DMCA and DFW that recent project level
environmental analysis conducted for Tejon Ranch lands is more specific than the modeling used for the
AVRCIS. Specifically, project level environmental documents, which are publicly available, provide
more sophisticated, higher accuracy localized ecological mapping and analysis which represents better

PO. Box 1000 | 4436 Lebec Road
Tejon Ranch, CA 93243
661 248 3000 O | 661 248 3100 F
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available scientific information than relied on by the AVRCIS’s modeling. In fact, the AVRCIS itself
recognizes there are deficiencies and gaps in its modeling.

Notwithstanding Tejon Ranch’s request to be removed, and the compelling basis for this request, the
AVRCIS Steering Committee nonetheless opted to include Tejon Ranch lands within the study area —
without even notifying Tejon Ranch Company that its property was so included. Only after continuous
and repeated requests that the Tejon Ranch lands be excluded from the AVRCIS study area and modeling
did Tejon Ranch finally receive written representation from DMCA representatives stating that after
consulting with the AVRCIS Steering committee that Tejon Ranch lands would be removed from the
AVRCIS study area as well as the AVRCIS would be removing any references to Tejon Ranch lands,
including narrative analysis, mapping overlay and other modeling. However, upon publication of a later
AVRCIS draft, Tejon Ranch learned that notwithstanding Tejon Ranch lands being removed from the
AVRCIS study area, Tejon Ranch lands still remain within the modeling used for the AVRCIS. Since
this discovery of this intentional omission, Tejon Ranch has strongly urged DFW, DMCA and those
preparing the AVRCIS to consider taking immediate steps to remove all mapping, depiction,
visualization and other analysis or narrative from Tejon Ranch lands during its deliberation of its
Final approval process. As of the date of this letter, DFW has not approved the final form of the
AVRCIS, but instead continues to deliberate its completeness and substance.

Inclusion of the October 2019 draft AVRCIS as a data source in creation of the SoCal Greenprint
would be both premature and potentially misleading to the public, as the final version of AVRCIS,
once approved by DFW, has the potential to materially deviate from the October 2019 draft version
which is now proposed to be made part of the Greenprint.

Additionally, it is Tejon Ranch’s belief that the draft AVRCIS (and its inaccurate conclusions) are
now being used by certain members of the environmental community, including Center for Biological
Diversity, Natural Resources Defense Council, Endangered Habitats League, California Native Plant
Society and others to name a few (all members of the AVRICS Advisory Committee), to challenge
approvals of Tejon Ranch’s Centennial master plan community in Los Angeles County, specifically,
and Tejon Ranch development of its lands at large, as evidence by several lawsuits against Tejon Ranch
which remain in various stages of litigation. It is of significant concern from a conflict of interest
standpoint that these environmental groups have played central roles in the AVRCIS process that has
been managed by DMCA and have been and continue to use the AVRCIS process to block the
Centennial project and Tejon Ranch land use development in general, on the other hand. It is a grave
concern how current litigants such as CBD and the other environmental groups mentioned in this
paragraph can serve in an independent, non-biased capacity to craft a resource conservation program,
where the program covers the very area where they have filed suit and continue to try and challenge
Tejon Ranch projects. These blatant conflicts of interest do not appear to have been disclosed to
DMCA or DFW. Governmental decisions, such as DMCA's decision to act as the "public agency"
submitting the AVRCIS or its decision to approve a draft AVRCIS, or such as DFW's decision to
approve an RCIS should not involve the participation of such heavily self-interested individuals or
groups. It is apparent to Tejon Ranch that the same conflicted environmental groups now are
engaged in weaponizing and hijacking SCAG’s Greenprint program for its own purposes, by
championing as part of Greenprint’s underlying data source, a known unsanctioned and
controversial resource conservation program, the AVRCIS, which will be utilized by
municipalities, planners, infrastructure agencies, community based organizes and other to guide
and shape regional development and land use decisions for the foreseeable future.
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As an additional point of interest to you, The Nature Conservancy, who SCAG has engaged to
consult on Greenprint was also a member of the AVRCIS team. This fact raises yet another conflict
of interest with the submission of the AVRCIS for inclusion in the Greenprint effort. This appears to be
a coordinated effort by several conflicted participants in the AVRCIS process to give legitimacy to this
self-serving and deeply flawed draft document by having it adopted by SCAG as best available science.
Further, submittal of the draft AVRCIS is inappropriate as it is still under review and not approved by
CDFW. These facts should give rise for grave concern to SCAG in considering the inclusion of the
AVRCIS data in its Greenprint process.

To assist SCAG on our historic involvement with this effort, I am attaching two of several letters
reflective of our constant ongoing objections to this process and the draft document, one of which
includes correspondences authored by LA County as to their objections at the time.

Given that the AVRCIS is flawed for the reasons described above, SCAG must remove the
AVRCIS for the data source of its Greenprint program. Inclusion of the draft AVRCIS is highly
problematic and unjustly favors the self-serving interest of environmental groups, who are active
insider participants in the AVRCIS and Greenprint process.

Very Truly Yours;

e

Marc W,
Senior Vice President, General Counsel

Attachments
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TEJON RANCH

C 0 M P A N Y

February 6 2020

Via Overni ht Courier & Electronic Mail Via Overnight Courier & Electronic Mail
diane.sacks rca.ca. ov (rcis@wildlife.ca.gov)

Desert & Mountain Conservation Authority California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Attn.: Diane Sacks Habitat Conservation Planning Branch
44811 N. Date Ave. Suite G Attn.: Antelope Valley RCIS Comments
Lancaster, CA 93534 1010 Riverside Parkway

West Sacramento, CA 95605

Re: Antelope Valley Regional Conservation Investment Strategy (“AVRCIS”)
October 2019 Public Draft

To Whom It May Concern:

Tejon Ranch Co., on behalf of itself and its subsidiary/affiliated entities Tejon Ranchcorp
and Centennial Founders, LLC (collectively, the “Tejon Ranch”), submits the comments contained
in this letter pursuant to California Fish & Game Code section 1854(c)(2).! The comments
contained in this letter pertain to the October 2019 Public Draft AVRCIS. We understand that the
Desert & Mountain Conservation Authority (“DMCA”) is statutorily obligated to respond to the
comments contained in this letter. However, this letter should be independently considered and
responded to by the California Department of Fish & Wildlife (“DFW”) as part of any
determination to issue a final approval of the AVRCIS because the concerns expressed herein
relate to the DMCA’s compliance with several statutory requirements contained in Sections 1850
1861 (hereafter, the “RCIS Statute”) and DMCA’s compliance with the Regional Conservation
Investment Strategies Program Guidelines (September 2018) (hereafter, the “2018 Guidelines™)
all of which are applicable to the AVRCIS.

I. Background and Summary of Comments

Tejon Ranch is proud of the continuing role it plays in conserving land with ecological
value. In 2008, Tejon Ranch voluntarily entered the Tejon Ranch Conservation and Land Use
Agreement (the “Ranchwide Agreement”), which to date is the largest private land conservation
commitment in California history.2 At the time, DFW expressed strong policy level support for

! All references to code sections in this letter are to the California Fish & Game Code unless otherwise noted.

2 The Ranchwide Agreement is available at:

https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar data/96869/000119312508138009/dex1028.htm. Signatories to the Ranchwide
Agreement include the Tejon Ranch Conservancy, along with the Natural Resources Defense Council, the National
Audubon Society, the Sierra Club, the Endangered Habitats League and the Planning and Conservation League
(collectively, “resource groups™). Most of the resource groups participated in preparing the AVRCIS, with
representatives serving on the Steering Committee and/or Advisory Committee. Also, several of AVRCIS’s leaders
(such as Terry Watt, Graham Chisholm, Dan Silver and Gary George) are either current or past board members of
the Tejon Ranch Conservancy. These facts, which raise serious conflict of interest concerns, are addressed below.
PO. Box 1000 | 443G Lebec Road

Tejon Ranch, CA 93243
661 248 3000 O | 661 248 3100 F

www.tejonranch.com
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Page 2 of 14

Tejon Ranch’s commitment, as evidenced in a May 1, 2008 letter signed by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife. (See Attachment 1.) Pursuant to the Ranchwide Agreement,
Tejon Ranch agreed to conserve 240,000 of its 270,000 acres (almost 90% of its landholdings) in
perpetuity. To date, over 110,000 acres have been conserved through the recordation of
conservation easements (including approximately 61,000 acres that were conserved with funding
from the Wildlife Conservation Board). While Tejon Ranch is highly concerned with how the
AVRCIS has been developed, and with the scientific modeling used to create it (especially in light,
as discussed below, of the extensive ecological studies that underly the Ranchwide Agreement),
Tejon Ranch’s commitment to voluntarily conserve its land in perpetuity is consistent with some
of the aspirational goals DFW seeks to achieve with the RCIS program.

Throughout the entirety of the AVRCIS process, Tejon Ranch has repeatedly requested
that its lands not be included in the study area or in the scientific modeling on which the AVRCIS
is based. Our request is based on well-reasoned (and previously articulated) justifications.
Foremost among these reasons is that the inclusion of Tejon Ranch lands does not promote the
primary stated purpose of the AVRCIS. This rationaleis rther discussed in Heading II.A below.
Second, as explained in Heading II.  below, the scientific modeling underlying the AVRCIS is
not even the best available science (insofar as AVRCIS modeling overlaps Tejon Ranch lands and
other areas where project-level or planning-level ecological analysis have been conducted). On
this point, as detailed rther below, the RCIS Statute requires that the DMCA and DFW recognize
recent project-level environmental analysis conducted for Tejon Ranch lands, and project-level
and planning level analysis for other areas, is far more reliable than the scientific modeling used
for the AVRCIS.

Separate from the rationale summarized in the previous paragraph, it is also appropriate to
remove Tejon Ranch lands entirely from the scientific modeling because those preparing the
AVRCIS previously committed on numerous occasions that this would occur, and doing so is
consistent with the fact that Tejon Ranch lands are not located in the AVRCIS study area.
Notwithstanding Tejon Ranch’s numerous requests (which began in 2016 and have been re-made
as recently as October 10, 2019), and notwithstanding promises by those preparing the AVRCIS,?
Tejon Ranch lands were included in an early June 2017 “Administrative Draft” version of the
AVRCIS. It was only after additional communication with the AVRCIS’s preparers that Tejon
Ranch lands were removed from the study area, consistent with the reasons expressed below in
Section II. (See Attachment 2, email exchanges with AVRCIS preparers.) However, on October
11, 2019 Tejon Ranch representatives learned that those preparing the AVRCIS decided not to
remove Tejon Ranch lands from the scientific modeling used for the AVRCIS because re-running
the modeling would be “costly.” The failure of those preparing the AV  CIS to re-run the scientific
modeling contradicts express assurances made to Tejon Ranch that the AVRCIS would be revised
so that “modeling results are not extended beyond the RCIS boundary.” (See Attachment 2,
quoting June 30, 2019 email response from Mr. Chisholm.) Therefore, Tejon Ranch lands should
be removed entirely from the scientific modeling because assurances were made by those
preparing the AVRCIS, and Tejon has relied on those assurances to its detriment. (See HPT IHG-
2 Properties Trust v. City of Anaheim (2015) 243 Cal.App.4th 188.)

3In aJuly 17, 2016 email, Ms. Terry Watt stated that “Tejon Ranch ownership has been taken out of the RCF
[Regional Conservation Framework, the precursor to the AVRCIS] plan area . . ..”
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Finally, as explained in Heading III below, the AVRCIS’s preparers have ignored several
statutory requirements. These deficiencies were previously brought to the attention of both the
AVRCIS preparers and DFW. Furthermore, because AVRCIS preparers are operating under the
incorrect assumption that the AVRCIS process was initiated by DMCA prior to January 1, 2017
(a point that is analyzed in more detail below and clearly refuted by documentary evidence), the
AVRCIS does not conform to recommendations contained in the 2018 Guidelines. With respect
to the comments made in  eading III, it seems clear that the AVRCIS process must start over and
that DFW is not even able to approve the AVRCIS without the process beginning anew.

I1. Tejon Ranch Lands Were Properly Excluded from the Study Area and Should
Be Removed from the Scientific Modeling

The AVRCIS study area appropriately does not include Tejon Ranch lands. To be
consistent with that determination, to comply with requirements in the RCIS Statute and to honor
the promises made by preparers of the AVRCIS that the AVRCIS would be revised so that
“modeling results are not extended beyond the RCIS boundary,” the AVRCIS’s scientific
modeling should not include Tejon Ranch lands.

A. Including Tejon Ranch Lands in the AVRCIS’s  odeling is Contrary to Both
the RCIS Statute and AVRCIS’s Stated Purpose Because Tejon Ranch Lands

are Already Subject to a Comprehensive Conservation Plan.

The RCIS Statute identifies the legislative intent of the RCIS program: To “identify
species and habitat conservation initiatives at a regional scale . .. in order to guide voluntary
investments in conservation, and compensatory mitigation for impacts to ecological
resources . ...” (§ 1850(a) (emph. supp.), see also subdiv. (b).) The AVRCIS is supposedly
drafted to implement this statutory purpose and is intended to “guide voluntary conservation
actions and mitigation actions . . . in conjunction with public infrastructure and forest
management.” (AVRCIS at p. 1-1.) In this regard, the AVRCIS’s stated primary purpose is to aid
in identifying “areas for compensatory mitigation for impacts to species and natural resources”
and to “support mitigation needs” for various large-scale infrastructure, energy and development
projects. (AVRCIS at p. 1-3; see also p. 4-1.) Said another way, the purpose of the AV CIS is to
provide a basis for voluntary investments in conservation and to encourage mitigation agreements
in furtherance of development projects.

Notwithstanding the primary purpose for which the AVRCIS is being developed (and the
legislative purpose identified in Section 1850), Tejon Ranch already has availed itself of, and is
presently implementing, a comprehensive and binding mitigation and conservation strategy for its
land. To this point and as mentioned above, the Ranchwide Agreement obligates Tejon Ranch to
preserve approximately 240,000 acres of specifically identified land through the phased dedication
of conservation easements. Identifying the location of the easements was subject to significant
and detailed biological analysis and negotiation between Tejon Ranch and the resource groups
during preparation of the Ranchwide Agreement.* Further, as noted in Section I above, of the total
240,000 acres that will be conserved, approximately 110,000 acres is already subject to recorded

4 Several of the AVRCIS’s primary preparers and leaders (most notably Terry Watt and Graham Chisholm) were
directly involved in the process of reviewing biological analysis and identifying the exact locations of land to be
conserved at Tejon Ranch as part of developing the Ranchwide Agreement.
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conservation easements (including approximately 61,000 acres preserved with funding from the
Wildlife Conservation Board). Specific to the reasoned explanation for why Tejon Ranch lands
should be entirely excluded from both the study area and the scientific modeling, the Ranchwide
Agreement expressly states that the “commercial operation of a mitigation bank, or the sale or
other transfer of mitigation ‘credits’” within conservation easements is prohibited. (See
Ranchwide Agreement, Exh. M, § 2(a)(11).) As a result of this prohibition in the Ranchwide
Agreement, there is no land on Tejon Ranch within which the primary purpose of the RCIS Statute
or the AVRCIS can be achieved. Importantly, as reflected elsewhere in this letter, the
unavailability of Tejon Ranch for commercial operation of mitigation banking is known to a
primary preparer of the AVRCIS — Graham Chisholm was a signatory to the Ranchwide
Agreement and a former director of the Tejon Ranch Conservancy.

Simply put, the Ranchwide Agreement (i) already establishes a binding and comprehensive
framework on Tejon Ranch for mitigating impacts of development,® (ii) creates the funding
mechanism by which such preservation will be maintained in perpetuity and (iii) prohibits
operation of commercial mitigation banks or sale of mitigation credits. For these reasons, Tejon
Ranch’s land was properly excluded from the AVRCIS study area and must be removed from the
scientific modeling.

B. The AVRCIS’s Scientific Modeling Fails to Include Best Available Science for
Land Within the Modeling Area.

The RCIS Statute requires that the AVRCIS incorporate and rely on “the best available
scientific information regarding the strategy area and the surrounding ecoregion....”
§ 1852(b)(14) (emph. supp.). The AVRCIS does not reflect best available science for Tejon anch
lands. On this basis, the AVRCIS’s modeling must either entirely exclude Tejon Ranch lands or
be re-run to include best available scientific information.

The AVRCIS states that it is “based on the best available biological land use pl  ing
information.” (See AVRCIS at p. 1-4.) This is not accurate. In fact, there is no demonstrable
proof provided in the AVRCIS that this claim is correct. The AVRCIS also asserts it was
“developed in concert with other key planning efforts that overlap in the RCIS area. Primarily it
builds on existing information provided in the State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP), D CP,
California Desert Biological Conservation Framework, and the Significant Ecological Areas
identified in the Los Angeles County 2035 General Plan.” (Ibid.) This is also inaccurate. Several
facts contradict these statements and demonstrate the scientific modeling’s deficiency:

e The AVRCIS’s scientific modeling includes Tejon Ranch lands, but the modeling
fails to utilize project-level habitat data from documents that were prepared
pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) for the Centennial
Specific Plan. The Centennial Specific Plan was approved by the Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors in April of 2019, following certification of a Final

> The DFW’s 2008 letter supporting the Ranchwide Agreement (see Attachment 1) acknowledges that Tejon
Ranch’s commitment to conserve the vast majority of Tejon Ranch’s property was done for the purpose and with the
intent to “meet the land conservation and corresponding natural resource mitigation requirements for the planned
development and other activities within the Developed Areas,” including development in the Los Angeles portion of
Tejon Ranch known as the Centennial Specific Plan that is adjacent to the AVRCIS study area.
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Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2004031072), which documentation had
been released for public comment in 2017.

The AVRCIS modeling and study area includes lands within the State Route 138
right of way, but neglects to utilize project-level habitat data from publicly-
available documents that were prepared pursuant to CEQA for the California
Department of Transportation (“CalTrans”) project to widen State Route 138 (SC
No. 2013111016).

The AVRCIS modeling and study area includes lands that were subject to the
Antelope Valley Area Plan (“AVAP”), but does not utilize planning-level habitat
data from CEQA documents that were prepared for the AVAP, including a certified
Final Environmental Impact Report (SCH No. 2014061043).

These three environmental documents — two of which are project-level and all of which are
publicly available— provide the best available science for those projects. They are more refined,
have higher accuracy and (as to the project level documents) offer localized ecological mapping

and analysis.

These documents, therefore, collectively provide better available scientific

information than the information relied on for the AVRCIS’s modeling. As a result, not only are
statements contained in the AVRCIS that its modeling represents “best available science”
inaccurate, but such statements impact other characterizations and conclusions made in the
AVRCIS. For instance:

Statements made on AVRCIS page 1-5 in Items 3, 5 and 7 relating to the
comprehensiveness and quality of AVRCIS analysis inaccurately suggest the
AVRCIS’s modeling is the most reliable. In fact, the analysis and mapping
contained in the environmental documents for Centennial, AVAP and the State
Route 138 widening are more specific and more accurate.

AVRCIS Section2.1.4.3 (at p.2-32) states that notwithstanding limitations
inherent in species modeling, “[s]pecies habitat distribution modeling improves the
RCIS planning process in the following ways [{] * Extrapolates habitat distribution
across areas lacking adequate data from field surveys.” However, in the project-
level cases noted above there are field surveys that provide data and these studies
are publicly available. The AVRCIS proponent, DMCA, must justify why such
data is not being used given the statutory requirement that an RCIS rely on best
available science.

AVRCIS Section 2.1.4.3 (at p. 2-34) states that “We created an additional dataset
called species focal areas to emphasize modeled species habitat that overlaps with
known occupied habitat. . . . Species focal areas were created by buffering known
point occurrences (since 2000) by distances that estimated the species’ primary
activity areas (Table 2-5).” (Emph. supp.) However, there is no explanation in the
AVRCIS of how occurrence data was vetted for species that can be observed in
habitat that is not considered suitable (i.e., migration versus breeding habitat).
Examples of species requiring explanation include the willow flycatcher and
Swainsons hawk.

AVRCIS Section 3, which describes the methodology and depicts areas of high
conservation value, is not based on best available scientific information because the
analysis does not include project-level data that is publicly available, including the
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data identified above for Centennial and the State Route 138 expansion, nor does it
include data derived from the planning-level analysis of the AVAP.

e AVRCIS Appendices F (Focal Species Habitat Models) and G (Modeling
Methodology) suffer from similar infirmity as a result of the AVRCIS failing to use
data from project-level environmental documents for Centennial and the State
Route 138 widening and the planning-level analysis from the AVAP.

To its credit, the AVRCIS recognizes there are deficiencies and gaps in the modeling. (See
AVRCIS at p. 2-36.) However, in the case of the data for the Centennial Specific Plan, the State
Route 138 project and the AVAP, noted above, the omission of this information appears to be
intentional. For example, at the June 15, 2016 meeting of the DMCA governing board (which is
the public agency sponsor of the AVRCIS), a staff report notes that a privately funded “regional
conservation framework” known as the Antelope Valley Conservation Framework (or “AVRCF”
which appears to be an early version of the AVRCIS) was in the process of being planned and
prepared by Conservation Strategy Group, ICF, Conservation Biology Institute and Terry Watt
Consulting. (Attachment 3, June 15, 2016 DMCA Staff Reports.) With respect to this early
version of the AVRCIS, the DMCA staff report notes “very little new data will need to be collected
or generated, with perhaps the exception of a number of additional species models.” (/d. at p 3.)
This statement made by DMCA staff is alarming. At the time, several of the entities preparing this
early version of the AVRCIS had specific knowledge of the project-level approvals identified
above, either because some of the preparers were litigants against the projects described above® or
because some of the preparers owed fiduciary duties to parties that would benefit from the
projects.” Thus, it would be expected that information related to the Centennial Specific Plan, the
State Route 138 widening and the AVAP would be used instead of the less-specific modeling data
described in the June 15, 2016 staff report. Yet, project-level data was not considered in the draft
modeling.

¢ The Center for Biological Diversity participated in preparing the AVRCIS (see AVRCIS at pp. 6-2 6-3) and
unsuccessfully sued Los Angeles County to challenge its approval of the AVAP. Presently CBD and the California
Native Plant Society (also a participant in preparing the AVRCIS, see AVRCIS at p. 6-3 and see also June 2017
Administrative Draft AVRCIS at p. 6-4) are challenging Los Angeles County’s approval of the Centennial Specific
Plan. CBD and CNPS also misused the June 2017 Administrative Draft AVRCIS to negatively comment on the
Centennial Specific Plan’s EIR. The Endangered Habitats League participated in preparing the AVRCIS (see June
2017 Administrative Draft AVRCIS at p. 6-3) and challenged the State Route 183 widening. The involvement of
litigants of projects within the AVRCIS study in the AVRCIS process is just one example of a process tinged with
conflicts of interest. As reflected above, that is especially the case where these litigant/AVRCIS participants then
use the AVRCIS in the litigation they file.

7 The Sierra Club, Audubon California, the Natural Resources Defense Council and the Endangered Habitats League
are parties to the Ranchwide Agreement, and each had representatives that participated in preparing the AVRCIS.
See June 2017 Administrative Draft AVRCIS at pp. 6-2 6-4. Several of the individuals representing these
organizations were, or are currently, Board members of the Tejon Ranch Conservancy and owe fiduciary duties to
that organization. Several of the primary leaders of the AVRCIS process are either current or past board members
of the Tejon Ranch Conservancy. For instance, Terry Watt, who was a primary author and consultant of the
AVRCIS until she “resigned” from the process (due to the objection by Tejon Ranch that she had conflicts of
interest and her involvement was contrary to her fiduciary duties as a Conservancy director), is identified in the June
2017 Administrative Draft AVRCIS as a lead consultant and member of the Steering Committee. See June 2017
Administrative Draft AVRCIS at pp. 6-1 and 6-2. Likewise, Graham Chisholm, who is a signatory to the
Ranchwide Agreement and a former Tejon Ranch Conservancy director, is leading preparation of the AVRCIS and
its processing through DFW. See AVRCIS at p. 6-2.
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Failure to use more recent, more refined and publicly available project-level data (and
planning-level data as to the AVAP) is not excusable given the statutory mandate contained in
Section 1852(b)(14) that an RCIS “shall include . . . best available scientific information regarding
the strategy area and the surrounding ecoregion.” Inclusion of such data is not discretionary, it is
mandatory. ere, not only is use of the project level data for the Centennial Specific Plan and the
CalTrans State Route 138 expansion required (as is the planning level data for the AVAP), but
failure to do so renders DFW unable to approve the AVRCIS. Doing so would be contrary to law
and an abuse of discretion by DFW.

The simplest solution, therefore, is for Tejon Ranch lands to be removed from the
AVRCIS’s scientific modeling. Removal from both the study area and the scientific modeling is
what Tejon Ranch representatives were led to believe would occur and would be consistent with
express promises made by those preparing the AVRCIS. See Attachment 2. Removal would also
be consistent with the reasoning for omitting Tejon Ranch lands from the AVRCIS study area
(which reasoning is explained above). Statements by those preparing the AVRCIS that doing so
is too “costly” is, frankly, irrelevant given the statutory mandate requiring inclusion of project-
level data as “best available scientific information.” Removal from the modeling to match the
study area is likely less costly than revising the AVRCIS to account for this project-level and/or
planning-level data.

III.  Those Preparing the AVRCIS Failed to Comply with Applicable Law and the
2018 Guidelines

To date, the AVRCIS process has been run almost entirely by private entities and conflicted
individuals, not by a public agency that maintains responsibility for and control of the study. (See
AVRCIS, Appendix C, at pp. C-2 —C-4.) Yet, Section 1852(a) only identifies two types of entities
that are authorized to prepare and propose an RCIS — DFW or a public agency.

A. The RCIS Statute Onl Authorizes Public A encies to Pre are an RCIS.

39 66

Only the DFW or a public agency has statutory authority to “propose”, “develop”, “create”
or “submit” an RCIS for DFW’s consideration. (§§ 1852(a), 1854(c).) The statute does not
authorize a private party to prepare an RCIS (at least not without a public agency being “in control”
of or “responsible * for the process).® Nor does the RCIS Statute contemplate, let alone authorize,
the preparation of an RCIS by private parties who, at some later date and time, then “forum shop”
an RCIS to a public agency that then enters the process to merely serve as the titular public agency

8 The 2018 Guidelines provide some elaboration on who may be an “RCA or RCIS proponent”, which these
guidelines define to include a “public agency or group of public agencies developing an RCA or RICS for review
and approval by CDFW and who is responsible for the technical and administrative updates of an RCA or RCIS.”
2018 Guidelines at p. 2-11, emph. supp. Additionally, the 2018 Guidelines acknowledge that and RCIS proponent
(i.e., a public agency) can “prepare an RCIS collaboratively with other public agencies or other stakeholders,
including non-profit organizations or other interested parties.” See 2018 Guidelines at 4-43. While this language
does permit third parties to participate in the development of an RCIS, to comply with and not violate the RCIS
Statute, such participation must be (as the 2018 Guidelines state) “collaborative” and maintain the public agencies
ultimate responsibility for the process and documentation prepared. As reflected in this comment letter (which
provides DMCA documents as support), the AVRCIS process not only started prior to DMCA’s involvement, but
was well underway as to planning and preparation of a draft document prior to that time. The record fails to show
that DMCA “initiated” the process, “led” the process or “prepared” the AVRCIS.
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sponsor. Such a charade not only contradicts the RCIS Statute, but such dishonest maneuvering
runs afoul of, if not is a blatant affront to, basic principles of governmental transparency, open
record keeping, conflicts of interest and due process that apply to public agency operations.

As discussed below, the AVRCIS process did not involve the required public agency
sponsorship until September 13,2017 —at which time DMCA'’s governing body acted, for the first
time, to officially become the “public agency” proponent of the AVRCIS. (See Attachment 4,
September 13, 2017 Staff Report.) Prior to this September 13, 2017 meeting, the DMCA
governing board only received two briefings on the AVRCEF, the early version of the AVRCIS. At
no time did the DMCA governing board, prior to September 13, 2017, take any action that could
remotely be viewed as authorizing the initiation, sponsorship, creation or preparation of the
AVRCIS. Asreflected below, prior to September 13, 2017, the DMCA was “invited” to participate
in an already formed “Steering Committee” that, with authorship of private individuals and
entities, and with nding from private sources, was already well underway in planning and
preparing an early version of the AVRCIS. As quoted below, one of the two DMCA staff reports
from June 15, 2016 makes it clear that DMCA’s role would have little influence, given major work
and conclusions regarding the study’s modeling were already complete. (See Attachment 3.) The
September 13,2017 DMCA staff report is even more clear as to the timing and nature of DMCA’s
involvement: (i) private consultants without any governmental oversight “produced all of the draft
documentation and mapping to date and has run Steering Committee and Advisory Committee
meetings” and (ii) prior DMCA discussion in June of 2016 was not to take action to be the
proponent of the AVRCIS, rather it was “a discussion item about the evolving Antelope Valley
Regional Conservation Investment Framework.” (See Attachment 4, emph. supp.)

1. The AVRCIS Process Has Been Led Almost Entirely by Private Entities
and Conflicted Individuals, Not a Public Agency.

Prior to a September 13, 2017 meeting of DMCA’s governing board, there was no official
action by DMCA to authorize preparation or initiation of the AVRCIS process. This is evident
from the staff report for the September 13, 2017 DMCA meeting. Additionally, records from
DMCA meetings prior to that date demonstrate that the AVRCIS process began well before
DMCA’s involvement. One of the staff reports prepared in conjunction with the June 15, 2016
DMCA governing board meeting indicates that DMCA did not “initiate” the process but, rather,
was “invited to be on the AVRCF steering committee” preparing the AVRCF, a precursor and
early version of the AVRCIS. (See Attachment 3.)

The “Steering Committee” mentioned in the two June 15, 2016 staff reports was comprised
of numerous entities and individuals that used the AVRCIS process for their own individual
interests, not the public’s interest (which is the statutory rational for having a public agency initiate
and prepare an RCIS). The conflicts of interest of the AVRCIS Steering Committee, Advisory
Committee and Technical Subcommittee membership was previously communicated to DMCA
and DFW. These concerns are now reiterated by attachment of Tejon Ranch’s May 21, 2019 letter
(which letter is incorporated by this reference for DMCA’s response and DFW’s consideration).
(See Attachment 5, May 21, 2019 Tejon Ranch letter to DFW re conflicts.) At the very least, and
to prevent rther violation of public ethics and conflict of interest laws, those individuals with
conflicts of interest in the outcome of the AVRCIS (including, without limitation, those individuals
identified in footnotes 6 and 7) must not participate further in the AVRCIS process in any manner
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including as members of the Steering Committee Advisory Committee or Technical
Subcommittee.’

Since September 13, 2017, when the DMCA officially determined it would prepare and
sponsor the AVRCIS, there has been virtually no official action or public process undertaken by
DMCA in furtherance of the AVRCIS process. Records demonstrate the AVRCIS process was
and continues to be run almost entirely by private consultants and entities (with funding from
private entities) that have no contractual obligation to DMCA. This means that DMCA cannot
really be deemed to be the entity preparing or initiating the AVRCIS. These facts are evidenced
by the public agenda and agenda material from the DMCA meetings between 2016 and 2019'° and
the audio recording of the September 13, 2017 DMCA governing board meeting.

Preparation of the AVRCIS by private entities and individuals without the meaningful
oversight or control of a public agency is not what the RCIS Statute contemplates (or allows). Yet
as reflected in statements by Mr. Edelman, an executive officer of DMCA (who himself was
involved in the AVRCIS process), that is exactly what the private entities and conflicted
individuals who prepared the AVRCIS desired. The result was a process that lacked transparency
accountability and the real opportunity for the public, property owners and other stakeholders to
have input, contrary to the intent of the RCIS Statute.

During the September 13, 2017 governing board meeting, staff for DMCA stated that
(a) the AVRCIS process to that date had been purely private in nature and (b) it was the intention
of those actually preparing the AVRCIS to avoid public scrutiny of their work product until it was
submitted to DFW. A copy of the audio recording of the September 13, 2017 DMCA governing
board meeting, which was provided by DMCA to Tejon Ranch in response to a Public Records
Act request, is included as Attachment 6 to this letter. Statements made at the September 13, 2017
meeting demonstrate an intentional desire to sugarcoat a public process and maintain secrecy:

Mr. Edelman: “It’s really a decision of . .. Well, I guess it’s ultimately . . . If the DMCA
sponsors the regional conservation investment strategy, the DMCA will have some say in
that. But right now, it's a private document that's moving forward through this planning
team hired by Bechtel and the Windward Foundation.” (Minute 21:58, emph. supp.)

? Tejon Ranch presumes that several of the individuals or entities listed in Chapter 6 of the AVRCIS will comment
on the AVRCIS. This will only serve to highlight Tejon Ranch’s concern that conflicts of interest have and continue
to permeate the AVRCIS process. Insofar as Steering Committee, Advisory Commit